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n the Jordan when You were baptized, O Lord, the worship of the Grinity
Iwas made manifest. For the voice of the Father bore witness to You, call-

ing You His beloved Son; and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed
thr truth of that word. O Christ our God, (Dho did appear and illumine the
world, glory to You! The Apolytikion of Theophany
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Father John’s Message

he land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles=the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region

and shadow of death light has dawned.”
(Erom Matthew 4.15-16, guoting the Prophet Isaiah)

Dear Brothers and Sisters and Christ,

Greetings in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! As we prepare to celebrate His
Holy Nativity and coming into the world in the flesh, as well as His Holy Baptism
at Theophany in the River Jordan, it seems many people have a different sense of
the celebration of the holidays this year, mainly as a result of our nation’s tragic
losses stemming from the September 11 terrorist attacks. Even though most of us
did not lose any personal acquaintances in the tragedy with it being so far away,
it has affected many people and has cast its shadow far and wide.

Yet that idea of a land with darkeness somehow looming over it is precisely
what the holy fathers had in mind when they assigned the above reading from
the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew as the reading for the Sunday after
Theophany. It describes the final condition of God’s people before the Incarna-
tion. You see, although the darkness cast by the shadow of September 11 is broad,
it is not unique in its ability to bring people into the realm which shakes their
sense of hope. That was the condition of the Hebrews who, through generations
of persecutions and wars, had been almost stripped of it. That condition is shat-
tered through the divine action of God, who burst through the darkeness of this
world by taking on flesh and sanctifying it, then taking on death and conquering
it. The holy fathers have provided us with an “after the feast” reminder through
this reading. It reminds us today that long after we put the Christmas lights away,
the light of hope and salvation the Lord has brought us in these feasts does not
wane. It also gives us yet another reason why understanding the history and expe-
rience of God’s people throughout history in the scriptures can help us in our
lives today. God provided what they needed for salvation then; He will continue
to provide it for us today.

In an effort to bring us further along that path of understanding what God has
done, with whom and when and how it continues to affect our lives today, I will
be offering an eight-week series of studies entitled, “A Panoramic View of Holy
Scripture.” According to the author of the book of the same title, “The light that
the pages of Holy Scripture sends forth is eternal and will illuminate ‘every man
coming into the world’ (John 1.9). He who believes and studies scripture and
lives according to its teachings lives in the light.” What better way to immerse
ourselves in that light but to get to know it? Please place each Wednesday from
January 9 through February 27 on your schedule for this important series.

As we approach the New Year, brothers and sisters, may we keep this in mind:
Jesus is given many names in the Christmas readings. One must stand out this
year—Emmanuel. As that holy name states, “God is with us.” No matter what the
coming year brings, nothing can change that. It is up to us to discover the truth
and the promise of that name and to make it central to all our hopes, desires,
plans, resolutions and lives. It is experienced in our worship, our home, our work

and wherever we choose to recognize it. This looks to be an
exciting year for Holy Trinity Church. I, for one, am glad we

will not face it alone ... for God is with us! Have a blessed —7L’ .
Christmas and a healthy and joyous New Year!
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News & Events

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

No Church School Class ........... December 30

Attention, parents! There will be no Church School
class on December 30 due to the holiday celebrations,
so please plan on being in church together as a family
for the entire service on those days. Instead of teaching
your children to think of these times as “days off from
church,” give your children the gift of faith and dedi-
cation by bringing them to Liturgy and helping them
understand the importance of worship and prayer in the
Orthodox life. It is one of the best gifts you can give
your children at the holidays for a lifetime! Thanks!

Theophany Services & Water Blessing . . . January 6

Since the Great Feast of Theophany falls on a
Sunday this year, there will be no Church School class
on January 6 in order to allow us to celebrate the Great
Blessing of the Waters together as families. Father John
will offer a message to the children just prior to the
Blessing of the Waters instead of the usual spot after
the Gospel reading. Parents, please be sure to have
your children there on that day to receive the blessings
of this Great Feast of the Lord.

New Adult Study Series on the Scriptures. Jan./Feb.

Ready to brush up on your knowledge
of the Bible? Want to “get to know”
¥ the Bible but aren’t ready for a verse-
by-verse analysis? Would you like to
be able to see the beautiful forest of
Holy Scripture without getting lost in
the trees? If so, this course is for you!
Father John will be leading a new study series in
January and February for adults entitled, “A Panoramic
View of Holy Scripture.” The source material for the
course will be two new publications by the respected
Bishop Augoustinos Kantiotes of Florina, Greece. The
goal is to take a friendly and plain-language view of
the Bible to help us become more scripturally educated
and illuminated. See the enclosed flyer for details.

St. Lydia’s Women’s Fellowship ......... January

The St. Lydia Women’s Study Fellowship is a min-
istry for women to share in fellowship and to study
scripture, the Orthodox Faith and family life in today’s
world. The meetings take place about twice a month on
Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m at a home in the North
Hills. New participants are always welcome! The fel-
lowship is enjoyable and the approach is casual, but the

subjects are important for today’s families. The main
source material for studies this year is the book, “Diary
of a Russian Priest,” which provides scriptural guid-
ance, pastoral direction and spiritual insights into every
day life.

Meetings are scheduled for January 17 and 31. For
further information on this worthwhile and informative
group or for directions to the meetings, call Paula Val-
liant at 412-487-3977.

St. Nikodemos Men’s Fellowship ......... January
LA J@;&‘ The St. Nikodemos Men’s Study Fel-
Se7ant N lowship meets on the second and fourth
3 Thursday each month from 7:00 a.m.
e to 8:30 a.m. at the office of TriadUSA,
V' Suite 460, Two Gateway Center, down-
\. ; town. The group features prayer, Bible
, ~X| study, topics of interest to Orthodox
s 7% Christian men and how to live our Faith
in the working world. It is open to all interested men
and has been centrally located downtown to accommo-
date those who need to be at work early. For directions,

call Gus Georgiadis at 412-880-4999.
The first meetings of 2002 are scheduled for Janu-

ary 10 and January 24.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

JOY Overnight Trip to Zoo. ........... January 18

The JOY ministry will be taking an exciting over-
night trip to the Pittsburgh Zoo on Friday, January.
18th. The information will be sent directly to the homes
of the JOY children. Please watch for details. Ques-
tions? Contact Karen Georgiadis at 724-625-8551.

GOYA Basketball Tournaments........... January

Our GOYA will be participating in two Diocese
Basketball Tournaments in January. The first is January
11-13 at St. Haralambos in Canton, OH. The second
is January 25-27 at St. Nicholas in Pittsburgh. Please
be sure to encourage our GOYA in their efforts by
supporting the various fund-raisers which make these
activities possible, including the Superbowl Hoagie
sale (see below) and the Valentine’s Breakfast in Feb-
ruary. Thank you!

GOYA Parent Meeting & Feed the Homeless Project

The GOYA will again reach out their halping hands
to the local community by participating in the Feed
the Homeless project of the Orthodox Clergy Brother-




News & Events

hood of Greater Pittsburgh. The GOYAn’s will gather
on Friday, January 4 at 6:00 pm in the Social Hall. A
light dinner will be provided for GOYAn’s and their
families. Also, during this project, a Parents’ Meeting
will beheld to make plans for the upcoming basketball
tournaments and for our own Holy Trinity Basketball
Tournament, which our GOYA will be hosting from
March 1-3, 2002.

GOYA Hoagie Sale ................. February 3

The GOYA will be pre-selling hoagies during Janu-
ary for Superbowl Sunday on February 3. Please sup-
port our teens in this effort, which helps raise funds
for the various events of the GOYA, outreach projects,
trips and the Diocese basketball tournaments. Thanks!

LITURGICAL LIFE

Paruclesu Service....ooceeeeranennns January 9

On the first Wednesday of each month,
. Holy Trinity Church offers a Paraclesis
“ service to the Theotokos. Special
)\ prayers are also offered for peace in the
. world and protection of our people and
. our country during this time of turmoil.
Please also bring a list of the names
of people you would like prayed for during the ser-
vice. (Note: The service is being moved to the second
Wednesday in January due to a scheduling conflict.)

Weekday Liturgies .......oovveeennnn. January

Please keep in mind the following festal celebra-
tions during the month of December. Unless otherwise
noted, each listing indicates Orthros at 9:00 am, fol-
lowed by Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

Sat. Jan. 5................ The Forefeast of Theophany

This is the first of two Liturgies and Great Bless-
ings of the Water services of Theophany. It is also
a strict fast day in preparation for the feast.

Mon. Jan. 7... St. John the Baptist & Forerunner

Thu. Jan. 17.......cceeeeuuuuneeene St. Anthony the Great

Note: Liturgy for St. Anthony will be held at St.

Anthony Church in Clairton with His Eminence,
Metroplitan Maximos.

Fri. Jan 25 ................ St. Gregory the Theologian

Wed. Jan. 30..........cceeeuuueenne. The Three Hierarchs

Note: Liturgy for the Three Hierarchs will be

held at Holy Cross Church, home of the Three

Hierarchs Eastern Orthodox School, which cel-

ebrates its feast day on this day..

House Blessings. . ........ ceereeeieens January

Services for Holy Theophany and its surrounding
feasts will be held as usual on January 5-7. An impor-
tantp art of that celebration is the Great Blessing of the
Waters service. In order to bring the blessings of the
feast and the Lord into our homes, Orthodox Christians
traditionally invite the priest to bless their home with
the Holy Water from the feast. Please see the enclosed
information and schedule your visit by January 5.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Over 50 Meeting .................. January 31

The Over 50 Club will hold its monthly meeting
and lunch at the Holy Trinity Social Hall on Thursday,
January 31 at 12:00 noon. For information, call Stella
Athanasiou at 412-322-4080.

Year-End Donations Notice

Each year, questions arise concerning year-end
donations, such as, “Can I pay ahead for next year’s
pledge?” or, “When is the last day I can get credit for a
donation this year.” Here are some answers:

Tax Year credit: In order for donations to be cred-
ited for the 2001 tax year, they must be received at the
church by December 31 or postmarked by December
31, regardless of the pledge year to which they apply.
This is an I.R.S. regulation. We can only provide proof
of donation for the calendar in which the donation was
made.

Pledge Year credit: You can at any time pay
ahead for next year’s pledge or behind for last year’s,
but please note whether year-end donations should be
applied to your 2001 pledge or 2002 pledge.

2002 Pledge Cards Available

Stewardship Pledge Cards for the year 2002 will be
distributed after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Decem-
ber 23. Please pick up your envelope on that day to help
save the church the expense of mailing it. Those cards
not picked up will be mailed directly to the homes of
the members the following week.

Please read the information sent with the card and
give dedicated and sacrificial attention to completing
and signing your card as soon as possible with an eye
toward helping your church reach its Stewardship goal.
You may bring or mail the card to the church, but the
Stewardship Committee is requesting all cards be sub-
mitted by Sunday, January 13. Thank you, good and
faithful stewards!




Mouse Tales: The St. Spyridon Church School Library Update

) Happy New Years and Happy Birthday fo my

\  little sister Zoe! Yes today my sister is one
years old, you see she was born January 1 last
year. She is sooo cute and cuddly and I Jove
her. Well, on to our reading for this month.

This reading is more for my older children but you younger
ones may also learn from this reading. I want to talk about two
volumes from Paul'’s letters by Anthony Coniaris.

Being the curios little mouse that I am I asked Papou,
Please tell me about Paul's tresaure's’. Papou answered, " The
word letter means epistle”. Fourteen of the books in the New
Testament are actually letters that Paul wrote to the early
christian churches. The new christians had no books to guide
them. So, Paul wrote about the real life problems they faced. He
taught them how to live so their lives would show in Christ. The
churches treasured these letters. The early christians saved
them to read over and over again. Even today hundreds of years
later Paul's words still speak to us during every Divine Liturgy tfo
help guide us and to live our lives in a christian way.

My yaiyai recommended to all the younger children, ages 7-
10, another reading called "The Turnabout Paul’s Story”, by
Michael Williams. This story shows Chist's love is stronger than
our sins. Saul, a persecutor of christians is proof! He did a
complete 180 degree turnabout on the route to Damascus. Saul
became Paul, Jesus saved him by converting him into one of the
most devout believers ever. WOW! Paul must have been one of
the greatest christians of the church! This book also includes
stories about his childhood, conversion to christianity, friend-
ships with other christians and escapes from shipwreck and
prison. He had a very exciting life back then.

Love in Christ, Spero
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The Feast of Theophany and the Blessing of Homes

“At Your Ephiphany, the whole creation sang Your praises. For You, our God, have
appeared on earth and dwelt among men. You have sanctified the streams of the Jordan,
sending down from on high the most Holy Spirit.”

' From the Service of the Great Blessing of the Waters

“What is Theophany?”

2002 House Blessing Schedule
Every year on January

6th, the Orthodox Church [hate Time Ares Zip Codas
‘ celebrates the Feast of
Holy Theophany, which is |Men 17 Jpemfem  Moahude 1522

the baptism of our Lord and i ek e | s
' Savior Jesus Christ. This |7 ¥  Zmfem o Gl Gresntres 15743 15320
1s one of the Twelve Great
Feasts of the Church and
is also known by the name,
“Epiphany.” The Baptism
of Christ in the River | itp |Zpen7pm  Holovus Wostess | 15P0F 15729
Jordan at the hand of St.
John the Baptist sets the
example for our own bap- Man 1Hd | ipme-dom | MoehadePemeile | 15012 153104

tism by water in the Holy
Splr]t Mon A4 (Spen-lgem | Rorth HildcE nighe 15X

W 1/ ISaE-Spm | Rorth HBLAEE nigh 15237

Thes 8D 1pen-bomm | Rloeth WSl ald 1527 150040

Fri. AMt S 12pm | Dioemond, Bircaolims 15216 15236

“How do we celebrule Tes 115 |Jpem-Borm | Wieadord, Crmnbery 15317 16030

Theophany?”

: . Woed 1418 | Tpm-fpm | CihetPiEsturgh e
The main celebration
is, of course, found in [ w7 |Spmipm  OtheMots His Virsas

the Church with the holy
services - on January Sth perse be svalabie af e brme scheduled By pous
(the Forefeast), January 6th | ares. Re-schaduing will only be done in cases of
mchrmrate weather, rod on an individual bams Thank
. (Theophany.) and January o for Rpan g rand & DORile [D vl 88 rrhany
7th (Synax1s of St. John |hames as possivie by mainfsining the schedwhs
" the Baptist). We also take
the feast home with us by |PLEASE RETURN THE FORM ON THE BACK PAGE
having our homes blessed BEFORE JANUARY 5§ TO SCHEDLULE YOUR HOME

—5| with the Holy Water.

Special nole” Plesas SuBbmil pour farm A5AP and

 “What happens during a House Blessing?”

You will receive a call to confirm your appointment a day or two ahead.
When the priest arrives, he will conduct a brief service either in your dining
room or at the place where your family usually offers its prayers. Please be
sure to have an icon and a list of the first names of all the members of your
household. If you have a home censer, you may prepare it also. A bowl of
water is not necessary, as the priest will bring the holy water sprinkler from
the church.

As the service concludes, please lead the priest throughout the house to
- sprinkle the holy water. When the service is over, please understand if your
priest needs to keep the visit brief in order to cover all the homes scheduled
on that day.

ooyt e L5 T L

e

el

S

2
L

e
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The Cultural Side * H IToAwtiotikn ITAgvpa

A Greek language Christmas reflection about life anf faith entitled “The Miracle of Christmas” by Voula Hareras.

To ©auua 1wV XPICTOUYEVVWV

O I'ewpyog omoTEAEIWMOE PLOGTIKA OAAEG TIG
TIOPOLYEALEG TIOL E1YE 6TO payolt Tov SovAEPE,
OTTOYOPETICE TO OPEVTIKO TOL TOV KLpP. Avdpea
KoL TOL eVYNONKE KaAo XPLoTOLYEVVA. AVTOG TOV
TANPMGCE Kol TO LEPOKOUATO, KOL TOV ESMOE KO
LEPLKOL XPTUATA, SMPO YPLOTOVYEVIATIKO, KOl O
ULKPOG EQPLYE TPEYOVTOG.

EZ® 0 Ka1pog E1YE YOAONCEL, EKOVE KPLO
TGOLYTEPO KO VUPASES YLOVIOVL EMEPTAV GUVEYELO.
O I'ewpyokNg opws dev evolmbe KpLo, NToV
YXOPOVUEVOG Y1IOLTL ONUEPO Ba TPAYLOLTOTOLOVCE
TO LEYOAO TOVL OVELPO. LTO AEUO TOVL KPEUOTOLY
KOTOGOPKO EVOL GOKOVAOKL UE Xpnuata. To
nolepe dexapa, SEKOPO OAOV TO XPOVO, Y10 VO
OYOPUGEL LW’ OVTO, EVOL TTOSNAOTO TTOL TO EPAETE
KOl TO KOUOPMVE KOOE pEP oTNnV BLrpivo Tov
KOTOGTNUOTOG GTNV YWOVIO TOL SPOLLOV.

Q! vai pe Toom ALY TOPO TTEPILEVE TOLTNV TNV
wpa. Emteloug to Katagpepe Kal ntov €1G gon va
TO 0’YOPOLCEL.

O I'ewpyoKNG NTOV TEPLTOL SMIEKA YPOVOV
0pPOLVOG OO TTaTEPQ. Mepika xpovia Tmpo. {ovce
LE TNV UNTEPO TOV, TOL TPOSTAOOLSE N BLGTLYT VA
LEYOAMGT TO TSl BLOTOAELOVTOC.

Oumg M KaKlo Tuxn XTUINGE Eova, TNV ToPTa.
TOVG, £6M Kol dLO XPOVIK ENAOE EYKEPAALKO
KOl ELELVE TTOPAALTT, KOOIOUEVT GTNV OVATNPLKT
kopexkAo. "Exave 0Tl Htopouse yupo 6TO GTLTL.
E1ot 0 pikpog amo deka xpovov Bpednke
TPOGTOTNG TNG UNTEPOG TOL KOl EMPETE VO
Bonbnon va {noovv.

Htov uikpog yio vo Tov mopovy 6e
KOoATN SOLAELD, K1 €TOL £Y1VE BeEAnuoTopng 6to
KOTOG TN TPOPIUMV TPELG SPOUOVE TTO KOTM
oo 10 omitt Tov. Pwvalayv ol TEAATES OTO Ta.
YUP® SLOUEPICUATO, KOl 0LUTOG KOUPAAOLGE TO.
YOVL0, ETEPVE EVO, LIKPO LEPOKOLOTO OTTO TOV KLP
AvSpea, opumG Kol LE TO PLAOSMPTUOTO TOL TOV
gdivov gfyale KoAO LEPOKOLOTO.

Hrtov xovpaotikn SovAelo onkmve Bopog
SLGOVOAOYO Y10 TNV NALKLO TOV KOl TOAEG POPEG
1 0TOGTOCT OO TO Horyoll NTAV UEYOAT, OUMG dEV

TOPOTTOVIOTOV NTAV EVO. TOAL KAAO 0yOpL, KOL T
XOPO. TOL NTAV HEYOAT TTOL Bonbovse TNV untepa.
TOV TTIOL TOGO OYOUTTOVGE.

Evo ypovo mepimov g1ye én oty Pirpiva 10
TOSNAOLTO, KOl UTNKE GTNV Kapdio Tov. Ay, 0¢
LLTTOPOVCE VO TO TOPEL, TOGO TOL0 EEKOLPOGTO Ot
gkave TNV dovAela Tov. Oa gfole oTo KOANOL TIOW
TOL WOVIOL B0l KPEROLYE KOl SBVO COKOVAEG UTPOGTA,
Ko ypnyopo~ypnyopa 0o teleiwve kot Bo efyale
7O TTOAAQ, XPTUOLTO.

Etou apyioe vo Balel otnv okpn Kobe pepo gvol
LLKPO TTOCO Kol TOPO. E1XE HOLEWEL 00, XpLaloTav.
Kot pe 1o yprotovyevviatiko dmpo Bo wmvile Kat
Y10 TO G7LTL OTL XPLolOoTOV,0VTO. CKEPTOTOV KOl
ETPEYE YOULOYEALOVTOG.

ITepvovTtog €£m 0T0 EVOL KTIPLO GTN YWOVIO TOV
SpoLLOv, GTO KOLPMUA TNG TOPTOG ELSE LU0 YLVOLKOL
KOOLOUEVEL, KOTL KPOTOLYE GTNV OYKAALO TNG KOl
S1TA0. TNG NTAV EVOG UKPOG UTOYOG.

O TI'ewpyokng Bo TeEpVOLOE Y MPIG VO SWOEL
LEYOATN TPOGOY T, TOV TOPOUEEVEYE OLMG TTOL M
YUVOLKO OTOV E18€ TTOL TTALGL0LE TPOGTAONCE VO
KPLPTEL 10 POOELO KOl OIS TPOCTEPAUCE AKOVGE
VLY TO KAOUO LOPOV.

IIpoympnoe pepiko PNUato 0AAN KOTL OLVOTEPO
0TT0 TIEPLEPYLOL TOV EKAUE VO, EQLVAYIPLOEL Y10 VO
Se1 T yivetor H yuvouka Tpopoyuevn mov Tov 18
va, TAnclolel Tpoomodnce v oNKmOEL Vo QUYEL Lo,
3EV TO KOTOPEPE EVKOAQ.

O l'ewpyoKNG TNV TANCLOGE KOl TNV PMOTNCE TL
NG SLUPOLVEL KOl OV LTTOPEL VO, TNV EELINPETNOEL.
AvTtn dgV ATOVTINOE OUECHG OAAL OTOV CNKMOGCE
TOL LOLTLOL TNG KOl 1€ OTL NTOV EVOL IKPO oSt
NOLYOCE KATWG, EGPLEE GTNV AYKOAALN TNG, TO
TUALYUEVO UE 0L KOUBEPTOLVAN LMOPO KOL GTNV
gmuovn epwtnon tov I'ewpyokn, eav BeAeL vo
™V Bondnoel vo TOEL 6TO GTLTL TNG UE (ol EEvn
TPOPOPO. TOL ELTE OTL SEV EYEL TTOL VO, TOEL

O I'ewpyokng TNV TPooeée TP KAAVLTEPO
KOl €18€ OTL NTAV EVO. VEAPO KOPLTGL O)L
LEYOAVTEPO TV EIKOGCL XPOVMOV,POPBLIGUEVT KO
GYEBOV TOYMUEVT, OLTT KOl TO LMPO OTO TOV
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TOYWUEVO 0epa. XMPLG SIGTAYUO TNG ELTE VO TOV
0KOAOLONGEL KOL TNG TTNPE KOl TO UTOYUAOKL GTO
XEPLOL TOV.

To KOPLTGL GTNV apYN NTOV SLGTAYTIKO OTOV
oums o I'ewpyokng Tng 1me ot Bo TAVE GTLTL
TOL APEBMKE GTNV TLYN TNG, TPOYUATL GE ALYO
epBacav omity, o I'ewpyokng e€nynoe oty untepa
TOV, TOL TOV KOLTOLE EKTANKTN, Tl ONVEPEL KO TNV
TOPUKAAESE VO PLAOEEVIICOLY TO KOPLTOL LEYPL VO
dovv Tt Ba. yiveL.

H puntepo tov ouTe oTIyUn 8EV OKEQPTNKE VL.
opvnon, e1me 6TO KOpLTol va BaAel pepika EvAa
GTNV GOUTO KOl VO TOKTOTOLNGEL TO UWMPO TTOV
EKAEYE QLVNOLYO, KOl TOV LEANVIOGUEVO OO TO
KkpLo. O T'empyoKNG 0PNGE TIG SLO YLVULKEG VO
Taytomoindovy kat £Tpele vo mpoiaPel to poryoalio
OLVOLYTOL.

Ayopaoce 0Tl peloloTo. Yo VO KAAO
xproTovyevviaTiko Tpanell. Mmnke oto {oyopo-
TAOGTIO TINPE EVOL YPLOTOWYMUO KO LEPLKO YAVKOL
Meta Tnye 6€ 0OALO KOTOGTNUO, TNPE Y10,

TNV UNTEPO TOL Uio wpata poAAiivn CokeTa,
{e0TEC LOAALVEG TOVTOVPAESG Y10 TO KOPLTOL KOl
TOATOLSOK, CKOVPOKL KOl KAATOES Y10l TO LMPO.

EpTioée opoppa TOKETA, Kol POPTOUEVOG UE
TO TOKETO OALO EQAOPPWOUEVOS OLTTO TO. Y PTILOTOL
GTO GOKOVAOKLYVUPLOE GTLTL,TEPVOVTOG OO TO
TOOMNANTO TO UTOYULPETIOE L' EVO X OLOYEAO.

Y70 S106TNUO OVTO T UNTEPO TOL ELTE GTO
KOPLTOL VO TAPEL TNV OKOPT TOL (UUMVE YOLL
‘Otov NtV KoAo, ELUAANY KOUBEPTOVAEG GEVTOVL
KO €QTIEQLY U0l TTPOYELPT) KOLVLXL Y10 TO LUMPO, TO
KOPLTOL TO EMAVVE TO TOLOE Kol TmPo. {EGTO Kol
XOPTOTO.

Kowotav 6Tnv Kouviteo S1TAc 6TNV GOUTOL.
Koatomiv apov mAvdnke kot popeoe kobapa povya,
TIOL TNG ELME 1) KLPLOL APETT VO TOPEL OLTTO TNV
TOLAOTO TNG, KOONOoE SITAN TNG KOl LE GLVTOULO.
NG EME TNV 1GTOPLOL TNC.

Kvpra Apetn, pe Aeve Notaoo. I'evvnOnka
otnv AABavio, TEPAGO OLGY N0 TTOLSLKO YPOVLd,
PTOYLO LEYUAT. XTO SEKOEVEQ LLOV YPOVIO,
YVOPLo, EVOL TTOAL KOAO T, OyOTNONKOUE Kot
TOVTPEPTIKOUE, PTMYLKO YPOVIOL L0 1) OYOTTN LOG
LEYOA.

Tellka, Qo LEPO. TOPEN L'EVO TPWOTO LLOV

€EQOEAPO KOl TNV YLVOIKO TOV OTTOPOCICOUE VO
(PLYOULUE KPLPX, VO TTEPAGOVUE TOL GLVOPU Y10 VO,
Bpouue pa kadvtepn toxn otnv EAlodo.

Me moAAOLG KLVEIVOLG TO KATOPEPOLE VO
TEPOLGOVLLE TOL GLVOPO, KPLPOL KPLPO, TPOY,MPOVCULE
xopovuevol. O avepug LOL TPOYWPOVCE EUTPOG
EUELS OKOAOVOOLGUUE OTTO OTOGTAGT], UOLV KOl
EYKVOG KOl TTPOGEY0, OE KOOI GTLYUT] OLKOVGOLE
EVO, TPOUAYTIKO KPOTO, O SUGTLYOG O AVOPUG OV
TOLTNOE L0 VOPKT KOL TOV EKOUE KOUULOLTLO.

T1 BeAeig va. cov T Kvpa. ApPETN, VOULGO
e O meboiva kKol £ym palv TOv, OULMS PUYOLE
YPMYOPO, KPLGTNKOUE KOTTOL KOl ETELTOL OTTO YIAL0
Bacovo @OucUIE GE KATOLO X MPLO OOV TEPOUCULUE
TNV VUKTOL

Tnv alAn pepa puyoue Kot nABaue otnv
LEYOAT) TOVTT TOAELTLO, TTOL ELVAL TILO EVKOAO VO,
KPLBEGL, VOIKIOOOUE EVOL SMUATIO GTO LTOYELO
LL0G TTOAVKOTOLKIOG KO WO VOLE Y10, SOLAELN
kabopilope omitio. O eEQBEAPOG LOL EKAVE KL
TOV KNTOLPO, ETCL HOLL UE KOTL YPNUOLTO TOV
@epape nalL HOG TO. TEPVOLCOUE KOTMG KAAOL.

Y& AMyo dotnuo pe tnv Pondbeio tng e&adelpng
Lov yevvnoo to pwpo. Eym dev pmopovco vo mom
G€ VOGOKOUELD TTPMTOV Yot Bo pov {ntovcov
XOPTLO, O KOUL Y10TL BEV ELYO XPMUOTO, VTEPEP,
Tpouepa. Oume ue Tnv dikn Tovg Pondeia To
TEPOLOU, K1 AVLTO.

AvTol dovAevay OAT TNV MUEPO KO TOLVTO LLE
Pofo PNV TOLG TTLOLCOLV.

Mo pepa. TEPIUEVA L0l SEV POVNKAY TTOLBEVH
LEYPL TTOAL apYd, NAOE EVOC YVHOGTOS LOG AABOVOG
KOl OV €E8MCE EVO CTUELMU TOL EEASEAPOL LOV,
TTOL EAEYE OTL TOLG EMIOGAV HOLL PE AAAOVLG
Kol TOLG E6TEIAOY 0TV AABavia. Mov gAeye va
UETAYELPLOTM® TO, XPTUOTO TOL PLAAYOLV KOl VO
dovue T1 Bo. yivel

ExAoyo kot To xooo, Tt 6o yived tTmpo pevol
uwpo. ITAnpwaoa 1o voikl Kat mpoomadovco va. Ppm
SOVAELN. 0L NTOLV SLGKOAO TTOL Ba. aLPLVA, TO LWPO.
HAb6g ko 0 0AAOG UNVOG TTANPMGCO LE TOL TEAELTOLO,
Lov ypnuoto To voikt. Topoa ntav To. SuGKOA
Tl VO, KOV, VO {NTIOLVEY® VIPETOUOLY, POBOLLOL
8, UMV LE TOOOLV KOl UE GTELAOLV TILGW GTNV
TOTPLOO OV, YIOLTL TMPO TTOV E1Y0 KOL TO TS OV
ndera va {non gigvbepo.
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Telelwoe KO QLTOG O UNVOG Kot SEV ELX0L VO,
TANPOO® TO VOIKL, IOV ELTAY VO, PLY® CLAOLWG Bol
povoaloyv TNV AoTUVOULOL.

dofndnka, TNPO VT TO. POLYAACKLIO KOl
epuyo. Elvon puepikec LEPEG TP TOL KOLUOUOOTE
GTO GTOOUO TOL TPOLVOL KAEPTO, LLOG KLVIYOLOOLV
TELVOLGOL.

T'oAa dev €10 OPKETO Y10 VO XOPTOOEL TO
umpo. "EPAena mwg dev 6o nTOV ELKOAO VO TO
KPOTNOM KOl CTILEPOL ELYOL TTOPEL TNV OTOPOCT| VO
TO 6WCW.

YKEPTNKO VO TO apNnom M OmO TNV
TOAVKOTOIKLO, VO KTUTTNO® TO KOLAOLVIL, KOl VO
KPLPTM TLO TEPA VA, OM VO TO TOPOLY. APKETN
PO GTEKOUOLY Kol eV amopacilo va, TO aplom, TO
gopLyya pe Bovpfo kiopa.

Meyptr mov epace 0 I'empyokns Kol LE EPEPE
GTO EVAOYMNUEVO OTLTL GOG.

H xvplio. ApeTn 0KOLGE UE GLYKLVTOT TNV
Notaoco kot Tng Acel, Ynopyel ®eoc, maidt pov,
TTOL PPOVTILEL Y100 OAOVG HOG. AEV APLVEL KOVEVAY
OTPOGTAUTEVTO.

Exeivn ™ otryun unnke o 'empyoxne. H
Notaoco Tov Bondnoe pe to ymvio, LeTO
OVTOG TOVG EOMWGE TO. dWPU TOVS, N KOPO
TOUG UEYOAT KO T, POPECOLY CUECMG,.
H Noartooa peto paidnke va

PTIOEEL KOTL Y10, POLYNTO, KOL M

Kuplo Apetn €ume 670 I'ewpyokn

v otopla TNG Notacos Kol
CULUTTATNPM®OE, 0 OBE0G TA1OL OV EGTEIAAE

TO KOPLTOl, KOl EY® TO XPELOLOUOL KOl QUTN.
Xperwoleton otkoyevela, 6o, pPOVTIGOLLE Y10, OAQL.
Meyain n Xapn tov Ggov!

H Noartooco mAncioce kot tng eine, Kvpo
ApeTn, cuveyelo AeTE Yo ToV Oc0. OgAm Kol EYW
va, poBm T ELVOL 0VTO TTOL AEG. Bal 1Vl KaTt
TOAL 6TToLdOL0 1 BpNoK1i, YioTL PAETTW € oEVO
uio yoAnvn, pio. kohwovvn. Me Bonnoeg pe tnv
Kapowa cov. Eywm dev exm Bpnoxela. e mopakoim
noboipe vo Bpw Kol eym 10 Ogo.

Notooco moidt Hov €xelg T0 ®e0 HUEGO, GOV.
Movo Ba pemel vo HOBELC VO TTPOGELYESUL Y10 VO
Tov 80oloyelG.

B0 T TOL OO KOG VO GE PAPTIGOVUE Y10
VO, LTINS Yo KOAO otV Bpnokeia Kot ueta fo

BagTicovue kol 10 pwpo. Etor o T'ewpyoakng Ba
YLVOTAV O VOLVOC.

H pntepo tov mnpe pio ELKova Tov XPLoTov Kot
edei&e otnv Notoco TG VO KOVEL TO GTAVPO TNG
K0l VO TTPOCKTVICEL.

Tnv 1810 WA YTLTOVGE N KOUTOVO, TNG
EKKANGCLOGC TTOV KAAOVGE TOLG XPLOTLOLVOLG Y10 TNV
Agrtovpyta.

Tote €ywve 10 Bavuo,Toug 0élwoe 0 Oeog va
0KOLGOLV KO Ol TPELG L0 OLPAVIOL LEAMDLO, TTOL
vuvovoe tnv I'evvnon Tov LmINpog, Kot 180V
AYYEAO VO KOTEBALVEL KOl VO GTEKETOL SITTAN GTNV
KOLVIOL TOU UMPOL TTOV YOUMYEALOVGE GTOV LTTVO
Tov.

H Notooo emece 6To YOVOTO KOl LE doKpLa,
OTO LOLTIOL EKOLVE CUVEYELD TO GTOVPO TNG OTWG
v gpobav. Tnv oTiyun ovtn Komolog XTURNGE
v mopta cuvnAbav, kol o I'ewpyookng mnye va.
ovoiéel.

2T0 OKOAOTOTL BPLOKOTOV TO OLPEVTIKO TOV.

T eywve Bpe moudt pov, etepo BAAES oTO
010, 60V; AVO AETTO LOALS EPUYEG
UTNKE M Kuplo. ZvAta. ZQPEIS N
KUPLOL OLTTEVOLVTL ALTTO TO payolt,
ELVOL TTPOESPOC TNG PLAOTTTOYOV
otnv ekkAnouag pog. Kabe ypovo
To. XplOTOLYEVVA, KOVOLV EVAL
KOoAO dwpo og omolov vouifovy
ott 1o a&ilel. Petog Sroreov
goeva. EAa Aowmov, vo mopeig
TO PO GOL U0 TO POPTLYUKL
€10, 0T1 B0l GOV TO PEPM TPLV TTOLW

pov. Tng
oTNV EKKAMOLO.

O I'ewpyokNg TOV aKOAOLONCE KOl TOTE EUELVE
0PWVOG, LEGO GTO POPTLYUKL NTAV EVA TAVELOPPO
TOOMNANTO TTOAL KOAVTEPO OO OLUTO TOL ELYE
OVEIPEVTEL, LIE HEYOAT KOANOO TOL AGTPOVTE LECO
GTNV VUYTO.

To apevTiKOo TOL 3V YOopTALVE VO PAETEL TNV
ekAnén tov F'empyokt.

Avte ool Hov KOAOPILIKO Kol KOAO
Xplotovyevva, cvveylle otnv {mn cov vo e1con
TILLOG KOl KAAOG Kol 0 Beog Bol eval TovToTE
nolv oov.

Bovio Xapepo
Aexepppr 2001
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A Greek language personal reflection on the profound simplicity of the Nativity, entitled, “We Forget,”” by Vickie Bellios

=EXVOMJE
HeYVAUE TG, XPNOTOLAN SLOUAVTIO KOl UWTTPLAAVTIO KOl
oG, YEVVNONKEG aAN YO VO OTTAQ VTUVOVOOVE LE AYOOTA
nog 8el€nNg amo mov EPYETAL M BaAldavTia.

xopa. 210 TEAOG eBvoiooceg Kol
Hexvapue mme pog oeidaéeg Vv ayvin {mn cov yio pog

LOVo TOTELVOGVVY, TTOL uovaxa v L0V O &sxacaug Mg TNV CTEPVN

exel kovtd Pplokopne tnv

YOANV.

T'aAnvn mov

nooyiCone Kovid o' avtn
va obue aAAd Eexvape

SLOTLYME TTOVL TTPETEL VO,

v Bpovpe. Ac¢ mpoomoabnowue

Hexvaue g yevvnOnkeg oce  Aowmdv moTtE va un Eexvooue Ko
nio piKpovAO @ATVN TOoL, oV ocevave XpNoTOLAN LOC VO CE
nbeiec, Ba drdAeyeg 1o OO dofoAloyolueE.
YPLOCO TAAATL.

Ma og okepOovpue

AOYLKO OTOV XTLTOEL N
Kaundva WG EYYEVNONG
Yl(l LoG amo pio aylo
Mava

2VYOPECE LOG OAOLG LOG

Heyxvaue mov e810AeEEC O0O mov OAa Ta EEXVOOUE KO OEV
aTTAOVG aVOPOTOLE KOl TOVG BLUOUOCTE TTOTE GE GEVA Tl
OVOULOLGEG YWOVELG GTOLE AYLOVG YPWOTOVLE.

EKELVOLC TOTTOVG. , ,
S S A¢ KAlvoue T yOvoTo Yo

ZEYVOLE TTMG Vo Tpooevynovue
edlaPnkeg p'éva Kdl o€ To Méya
uikpo {wakKt EcL Boaociuma mavta vao
HEYAAOG PaciAbg ELYOLLOVOVLE.

dev elyeg art.

ZEYVOUE TG Christmas
deV POPECES 2001
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Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a regular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

“ Brethren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3: 13,14).

My Beloved brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Our Heavenly Father,is the giver of many wonderful
new things. We come to Him by faith in Christ and He
gives us the New Birth. “Behold,I make all things new.”

Now to you and me God is giving a New Year. This
means a new start for some of us. We have not done
so well in the old year-we have not lived for God as
we should. Now we have a chance to make a new start.
This means a new hope for some. We have dreamed that
certain things would happen in the old year, but these
dreams have not come true, so we will hold on to the
hope that they will come true during this new year. This
means new obligations for some. Maybe it means a new
job, maybe it means new family responsibilities, maybe
it means a new position to maintain. You are resolving
to carry these responsibilities more successfully in the
coming year. Maybe it means a new life to live. It is time
for all of us to turn over a new page and to write a new
story on a clean page.

In our text we see Paul looking two ways.He looked
backward and thought of all that he had suffered for
Christ and all that he had accomplished for Crist. Then
he said, “I am going to turn my back upon all of that, for
there is something more important ahead.” Then looking
forward he said, “I am going to re-dedicate my life to
Christ and redouble my efforts for Him. In like manner,
it behooves us to look back over the past for a time—we
are to turn all of that over to God and leave it with
Him.Then we are to look toward the New Year, resolv-
ing in our hearts that with God’s help we will make it a
better year for Him,His Church and ourselves.

We wish each other a Happy New Year,but we must
do more than that. Let me give you a recipe for a Happy
New Year. This recipe consists of three “R”s: REPENT,
RESOLVE and REMEMBER.

I) WE ARE TO REPENT: Now we know that repen-
tance is the first step to God. We will never be saved
until first of all we have repented of our sins.

2)WE ARE TO RESOLVE: Our resolution for the

New Year”I want to be a better person. [ will try to be a
better Christian.”

3) WE ARE TO REMEMBER: We must remember
that we never can repay Christ for all that HE has done
for us. What has He done? He knew that we had sinned
and that the wrath of God would fall upon us. So He
went to the cross and took our place and died in our
stead. REMEMBER and SAY “In this New Year I will
do my best for Christ.”

In Luke 4;16, we are told that regular attendance at
public worship was a part of our Lord’s weekly activ-
ity. Orthodox Christians are admonished to walk even as
He walked, and to form similar good habits of meeting
together with other believers. If we neglect to worship
God on the Lord’s Day ,we grieve Him and injure our
own soul.

Some years ago a news reporter invited people to
send in their response to the statement,”Why I Don’t Go
To Church.”After he had received a number of replies,
he decided to show the weakness of their alibis by insert-
ing the word “movies” wherever “church” appeared in
their letters. Here is a sampling of his column: One
said,”] am out of the habit of going to the movies, that’s
why I no longer attend.” Another wrote, “I know a man
who has gone to the movies for years, and he is no
better than I am.” Still another remarked, “There are
as many good people outside the movies as inside.”
Some commented,”[ stay away from the movies because
I went when I was a child.” A number of other excuses
were given which proved equally absurd when “movies”
was substituted for the word “church”.The reasons given
were not valid. They were attempts to conceal a declin-
ing interest in their spiritual life, a refusal to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus, or a lack of love for God’s people.
Let us follow the footsteps of Jesus’ custom of attending
Church services regularly.

Thought for the New Year: “Attending Church ser-
vices does not depend on how far you live your church,
but how close you live to God!”

My family and I wish to Fr. John and his family and
all the members of the Holy Trinity Church, a Healthy,
Happy And Blessed New Year.

With His Love
Rev. T (%é/z K Wa&w%wu/mp




Spring & Summer Opportunities for College Students!

One of the most active and important ministries of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society. Through world-wide, national and local ministries, the Philoptochos reaches out to the needy, provides for
the poor and hungry, visits and cares for the sick and much more. This work is done by the National Philoptochos,
the Diocese Philoptochos and, here at home, our local Philoptochos chapter.

During the course of any given year, parishioners at Holy Trinity Church are asked to support the various fund-
raising projects sponsored by the Philoptochos. Unless otherwise designated for a specific cause, most of these
projects advertise that they support “the philanthropic work of the Philoptochos Society.” The list below provides a
more detailed idea of just what that philanthropic work is and whom it supports. During the course of the year 2001,
your donations and the hard work of these ladies have provided over $11,000.00 in charitable contributions. The
recipient organizations are listed here in order to bring about an awareness of the important work of this outreach
ministry, encourage the ladies and future members on to even greater things and to continue to engender the support
of the entire community for these efforts

God bless you, ladies of the Philoptochos, and thank you for help do the work of love of Jesus Christ!

Local Holy Trinity Outreach

e Holy Trinity Feast Day

* Holy Trinity Cemetery Fund

e Summer Camp for Holy Trinity children
* Holy Trinity Festival

* Local philanthropy for the needy

* Senior Citizens

‘:s (\P\\‘\TY + Wo

Diocese of Pittsburgh Outreach

* Special Care Fund

* The Caring Foundation

* Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of Greater Pittsburgh
* Diocese of Pittsburgh Summer Camp

* Children’s Hospital

e St. Nicholas Church Fund (New York, September 11)
e The Illuminator

National Philoptochos Outreach

e Ecumenical Patriarchate

* Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of Theology

Saint Basil Academy (Vasilopita)

St. Photios National Shrine

Orthodox Christian Mission Center (Bishop Jeronymos)
* Social Services e Cardiac Fund

* Unicef  Cathedral Soup Kitchen

e Cancer Fund
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Spring & Summer Opportunities for College Students!

A grecat
way for
Orthodox
Christian
college
students
to spcnd
Spring

HURRY,
SPACE IS LIMITED!

4
o REE Ak 2002

This year Real Break is
planning the following trips:

Project Mexico, Hogar Rafael Ayau in Guatemala,
Raphael House in San Francisco, and St. Basil Academy in New York.

‘ Dates for Real Break 2002

[spots available]

March 2-9 Project Mexico [15], Guatemala [15]

March 9-16 Project Mexico [15], Guatemala {15], St. Basil Academy [15]
March 16-25 Project Mexico [15], St. Basil Academy [15], Raphael House [15]
March 23-30 Project Mexico [15]

~ _REGISTRATION STARTS NOVEMBER 12™ o

Real Break provides alternatives to the “traditional” spring break which many times can
be nothing but foggy memories and empty experiences. Over the past 10 years
over 100 Orthodox students from all over North America have participate in Real Break.

Break!

For more information regarding Real Break or to start an OCF at your school contact:

National OCF Office
) 2311 Hearst Avenue * Berkeley, CA 94709

Tel.: (510) 704-8981 « E-mail: info@ocf.net
Website: www.ocf.net

IONIAN
VILLAGE 2002

Friendships and memories
that last a lifetime.

* Are you interested in a challenging and rewarding summer?
* Do you want to learn more about your Faith?

* Have you ever wanted to travel to Ancient Olympia?

* Do you want to help children grow in their Faith?

For the summer of 2002, Ionian Village is
looking for staff applicants in the following areas:

M Arts and Crafts v Lifeguard
M Athletics ™ Music and Greek Culture
M Infirmary (RN or MD required) & Orthodox Life

Applicants must be Orthodox Christians, 21 years of age or older by

June 24, 2002 and available to work from June 24 to August 13, 2002.

For more information, please contact the Tonian Village Office at (212) 570-3534 or

by e-mail at ionianvillage@goarch.org. Visit our web-site at www.ionianvillage.org.

<€

A great way
to spend the
summer,
serve the

Church, thP

young
PcoPIe

and sce
Creece, too!

<€
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Building An Architecture of True Orthodox Vision

Second in a series of educational articles by respected Byzantine architect Christ J. Kamages. Reprinted from “The Christian
Activist” magazine to raise an awareness of the history, tradition and thought behind traditional church architecture in the Greek
Orthodox Church as our community looks toward the future and the major building projects ahead.

uccessful results, in my opinion, are greatly

enhanced when the activities of product and pro-

cess are intertwined in the search for the most
responsive and appropriate solution to meet the needs of
the church. Product without process is akin to receiving
Holy Communion without Proper preparation or with-
out participation in the Divine Liturgy. Today, too many
parishes approach planning, design, and building facili-
ties without proper preparation, without the work of the
people guided by the Holy Spirit in developing the spe-
cific vision for their community.

A Treasure Chest of Sacred Richness

My deep concern is that the Orthodox Church is
the true Church, which, indeed, maintains the Apostolic
continuity and tradition and represents a very special
treasure chest of sacred richness. However, in recent
years, the architectural results, together with their lim-
ited process, have produced hit or miss results in the
New World, at best.

The “seat of the pants” or “I know it all” approaches
for planning and design are not appropriate or effective,
and their products bear regrettable legacies for the gen-
erations to come, not to mention the memorialization of
visual and functional monstrosities on our landscapes.
For many, many years these legacies will remain to pro-
vide witness to the Holy Orthodox Church that “a doctor
can bury his patients but an architect cannot.”

It is imperative that clergy, laity, and, yes, even
architects face up to their responsibility to the heritage
of the past to our people of today and for the generations
to come so that our facilities can fulfill the promise and
potential of the Holy Orthodox traditions and legacy.

Building on a Solid Foundation

Beyond the product/process issue, it is amazing that,
over time an incremental, permissive, and passive atti-
tude has allowed a number of issues to be considered
that, I believe, erode the full richness of our liturgical
practices. These issues need to be carefully reviewed,
evaluated, and, if warranted, appropriate action taken.
I feel it is important to carefully create a baseline that
defines a desired level of performance or attributes
required at a basic level, as well as desirable and optional
expectations for architectural and environmental ele-
ments supporting our Orthodox ecclesiastical activities.

In contrast to the tradition of our Orthodox faith,

14

the very nature of Protestantism (the multitude of varia-
tions on a theme) and the search and groping of post-Vat-
ican II Catholics constitute examples of unconstrained
change without a frame of reference and without a solid
(true) foundation and structure resulting in the creation
of Meeting Houses or Public Auditoria of serendipitous
quality and presence.

My grandfather often told me as a child, “Christos,
if you tell the truth you never have to remember what
you’ve said.” I loved my grandfather because of his
wisdom, compassion, and “street smarts”, but more
importantly, because of his strength and dedication to
his true faith and principles. My grandfather’s admo-
nition bears strong meaning in these matters, because
we must under- stand the truth or core meaning in any
matter ... even the architecture and environment of the
true faith.

A Heavenly Environment

In contrast to much of the American religious scene,
our Orthodox Church is not void in its traditions and
practices. Certainly, even with the recognition that we
are an “apophatic Church” in that we know what we do
not know and allow a context for the holy mysteries,
our Church has numerous rich traditions and purposes
that are definable and that are key in defining that spe-
cial place, presence, and Heaven on earth. The power of
the influence and example of Hagia Sophia, constructed
under Justinian in 536, has been immense in not only
converting Russia to the Orthodox faith under Vladimir
but in creating an inspiration for Christian and Islamic
architecture to come, 500 to 1,000 years after its com-
pletion. This manifestation is extremely powerful and
created the first major proclamation of an architectural
form responding to liturgical needs of the true faith. It
broke the mold for Christianity, which was using the
borrowed form of the secular Roman Basilicas. Often-
times in our practice, I hear people proclaim that “I
really want to build this church for God,” and then I
politely respond, “My friend, God does not need this
church; we are those in need.” The nature of our Ortho-
dox ecclesiastical and iconographic traditions was devel-
oped by the Fathers to transform our earthly presence to
that “heavenly environment,” in the spirit of “linkage”
and “connection,” on a timeless continuum.

(Continued next month)




Community Banking
at its best.

NorthSide
Bank

Main Office Allegheny Professional Buidling
200 Federal Street 400 East North Avenue
231-XXXX 231-XXXX

STEPHEN M. BRADY
FUNERAL HOME

412-321-0495

920 Cedar Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
Expert Pre-Need Planning & Funding

In memory
of their
beloved ones

Che
Olahakis ].:amilg

In loving memory

of my brother,
Michael

Louis Manesiotis

%3‘7’%3% *e—‘géﬁ%
2y 2y
ohe »*

and family

EYE PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS, LTD.
Christ A. Balouris, M.D.

Comprehensive Opthamology

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Cemetery

McCandless Township, North Hills

Serving the needs of our community since 1945. Please con-
sider Holy Trinity Cemetery in your estate planning. Many

DOWNtOWN .ceevuneeeeeerannnnee. Center City Tower 412-281-5876 | reasonbly priced lots are available.
North Hills ........ Pgh. Office & Resource Park 412-364-5282 Single Grave ....... $500 Four Graves..... $1,000
Fox Chapel .. St. Margaret Medical Arts Bldg. 412-784-9060 Twin Graves........ $900 Five Graves ..... $1’ 575
Shadyside.......... Aiken Professional Building 412-621-9060 Three Graves ...$1.275 Six Graves....... $2’1OO
HERALD PERSONAL SPONSORSHIP FORM

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Donation enclosed:
(Please enclose a donation of at least $20)
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2002 HOLY TRINITY HOUSE BLESSING REQUEST FORM

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip

Daytime phone:

Evening phone:

Notes, directions or special information:

a day or two before your visit.

A schedule and description of the House Blessing tradition can be found inside this issue of The
Herald. If you would like this special blessing for your family, home or even business, please
mail or deliver this form to the church office by January 5. Your date and time will be confirmed




