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Orthodox, Faith in the Holy Trinity. Its beams and planks, the
DON’T FORGET dogmas and traditions of the Faith. Its mast represents the Cross; its sails and riggin repre-

sent hope and love. The Master of the vesselis our Lord, Jesus Christ, Whose hand is on the
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helm. The mates and sailors are the Apostles, and the successors of the Apostles, and all the
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clergymen, secretaries and notaries and the occasional teachers. The passengers comprise all

Orthodox Christians. The sea symbolizes present life. A gentle and zephyr-like breeze signi-

fies whiffs and graces of the Holy Spirit wafting the vessel on its course. Winds, on the other

""""""""""""""""" hand, are temptations baffling it. Its rudder, whereby it is steered straightforwardly to the
L[THRG& heavenly herbor, if the handbook of sacred canons.”

THRU SEPT. 1ST Illustration and description taken from “The Rudder” (1908 Edition)
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ay up for yourselves freasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal [...where Wall Street doesn’t
devalue, shady accounting doesn’t defraud, quarterly
stiaiements don’t diminish and the LR.S. can’t audit...]

for where your freasure is, there will your heart be also.
(Matthew 6.20-21, revised)

Dear Brothers and Sisters and Christ,

What interesting times these are! As the headline writers in the papers and the
talking heads on television vie for the front lines of our attention ... and the politi-
cians jockey as usual to take advantage of every situation to their own advantage
... every bit of news, soon-to-be-news or slight change in the financial indicators,
seems to tell us we should be panicking ... or we should not be panicking ... or
we should be buying ... or we should be selling. It is enough to make make one
wonder what really matters?

It is answer to fits of worldly life such as these that the Lord told His disciples,
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what
you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing?” (Matt. 6. 25). I remember quite vividly
learning that lesson in my early days as a camp counselor, standing around the
campfire singing, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you. Alleluia!”

Fortunes and worldly blessings can do great things: build churches; support
ministries; empower philanthropy; fund medical research; provide for the secu-
rity of our nation and more. That same wealth can also, however, become the
thing which draws our attention away from the Real Treasure (Matt. 6.34) just
long enough to turn our priorities upside down and make us mistaken the dust and
rust of this world for the eternal treasure. After all, how often do we pay more
attention to the shape of our soul and its preparation for paradise than we do to
the balance of our mutual funds and the condition of our 401K?

The point is this: like everythingother blessing in this life, the up-and-down
balances of our worldly investments are there as a tool for us to “do good to all
men” while we have time (Gal. 6.10). But don’t forget, they are only one type of
investment the Lord gives us to work with. There are many others:

* Invest your time to be with your family.

* Invest your prayers to be with your God.

* Invest your labors to serve your Church

* Invest your hope to strengthen your heart

* Invest your faith to cleanse your soul
These are but a few of the opportunities the Lord provides to “undistract” us from
the see-saw markets and the topsy-turvy world.

You need only to look around to see the “returns” of these investments. A com-
munity of faith, serving God, nurturing her children, planning for the future, fol-
lowing the narrow path to Paradise. Sure, we don’t measure up in every worldly

Have faith, keep your eye on the real prize!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

—

way, but that’s not the measuring stick the Lord uses. M,

[ 2
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News & Events

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Vacation Church School ........ July 29-August 2

The 2002 Orthodox Christian Vacation Church
School program will be held in conjunction with other
Orthodox parishes of the area at Holy Cross Church
from Monday, July 29 through Friday, August 2, 9:00
am to 12:00 noon each day. Please call 412-833-3355
if you would like your child to attend.

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Church School/Greek School Registration. . . August

Registration for the 2002/2003 Church School and
Greek School year at Holy Trinity is right around the
corner! On Sundays, August 11, 18 & 25, there will
be registration tables in the Coffee Hour for parents
to sign up their children for the upcoming year. The
process is simple: just update your child’s card with
any changes and sign for the current year. Parents are
reminded that Church School classes start with the
two-year-old Toddlers Class.

The Church School will also be collecting its annual
Parents and Volunteers Survey forms at registration
time. Please take the time to complete one of these
forms and offer your stewardship of time and talents in
helping the Church School ministry during the coming
year. Thank you!

COMMUNITY NEWS

Over 50 Club Trips

The Over 50 Club will be taking two trips in the
near future. The first will be a day trip on August 20 to
Akron, Ohio. The destination is the Carousel Theatre.,
where the group will be seeing the classic musical,
“Showboat.” Time for shopping will also be provided.
Contact Stella Athanasiou at 412-322-4080 for infor-
mation or reservations.

Also, the group will be travelling to the Jersey
Shore and Lancaster County, PA, from September 30 to
October 5. Bus transportation and meals are included
in the $335 package Destinations include Wildwood,
NJ, and the Sight & Sound Theatre in Stroudsburg, PA,
where the group will attend a musical performance of
the Bible story of “Daniel.”

Cemetery Committee Announcement

Please keep sending your voluntary “maintenance”
donations that help us offset our yearly ground keep-

ing operations. Your donations assist us in keeping the
grounds looking beautiful. Thank you!

Also, your help is needed regarding payment of
“reserved” graves. There is an ongoing problem in
accounting for gravesites of unpaid “reserved” (from
years past) versus “paid reserved” spaces. According to
the Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery adopted by
the community, we cannot “reserve” graves that have
not been purchased. If you have graves in this condi-
tion (“reserved” but not paid), please confirm them
with payment as soon as possible to avoid future prob-
lems or questions of ownership. When unpaid space
ownership is in question, we will attempt to give the
immediate families first right to purchase gravesites.
Thank you for understanding and if you have any ques-
tions please call Bill Fiedler @ 412-364-1545.

Lost and Found

A bracelet was found at the Pentecost Feast Day
Panigiri. If you have lost one and can identify it, please
call the church office at 412-321-9282.

Additional Stewardship Pledges Received

In addition to the list published in the last issue of
The Herald, pledges from the following Holy Trinity
Stewards have been received to date:

Mr. & Mrs. George Manias
Mrs. Anastasia Rigas

Thank you, good and faithful Stewards! If you have
not yet submitted your card, please do so today!

FESTIVAL NEWS

The Festival is Coming! ... August 28-September 1

Please mark your calendars for the 2002 Holy Trin-
ity Greek Festival, August 28-September 1. Ad Book
Sponsor forms were included in previous issues; the
Volunteer Schedule is included in this issue. Please
also check the remaining cooking schedule. Don’t
wait for someone to call—get involved today! It’s just
around the corner!

Want to help and enjoy yourself, too? Call your
friends, koumbaroi, relatives or co-workers and sched-
ule a meal at the Festival from now.

Greek Dance Practices ................. August

Greek Dance practice will take place on Thursdays
during the month of August, starting at 7:00 pm fol-
lowing Paraclesis services on August 1 and 8, then at
6:00 pm for the remainder of the month. For informa-

=
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News & Events

tion, contact Stella Athanasiou at 412-322-4080.

Thank you, dancers and teachers, for your dedica-
tion to serving your Church and your pride in preserv-
ing your Greek heritage and its dancing traditions!

Festival Cooking ..................... August

Please volunteer to help with the cooking for the
Holy Trinity Festival. The schedule is as follows:

Thu. Aug. 1,9:00 am .......cceoveevverierieieenenns Diples
Thu. Aug. 1,9:00 am ........cccccveeevenrnnen. Spanakopita
Fri. Aug. 2, 9:00 am .........cccevvevvenreeienerennn. Diples
Tue. Aug. 6, (following Liturgy)................. Pastitsio
Thu. Aug. 8, 10:00 am .........c.cceveeveennenee. Dolmathes
Fri. Aug. 9, 10:00 am ...........cceevvvereennnns Dolmathes
Tue. Aug. 6, 9:00 am...........cceeeveeereerennnnnne. Pastitsio
Thu. Aug. 15 (following Liturgy) ............... Pastitsio

LITURGICAL LIFE

9:30 Divine Liturgy Hours Through Sept. 1

Throughout the summer and continuing through the
Festival Weekend (September 1), Holy Trinity Church
holds Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. This schedule is in
effect for all Sundays and weekday Liturgies. Orthros
starts at 8:30 am. Also, don’t forget, the homily is
delivered following the Gospel reading, which takes
place early in the service. Please be sure to adjust your
personal and family schedules to be there on time!

Paraclesis Services August 1-15

Holy Trinity will, as usual, offer a schedule of
Paraclesis to the Theotokos
Services during the first
fifteen days of August in |
preparation for the feast of ||
the Falling Asleep (Koimis-
sis) of the Theotokos. We
will also continue the prac-
tice of highlighting various
ministries at Holy Trinity
on given evenings as we
invoke the prayers of the
Theotokos upon our efforts.
Again, please remember
that all parishioners are encouraged to attend all ser-
vices; these specially designated evenings are a way
for us to gather together as faithful members of various
ministry groups and ask for the Lord’s blessings and
the Panayia’s prayers regarding our particular involve-
ment in the life of the Church. Here is the schedule:

August 2002 Paraclesis Services

Thu. Aug. 1., 6 pm
Fri. Aug. 2......ooc...... 6 pm: Youth & Family Night
Mon. Aug. 5................. 10:00 AM: Senior Citizens
Wed. Aug. 7 ...coeeennneee. 6 pm: Church School Staff
Thu. Aug. §................. 6 pm: Anointing of the sick
Fri. AUG. Oueevvveeieieee e 6 pm
Mon. AU, 12 .. 6 pm
Tue. Aug. 13 ..o, 6 pm: Parish Council

Transfiguration Vespers & Liturgy ....... Aug. 5/6

The Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration in Ell-
wood City invites us to join them for their August Sth
Great Vespers at 6:00 p.m, followed by a lenten recep-
tion. To get there, take 1-79 North to the Portersville
Road/Route 488 exit toward Ellwood City. Follow 488
to the Monastery. The phone number is 724-758-4002.

Orthros and Divine Liturgy for the feast of the
Transfiguration will be held at the Monastery as well
as at Holy Trinity Church on Tuesday, August 6, with
Orthros starting at 8:30 a.m., followed by Divine Lit-
urgy at 9:30.

In keeping with the wonderful tradition of the Bless-
ing of the First Fruits, it is customary to bring a tray
of washed grapes or fruit on that day, which will be
blessed at the end of the service and distributed to
those in attendance.

Koimissis Vespers & Liturgy Aug. 14/15

Our sister parishes of Koimissis churches in
Aliquippa and Oakmont invite us to join them for their
feast day Great Vespers on August 14th at 7:00 p.m.,
followed by a lenten reception.

Orthros and Divine Liturgy for the feast of the
Falling Asleep of the Theotokos will be held at those
parishes as well as at Holy Trinity Church on Wednes-
day, August 15, with Orthros starting at 8:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by Divine Liturgy at 9:30.

Weekday Liturgies August

In addition to the regular Sunday services and the
special schedule of Paraclesis services, please make
note of the following weekday services in honor of
these major Feast Dayts during August. Orthros starts
at 8:30 a.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy at 9:30
a.m.

Tue. Aug. 6: Transfiguration of the Lord
Thu. Aug. 15: Falling Asleep of the Theotokos
Thu. Aug. 29: Beheading of St. John the Baptist

(o]
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2002 Paschal Donations

Thank you to the many parishioners and friends who offered donations for Lent and Holy Week through the envelope
system. Thank you also to the following donors of special flowers and items used during this holy season:

Salutations to the Theotokos Services
Flowers for the processional and iconostasion icons of the Theotokos

* Anonymous * John Langas * Kelly Manning
* Mr & Mrs. Peter Panos, in memory of Mike & Athena Peters
* Nick, Joy, Margo & Ted Loomis, for the health of their family

Lenten & Holy Week Services
Flowers and other liturgical needs for the holy services

Iconostasion Flower for the Holy Archangels ...........ccccovcviriiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e Anonymous
Processional Flowers for the Veneration of the Cross ..........ccceceevvverienienienienieenieseeseenenns Holy Trinity Philoptochos
Annunciation [conostasion ICon ..........ccceevevveviverieriieniesiereeiens Dr. and Mrs. Christ and Kathy Balouris and family
Processional Icon for Palm Sunday ..........ccecevevvvciinciincinnciecieeeee, Helen & Steve Morris, for the health their family
Bridegroom (Nymphios) Processional Icon Flowers ..................... John and Sophia Regas, in memory of their parents
Holy Wednesday Holy Unction SUPPLIES........cccverierierieiieiiesiesiesieseesee e sve e seneseaesenessnesnnesnnes Sarah Scopeletis
Lent and Holy Week Wine for Holy Communion ...........c.cccceeevveveennenne. Gregory Pappas, in memory of Christ Pappas
Prosforon for Liturgies............... Joanne Pappas, Martha Lambou, Evdoxia Danis, Katherine Balouris, Faith Williard
Crucifix Wreath Of FIOWETS.........coovuviiiiiiieieeeee e John and Toula Giannoutsos; Antonia Karras
Crucifix Candles.................. Melanie Black, in memory of Mary Mihalopoulos and Nicholas & Eugenia Roomeliotis
Rosewater for Holy Friday.........ccocevvveviieniienieninnns Stella Kourakos, in memory of Irene, Stanley & George Kourakos
Flowers for the Epitaphion..........ccccoecvevverierieenienvenenenne. Holy Trinity Offering Trays, Envelopes, plus the following:

* Betty Dickos, in memory of Frank & Fannie Dickos

* Mr. & Mrs. Frank Erdeljac & Family, in memory of Michael & Theologia Alexiades
* Mr. & Mrs. Gust Passadis

* Steve Pefanis & family, for the health of their family

* Georgia Vlahakis Holm, in memory of her parents, Mr./Mrs. George Vlahakis, and brothers, William and Walter
* Bob & Harriet Navarro, in memory of Catherine, James & Michael Karras

Decoration of the Epitaphion............cccccvevvveieennnns Holy Trinity Philoptochos and other Holy Trinity youth & parents
Sheet for Burial SKroUd ..........coooierieiiiiieieeestes ettt e sre e beessa e e esaesaens Athanasia Geanopulos
Resurrection & Pentecost Services

Resurrection EZ@s .......cooviiiiiiiiiiciieceeee e Mr. Jerry Pefanis, in memory of his wife, Anastasia
Dying and Preparation of the Red EZ@S.......c.cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiecee et Holy Trinity Philoptochos
Resurrection Processional Icon 1........................ Irene S. Karavolos & Fanny Kostos, in memory of Steve Karavolos
Resurrection Processional Icon 2............ccceeevveenneennee. Gerri & Paula Valliant & daughters, in memory of their mother

& grandmother, Helen Kastanis Valliant
Priest’s Resurrection Candle 1 .............ccueeee.. Georgia Manesiotis, for the health of her family and the parishioners
Priest’s Resurrection Candle 2...........ceovvvieeciiieiiieciiccieeieeceeeee e Barbara Harlas, in memory of Nick Harlas
Rose Petals and Leaves for Holy Saturday morning ...........cccceeevveriieeciieeiiieecie e eeveesvee e Paul & Sally Hionedes
LAIIES 1eoevieeiiieciee ettt ettt et e e e et eeneeens Holy Trinity Offering Envelopes, plus the following:

* Judith Fulton, in memory of her parents, Robert and Bella (Fortes) Fulton
* Joseph & Arlene Phaturos, for the health of their family
* Olga Regakis, in memory of James Regakis and all the deceased
Pentecost Feast Day Icon.........cccoeevvevciieiciieccieeiieeieens Fr. John Touloumes & family, in memory of John Touloumes

Thank you also to the chanters, acolytes, choir, Parish Council members and others who helped during Lent
and Holy Week with the holy services. May you always be strengthened in the hope and promise of the eter-
nal life found only in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

(8]
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The Prayer Rope - Part 3

Below is the third of three parts of enlightening article by an unnamed monk from Mount Athos. It explains both the practical and
spirituals aspects of the Orthodox Prayer Rope (“Komboskini”). Prayer ropes are a tool to be used by every Orthodox Chris-
tians, not only monastics. They are available from our Three Hierarchs Bookstore as well as the monastery in Saxonburg.

Helping Regulate Time
Of course, a person has to fight off the temptation to
“rush”. For this reason, some people use a clock instead of
a prayer rope as an external measure for their prayer rule.
By using a clock, a person can devote a set amount of
time to prayer, although he may not keep track of
the exact number of prayer he says.

Helping Dedicate Prayers

The prayer rope is also a convenient
way to keep track of the number of bows or
prostrations a person makes during his prayer
rule. Making the sign of the cross over oneself
and then bowing from the waist and touching
the ground with one’s fingertips, or bowing
down on one’s knees and touching the
forehead to the ground are very ancient
ways of offering prayers to God and His
Saints. One can combine these bows or
prostrations with the Jesus Prayer or any
of the short prayers we have mentioned
above. The physical action of bowing or
kneeling can contribute to the fervor of
the prayer and give expression to our sup-
plication, as we humble ourselves before
God. This is one way in, which we can
carry out the apostolic command to praise
God both in our souls and in our bodies
(see 1 Corinthians 6.20: “You must praise
God with your bodies and your souls, that
belong to God.”)

Praying Without Ceasing

Many people use the prayer rope
when they lie down to sleep. After sign-
ing their bed with the cross, they take their prayer rope,
bless themselves with the sign of the cross as they lie in
bed, and quietly pray with the prayer rope until they fall
asleep.

Waking up with the prayer rope still in your fingers or
next to you on the pillow helps begin the new day with
prayer. But ending the previous day with quiet prayer is
an even better way to prepare for a prayerful beginning
of the new day, not to mention preparing for the Eternal
Day should we fall asleep that night in death.

Others take their prayer rope in hand during idle
moments, such as while commuting or travelling. At any

“When we
are pray-
ing at the
services,

our prayer
is joined
to that of
the entire
Church”

time of the day, whenever you remember to do so, you
can take a little prayer rope in your fingers, and the asso-
ciation of that action with the prayer you offer at other
times will help you concentrate and offer some prayers
during the course of the day whenever you may

be, whatever you may be doing. And this is

an important step towards fulfilling the com-
mandment to pray without ceasing.

Concentrating on Prayers

The holy bishop Ignaty Briancharinov
mentions that the lengthy services held in
the Orthodox Church are also a good opportu-
nity for praying with the prayer rope. Often there are
times when it is difficult to concentrate on the words
being read or chanted, and it is easier to concentrate
quietly on one’s own private prayers, be
they extemporaneous prayers for some
special need, repeating prayers or psalms
that we know by heart, or repeating some
short prayer, especially the Jesus Prayer,
with the assistance of the prayer rope. In
fact, this often helps a person concentrate
better on the service itself. Of course, when
we are praying at the services, our prayer is
joined to that of the entire Church.

Escaping Distractions in Prayer

We are constantly occupied by all kinds
of thoughts that appear in our heads, and it
seems we no sooner start to pray than we
catch ourselves thinking about something
else. Here again, the physical presence of
the prayer rope in our fingers can help us
catch ourselves and return to our task of
prayer more quickly. And immediately we can offer our
prayers anew without getting further entangled in our
thoughts about how easily we get distracted from prayer
to God. Here we have touched on the great science of
prayer, what the holy fathers have named the “art of the
arts”. Regular reading the Holy Gospel, the lives of the
saints and other devotional and spiritual literature can
be of great assistance. But the important thing is to start
to pray, to concentrate on words of the prayer, to offer
heart-felt prayers to Jesus Christ, our Lord and God,
which bring us closer to the Kingdom of God, for “The
Kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17.21).

6]
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Archdiocese Launches Redesigned Web Site!

ErisTLE READING

St. Paul's Letter to the
Famans 15:7-16

GosPEL READING
Matthew 12:38-45

SAINTS AND FEASTS

Athenagorus the
Apnlogist
Holy Great Martyr
Christina

News AND EVENTS

e Come Receive the Light Radio Program -
Upcoming Schedule
Pan-0Orthodox Festival to Kick Off IOCC Race
Philoptochos Gives Generous Gift to I0CC
Media Advisory - July 14 - August 1, 2002

archhishop Demetrios and SCOBA Hierarchs
Meet with President Bush at the White House

SPOTLIGHT

- LR 11| UMIMNATIONS, the video
= L,..— ™ ragazine of the Greek
oI W Orthiodox Archdiocese of
..[“\,l]]\m[;m‘ Armerica, will take you across
ot the country and around the
A wiorld offering you a closer
ook at the waork and ministry of our Archdiocese,
Diocese, Parishes and show you the ways our

Hierarchs, our Clergy and our faithful are making a
difference in the lives of others., Learn more

Send free Orthodox
Christian greeting
cards, complete
with icons!

One of the exciting announcements at the Clergy-Laity Congress was the launch of the completely re-designed
Archdiocese web site, www.goarch.org. Already a well-respected site in its previous version, this new profes-
sionally done re-design raises it to an award-winning level and makes it one of the finest religious sites on the
Internet as well as a phenomenal Orthodox resource. Please put it on your ‘‘favorites” list and use it often!

Focus on THE FaiTH

Want to learn more about
Orthodox Christianity? Why not
start from the beginning with an
Introduction to Orthodox
Christianitv. Learn rore

FEATURED VIDEO

\ History of Orthodox
H } \; Chnstlanlty: this 3 part
S Sorics views the
foundation and growth
of the Orthodox Church through
historic milestones and geographic
locations connected to specific
eras, examining the formation of
major aspects of the Holy
Tradition. Watch enline

MiNISTRY HIGHLIGHT

The Department of Internet
Ministries has launched a new web
site for the Archdiocese. This site
offers a vast selection of
inspirational, educational,
multimedia, and interactive content
on the Orthodox Christian faith
and life. Learn about the site's
new sections and offerings.  Learn
more

BiBLE SEARCH

Version: m
PaSSage:| [e.q. John 4]

wordi(s): (e.g. God

Lowves]
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Summer Camp 2002: A Banner Year for Holy Trinity!

N ol [
the
Word!”

(Matthew 28:19)

By the grace of God, 2002
was a record-breaking year

; e for Holy Trinity’s participa- e S
HOLY TRINITY JOY tcion in ocl)Jr diocesan Summer HOLY TRINITY
CAMPERS & STAFF amp. Our community sent GOYA CAMPERS

30 JOY and GOYA camp-
ers, as well as 7 staff members, including Father John. The theme for this year’s camp was “Spread the
Word,” which focused on the important role we each have in the mission work of the Church: bringing the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the world. Thank you to the parents, whose encouragement helped so many
attend and to the Philoptochos, various donors and the Parish Council for helping underwrite the cost of
attending. Your “investment” in the nurturing of our children’s souls and faith will last a lifetime!

See more camp photos
" online at www.odpgh.org




Can you pack all of your
Camp memories into one night?

Saturday, August 17, 2002 = 8:00 PM - 1:00 AM
Holy Cross Community Center < Pittsburgh, PA

Join hundreds of current and former campers, counselors, staff and friends of the camp program as we
reunite for the future of camp. At CampFest we will relive our own joyful camp experiences while
ensuring that generations of future campers enjoy the blessings and memories of our camp program.

For ticket information, please visit our website, email us at CampFest@hotmail.com or call 412-531-7146.
All proceeds from CampFest will be donated directly to the development of the camp at mount tabor.

A fundraising event for The Camp at Mount Tabor

www.MtTabor.org/CampFest
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The Cultural Side * H IToAwtiotikn ITAgvpa

O Topmiropog
™ EAMnG

Eyovv mepacer 62 ypovia amo
TOTE OV TO KOUOPL TOV EAANVIKOV
otorov 10 EAAN PBpnke tpayuo
TeAOG 6T0 Apavt TG Tnvov.

Axolovbel evo AemTopEPEG
KEYEVO OO0 TIG TEAELTOLEG MPES
TOL ©pAL  TAoL.Oa ot
KoAo vo unv Egyvape ool (NOOpE TO YEYOVOTO, TOTE KOl VOl
LoB0IVOLE KOt TOL TTOSL0L LOG LLEPLKO. KOUUATLYL TNG EVOOENG
1OTOPLOGLLOG.

Eye podioel yuo kada 1 cvyn otav To 1€po mAowo {uymaoe
omv Tnvo yw o peyoko yioptact. O Avyovotiatikog NAOG,
OV EKAVET’ OAOGTPMOTO ALY010 V' OVILPEYYEL TEPACTIO TETPADL,
efage tpravtapuriioypvon ™ omoboatn clloveta tov. H
moMTEW €1YE EVMVNGCE, OO TO HOyo(oKlol TG TPOKLLLOLOG
elye onkmbel kwoAag n Pon Tov mavnyvplov. Ot KopToveg
YTUTOVGOV YOPLOGVVO, TO TEPIGTEPLO. TETOVCAV TOVE® OIT0
o Aoviovdiopevo mepoll Kol TIG OTEYES, avOpwmot
YOPOVHEVOL KUKAMPOPOVGO VGTOVG SPOLLOVG.

To oo eypoye yopyo Koo T0E0 Kol GOVVTOPLEE
o010 Mpovl omeE®, MEVTOKOOLO, TEVNVIO UETPO OO TO
TpOcwo eavapt TG unovkac. Kabe kapaft exst mv popa
tov.ITolog B pmopovoe mote vo fOAAN LLE TO VOL TOL TTMG
aVTO €0, OKOPMUEVO GTNV AUEPIKN Y10 AOYOPLOCUO TOV
Kwelwv mov to Bghav yio oyodn mupofoiikov, Ba Eexvovoe
amo T poakpva vepa Tov Elpnvicov pe to eotiko ovopa
«Deryouvyk» Yoo v’ EAON Lo pepa vo Bpn 10TOPIKO TOPO OTO
BvBo 1oL Atyaiov,cOPOVEOUEVO HE TNV YOAOVOAELKT T®V
EXMnvev p’eva poboroyiko ovopo 6tny Tpupvr to Tov?

Ma mowog amo to mAnpopa g EAAng mov nrav
opaypevn oto Adaun g MnAov Oo pumopovce mote va
eovtochn, otav o XTolapyog Tpootale T0 Kapaft va guyn
auTn TNV voyto yio v Tnvo yia 1o maviyvpt, Tog to Ta&etdt
ovto Oa NTaY To TEAELTALO TNG KOl Y10, LEPIKOVG KO Y10, O1KO
TOVG,.

Voula Hareras

Eyoav Byn amo to Ayavi ng Mniov ot pio peta
TO LECOVUKTOLOMOAVTY pmovatod. Emieav pe koot pio
oe Bolaooca yval, Tov Oa LTOPOVGEG VO LETPTONG T 0GTPA
mov kafpentile. Kot ntov oho T060 NGLYO TOGO YAVKO 7TOL
VIOEIOUOTIKOL KOl VOVTEG, VO POTIOVVTOL YLOTL VO, EWVOL TO
Kapaft 6e TOAEKT] £YEPTT). AVTI OEV NTAV VOKTA Y10t GKATPOL
gpya oAAa Yo ayamn. EAappog MPog apyioe vo puoarn Kot va
TOALYT] TIG LOPPES LE YAL0PO Aad apLol povvTaploay oty Tnvo.
H opa ntav €&t kot pion gva caimopo vfvpo ovithoince
TPOGTAYLLO VO, YIVEL ‘AVOTACLG GOV,

To mlowo @opece HEUIOG TO QUIOPO TPLYOVO TOL
UEYOAOV ONUOLOGTOAIGUOV TOV. TG, GYOWIN OV MTOV T
ONUOTO EYOV POUWEL KOL TIG AEYOUEVEG «OPLOVTIEG OMLLOLES
AVOYVOPIGEDS) TPOOPICUEVEG VO OELYVOLY OO0  HOKPLO,

o1’ agpomAava TV €BvikoTnTa TOL KapoPlov.

YV TPOKLUOL KOL YOP® OO0 TOV VOO TNG
Meyoloyapng m kwnon topa dvvopmvel. Ot amepot
mpayuatevtadeg apyoayv va  Lovlovvilovv OV GOULKEG
avopesa otovg mavnyvpuwtes. Kor 11 dev  movAovoav
OTOVPOVE, KOUTOAOYLN, YUPTOKOPTES,KOVTIIAOPOPOVE,ELKOVL
opata,eurokta oro o Aylo Opog, ELVAOYALTTIKY, VTOTEAES,
Bevtolieg, pavtideg, Bpoayloia, Kot TOAAQ OAAQ, OTL UTOPEL
va {oAoT TIG YOVOIKOVAES TV TOVITYUPI®V.

Kovta otovg epumopakideg peso oo TAn6n drtopopot
ATOTEOVEG Kot AOTOSVTES TPOGTAHOVY VO TAGUPOVY YEVTIKA,
S0KTLALOLN 1) VO GOVPPDGOVY TO TOPTOPOAL TOV TIGTMV.

H mo yeloom atpoceopo Poaciieve otnv EAAn,
ovtn T otyun e Avber oto To&Ewdl, To ToAvBpvAnto
mua, oot vouteg Bo oypatiloy TiumTiko aynpo (Expeme
va VoL copavta ) Tov o cuvodeve v kabepopevn AMTovia,
Kot topa eyav kotefer oto mpupvolo vrogpaypo polv
[e TOVUG OKT® EVGEPRELS VIOEIMUATIKOVG TOL gLV (nTnoet
LLOVOL TOVG OTO TOV KVBEPVLTN VO TOVG EMLTPEYT] VO KPOLTOLY
ekmeprrpomng v gwova g [aphevov oty mepipopa g,

Hvpwlovtav, mhevovtav, oalialov TIC  OTOAEG
TOVG, YLOALOV TO KOLUTO TOVG, WE OOTEWL TEPAYLOTO
Kot Tpoyovdio. Avtog o (NAog Tovg YALT®GE, OV MTAY GTO
KOTOOTPOUO, LTOPEL VO, ELYOVE TUYN OlapopeTikn. Ot aAlot
vavteg emievav Kot kabapilov o opoppo Kopapt.

Htav 1 opo €nT00 TOPOTETOPTO T’ OKOVGTIKE VO
Bouler kwnnpog ogpomiovov otov aepa. Mo Itaiikn
OLEPUKOTOG TTOV EYaV GPvcet Ta eBvika ypopata g, Luywoe
mv «EAMp». Epyovtav amo avatohkn dievbvvon metmvtog
1000 petpa vyoc. v otiyun Ppednkav otnv Beon tovg ot
OLOYEIPLES TV TVPOPOAMY, 0 VIAEIOUATIKOG TLUPOPOANTNG
mpe STy Vo TOpOKOAOVOEL TO OEgpOTAGVO pE TNV
opoyepla Tov TP®ToL Tupoforov «Tepvoy,Tnv W dratayn
TNPE KOL O OPYLKELEVTNG TUPOBOANTNG LE TNV OLOYELPLO TV
mupoformv(cKova).

H aepoxatog ekope dvo peyoreg PoATEG mAvVMD OO
t0 Apovi. Ta wAnfn mov erowaloviov yw v Altavelo
BappovTag TG MTAV  EMANVIKO, YOLPETOLGOV OO TNV
TPOKLLOLM, TO OPOUOKIO,TO UTOAKOVIOL WHE KOTEAD KoL
pavimia. To agpookagoc mepvaviag amo v EAAn oe
Kamow,  amootaocn,Tpapnée pe katevbvoon 1O ZKipova
glattovoviog oo evo vyos. Kovevag dev edwoe o’ owto
TO EMEIGOOL0 TN GNUOOCLO TOV ELYE OO KOVEVOS TO VOU OgV
TMEPAGE OTL 1] OEPAKATOS EPYOTOVE VO KON OVOYVEOPLOT] VOl
dwom oToyEln Yo TV emkeevn Bovaciun emifeon Kot M
TPOETOLHOCLY  EOKOAOVOOVGE GTO KOTAGTPMHLA-ETOLLAGLO,
€€000V Kot KOHAPIGUOV—OL VOVTEG GTO TPVUVOLO VITOPPOLYLLOL
TAPOAAPOVAY TOPO TOV OTAGHO TOVG,.

Htove mo 1 o©po OKT® KOl €IKOCL TEVTE, GTO
KOTOOTPOUO BpLokotoy 0 ONUAoQopog NG  Popdlac,o
VROEIOUATIKOG TNG QLVAOKTG, O 0YYEALOPOPOS, Ol OVOPES TMV
OLLOYELPLOV, LEPLKOL VOPEG TOV OLYTLLOTOS TOV ELYAV ETOYLAOTN,
kot 0 avBvmorolapyog Kupralomovdog mepioTotyGUeEVOS Omo

ol
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The Cultural Side *« H IToAwtiotikn ITAgvpa

VOGO UOTIKOVC.

Tov eyyav Luymoet yuo vo tov potnoovy —a fynte Oa
nate otnv Meyoroyopn?—ylott potate? €1E 0 AEIOUATIKOG
Y0 VO GOG OMCOVHE V' OVOWETE KOL YIOL PLOG EVOL KEPL KVPLE
avBomomhowapye. Aev eye mpolofer va  amokpln mov
OKOVOTIKE OO TNV YEQLPO TOL KOPAPLOL OOV GTEKOTAV Ol
OTLLOTOPOL 10, dSUVATN POVI—TOPTIAT de&lo—KOl GUVYPOVE
T1G TeEhevtaneg cLALaPeg okemale OOLLOVIGHEVOC TOTOYOG KOl
Pon amo tpopepn ekpnén.

Tpavtaylo @pIKTo, CECHOS OAOKOTOG ECEIGE TO
kapaft mov vopileg g Ba doivdn, g Ba EekoAincovy ta
o13€pa. TOV KOl T ATCAALN Kot B0 pUYOVV GTO TEGGEPO, OTLUELL
tov oprfovtoc.

Yvvykoppo ovamndnoe Svo petpa e&® amo TNV
folocoo cav vo TO GNK®GE YyovTio dvvoun, KU oo To
OTAQYVO TOV OVOLYUEVO WE HIOG ONO TEPUOCTIO, VIEPTLECT),
TWVOYTNKAY [ OTOLGI0 OVPALOGLLO, HOVYKPICUO KOL (QUGLUO
AoPopevov peyafuplov o€ VYOG HEYOAO, (QAOYES, OTUOL,
oNdePa, COANVES KOLUOTIOGUEVOL, GTPLUUEVE POVUTIVETO,
GLPUOTO, LTPOVVTLOL TOPALOPPOUEVOL KOL GOPKES AVOPOTIVES
,EEOKIOEVES KOPPOLVIOGUEVES KOL TO KOpaPl KOTUTECE TOAL
OTO. VEPOL [LE KOLVOUPYLO TPOVTOYLLO KL OVOTTOALO TOV KPOTIOE
AYEG OTIYUEC.

O avBvmomholapyog Kvpralomovriog mov Ppirokotay
OT’0AAO TAEVPO TOV KOPAPLOL OT’CVTO 7OV ECKOCE 1)
TOPTIAQ, TWVOXTNKE YNAO GTOV 0EPA ,KU'OTAV EMECE MOAL GTO
KOTOUGTPMLLO, LLE TO, GTAOVO TOV TPUVTAYUEVO EOE OAOVS TOVG
VRoEIOUATIKOVS oV KovPevtiale pall Toug Aty deutepoAenTa
TPV CTPOUEVOVS KATM VL BOYYOLV [LOTOUEVOL.

M’oiko TOV mOVO mOL vowwbel ota cmbnka Tov
onkevetol (Nyovetl va tovg fondnom, odot fapia TANy®uEVOL..
Nexpog opwg o Ilomavikoloov TOPOLOPPOUEVOS, HLo
owepevia. mopta. olakepn EekoAAnce m expnén amo TNV
Beon g , TNV €XE PIEEL OOV TOV UE CPOVTAGTI OPWT, TOV
gLre ouvIpuyel. AAAOL TPELS VEKPOL KELTOVIOY GTO OVTIKPIVO
TAELPO TOV KAPUPLOV TOV EGKOGE T TOPTIAQ. AT’ OAAQ TO
LLEPT] AKOVYOVTAV POYYNTO KOl QOVES.

Ot vredopotikor €£® OTO TOVG OGLPUOTICTES.
NTav oAot AaPpeEvol Kot ot TEPLocoTEPOL ToAv cofapa. Ot
VOUTEG OO0 TO TPLUVOLO VITOPPOYLO TPEYOVE TOVED KOTM VOl
Tovg mepaleyovv vo Tovg @povticovv. Htov mave omo
tpravta. Ocot Bpednkov Kovta oty ekpnén tabave Tpopopa,
EYKOVUATO, KOWYUAIGLOTO, OAELPTIKOY TETPOIAOLCL, LOlaloV UUE
avOpOTOLS AAANG PUANG.

Ot Atyol vowteg mov gryav aveBEL 0O TO TPLLULVOLO
VIOPPOYLLEL ETOLLOL Y10 TNV ALTOVELD, Ol GNUOTOPOL OO TV
YEQLPQA, O VIAEIMUATIKOG TG PLAOKNG, O «OKOTTOG KALLOKOG,
Ol OVOPEG TMV OLOYEPL®V,0601 Bpednkav 6T0 KATAGTPOLLA,
EYVOV  OVOPTOOTOL, UOAOTIGHEVOL, HOTOUEVOL, Ppebnkav
ot Bolooco G’OPKETN OTOCTOOT YUP® ONO TO Kopofi
ampoontot vovayolr va emvalovv Ponbew, KI'oGol TOLG
AKOVYOV KL'0GOL TPOPTULVOY KI'0GOL HTTOPOVCOV ETPEXD GTO
«evBgion Kkt apralov cooiPio Kot ToVg TETOVGAV.

Avopeca 6°0nTovg NTaV TOAAOL TOV KoAvpfovoav
AoPopevol ToovpoveAcevol e TOVoLg afactaytovs. Meoa
070 KVTOG OAAN Bvedda, GTO KOUOPOKLD TOV OEIOUATIKGOV
UTPOGTO GTNV TAMPT], YVOALKA cuvTplpotay, Aauteg onalove,
Aafopotvol TeEQTave, VIOLAUTES avOTodoyuplovTay To T
ofnvave o1 avBp®TOL PLEVOVE GTO GKOTAOL.

Ovute TploL AETTOL OEV ELYOV TEPUGEL OTO TNV TPMOTN
ekpnén mOV OKOVOTNKE JEVTEPOC TPOLEPOS KPOTOG,KL OO
v pe Tov JUTIKOVL AUEVOPPOYEI®VE TOL COAEYOV KOt
EPVYOV Ol LOAOTIETPEG TOV,0€ PAPIOC TPLOLUIOL LETPO. ONKMON
OMIGTELTI] KOAOVO ,MOV® OT0 EPROOUNVTIO LETPA ,CLPOVVIG
Ocopatog amo VeEPQ, TOUEVTO, TETPEC, TAGKEG, YOAKLAL,
KOLOTIO, TOV PIYUEVOD HOAOV,TOV TIVOKTNKOV LOKPLO KOTO.
TNV TOMTELD KU EMEPTOVOAOVDE GTO ALLOVL KOl GTO. GTLTLOL KO
TOOKL{OV KEPOLOLOL, KOYKEAD LITAAKOVI® V KO TIG YAOGTPES UE
TO QAOYOTO, YEPOVIQ TTOV TO oTOMIOV.

O wvuPepvntng «ki'ot afwpatikor Mg «EAANG
eovioonKav moc Poufopdile amo TOAL WYULAO ITOAIKO
O.EPOTAOVO, OO TS POPKEG OUME TOV TYULVOV UE YPNYOPO
kovrivo fonncovv v’ avacnpbovv ot vavteg oo tnv Oodlocoa
0€ A0 0KOLGTNKAV PoVveS, Topmida!! Topmida!Intav n Tpin.
Kpotog duvatog aKovoTnKE Kol o KOAOVO, VEPO,KOTVOS KOl
TPLLOTO BPO®OV TIVOYTNKE, TOV® OIT0 GOPUVTO TEVTE UETPA,
KOVTO. GTO TTPOGIVOPOVOPL TNG LITOVKAG, GIT0 L0 VOOAO. AvTn
Eeokemooe TO 10TOPIKO oTiypo Tov Movcsovivi. Epowale
1 TP TOVTN KOAOVO GOV Vo, TN QLONEE o TN Poayn NG
VIEPPLGIKT TITOVIKT] QOAOLVO, GTPIPOYVPICE GTOV OEPQ
KUEOTOOE TEAOG KOl KOTOMEGE,OKOPTIGTNKE 1pOovTag 6ToV
AvyovotioTikov nALo.

To tlopo TOV OMITIOV TEPTOVE HE TOTOYO, TO
payolle TG mopoAlag KAEWAVE YTLUTOVTOS PlooTiKO TIG
TopTeS. Mol YOVOIKOUAG HEGOKOMY KOTOY®OYNG OPUEVIKNG,
OV TTEPVOVGE KOVTO, GTO OVTIKO LOAO GOPLOCTNKE GTO TOTO
oo cLYKoTN. Mia Bogpn TaVINUN GLVOLALL TPOLLOPOC, YEHIOE
TOV 0.EPT, TOV VI|GLOV. 0OV KLPLOPYOVGOV Ol POATOEG YOVOIKLES
0&VOOVIEG.

OLot pevyay 0A0PLOGUEVOL, EEPPEVIOGLEVOL,KOTTAOLN
OV TO. GOAOYOVGE QPOPEPOG KoL Ayplog POCKOC, O TOVIKOC.
ZKOPPUADVOY GOV KATGIKIOL GTOVG AOPOVS TOV GTEPOVOVOY
™V ToMTEW. AMOL-KUNTAV KOUTOGOL-OVOPEG  YUVOAIKEG
o0 POUGAVE TPEYOVTOS G’ AMIGTEVTA ALYT] MPO MG TNV TC®
LLEPLO. TOV VNGOV, KOLTO. TO (POyKIKo Movaotnpt.

Ot TPOUYLEVEC YOVOUKEG 1GTOPOVCOV TG MNTOV TO
KopaPl YELOTO TOPTIAEG TOL TPELOON KOV KOl PEVYOVE LOVOXES
Tovg aAAa TpopBace 1 Meyoloyopn Kot Tig epiée pakpua 6T
Bpoyla, yotl av gpyovIovcov 1610 6TV Topoiio Bo nTav
TPOYUOTIKO TPOUEPOS YOUOC.

AX! BAITEAIZTPA MOY AETAN KAAIONTAZ
Xmpoc Mehog
Evyopon n HMavaywe va yopilet vysa
KOl EDTVYL0L GTOL OTLTLY, GOG!
Bovia Xapepa
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News from the Clergy-Laity Congress

1o the Members of the Holy Trinity Community.

Evey two years the Holy Synod, the leaders of our Archdiocese and both clergy and lay representatives from par-
ishes throughout the country gather in a convocation known as the “Clergy-Laity Congress.” This year, the event
took place in Los Angeles. I attended as both a representative from this parish and a member of the Archdiocese
Council.

In a series of events somewhat out of character, this year's gathering was preceded by a campaign of opinions
and press releases from various individuals and organizations who were concerned with the development of a new
charter for the Archdiocese. These mailings—some made directly to the households on the Archdiocese mailing
list—created concerns which in some cases were legitimate and in other cases were quite questionable.

The largest issue surrounding the new charter is the way it establishes the working relationship between the
Archdiocese of America and her Mother Church, the Patriarchate of Constantinople. According to the explanations
offered at the Clergy-Laity sessions, that is, in fact, what the Charter is: the foundation for a relationship. Some
had tried to portray the Patriarchate as attempting to restrict the self-governance of the Church in America. It was
also said that the input of the clergy and laity in America would not be allowed in the development process. Neither
proved true. On the contrary, over eight hours in two special plenary sessions provided adequate time for everyone s
concerns. Likewise, an important message directly from the Patriarch dispelled any notion of subjugation.

Prior to leaving for the Clergy-Laity Congress and after returning from it, I received various questions from
parishioners. For this cause, and for sake of keeping our community informed of the events of this national church
assembly, I felt it appropriate to share one of the most important communications brought to the floor of the assem-
bly: the messaage of the Patriarch, as delivered by Metropolitan Panteleimon, his representative. Please read it!

Fr. John

MESSAGE OF HIS ALL HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW
TO THE DELEGATES AND PARTICIPANTS OF
THE 30 BIENNIAL CLERGY LAITY CONGRESS
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
JUNE 30-JULY 5, 2002

Your Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America, Supremely Honored Exarch of the Atlantic and Pacific
Ocean, beloved brother in the Holy Spirit, and concelebrant of our Modesty: Grace be to Your Eminence and peace
from God.

It is with much love, affection, joy and honor that we address the wholehearted salutation of our Modesty and
of the Mother Church, the Great Holy Church of Christ, to you, to their Eminences, the Hierarchs of your Holy Arch-
diocese, to the Clergy and the Laity who participate in its 36th Clergy Laity Congress, and to all its people who bear
the name of Christ and are represented in it.

We express our deep satisfaction for the main theme chosen for this Congress, “Offering Our Orthodox Faith to
Contemporary America,” because it reveals the high sense of responsibility which imbues the body of the local Church
in offering to all their fellow human beings in America the treasure of the Orthodox Faith, which the Providence of God
has entrusted to you.

Indeed, according to the Orthodox Faith, the personal salvation of each individual presupposes his desire and
care for the salvation of the whole world. The Orthodox Church, faithfully following the will of the Lord our God who
loves and wishes that all human beings be saved and come to the realization of the truth, has always been, from the first
days of its inception to the present, a missionary Church open to all.

The Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea and of the Second Ecumenical Council of
Constantinople named the One and Holy Church of Christ “catholic” and “apostolic,” because it has the intent and the
possibility to include completely all human beings, it is based on the Holy Apostles and the Apostolic succession, and
it continues the Apostolic work. An example of this, well known to all, is the Christianizing of the Slavs by St. Cyril
and St. Methodios who were commissioned by the Mother Church of Constantinople. There are, of course, many more
innumerable missions to most of the peoples that were accessible at that time, some of whom responded positively,

2l
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whereas others rejected the preaching of Christ. This missionary offering of the Orthodox Church, in general, is contin-
ued today to the peoples of Asia, Africa and Australia, who are geographically far from us; and the peoples of Europe
and America, who are closer.

More particularly, with regard to the offering of Orthodoxy in America, i.e. in the land of tremendous freedom
of movement of ideas and of religious creeds, and also of toleration of every personal religious perception, your experi-
ence is most useful and must be worthily utilized. Nevertheless, it should not be overlooked that such an offering is the
work of God, though it takes place through human beings, and, therefore, God should have the first and the last word in
everything that is connected with it. He should be its inspiration and its purpose and not another personal or corporate
aspiration. Unselfishness, then, on the part of those who offer the word of God is the supreme prerequisite of the divine
blessing and of the success of such an endeavor. This is innate, of course, in the notion of offering.

It is certainly the case that all its participants have come to it in the name of Christ and with the purpose to seek
His Holy Will and not to impose their own views. Therefore, there will be no winners and no losers, but only winners, if
indeed the Will of God, that is being sought by all, is found and prevails...[4 pastoral paragraphs removed for space]

We are confident that all of you realize the priority of your sanctification, and that no one will sacrifice this
sanctification for the sake of selfish aspirations. We are certain that the Holy Archdiocese of America, which is most
beloved to us, will offer Saints from her bosom and that it has undertaken in God’s Providence the duty to evangelize
our fellow human beings in America. It has already made much progress in the cycle of its growth, organizationally,
liturgically, staff-wise and educationally; and the signs of its autonomous growth are hopeful. They offer the possibility
of predicting that the remaining stages for its development will be followed with thoughtful and prudent utilization of
the possibilities which have been granted and which will be granted to it. The Ecumenical Patriarchate does not have
either the possibility or the intention to interfere in the self-governing of the Holy Archdiocese of America and of the
Parishes and Communities or Institutions that are under it. Neither does it have the intention to restrict the autonomy
of the above that has existed for some time. On the contrary, it strongly desires and envisages the Holy Archdiocese
growing in all respects - especially spiritually - so as to take more responsibilities and to engage in a more important
role in offering the Orthodox message to the people of America.

It should not be forgotten, however, that the work of offering the truth and salvation in Christ is, as we already
said, the work of God and not the work of us human beings, whom God is well pleased to use as instruments. Thus,
let us repeat once more that we must become worthy bearers and re-transmitters of the Divine Grace and of the pure
Orthodox truth and not of our personal ideas about it, as it happens with preachers who belong to other Christian Con-
fessions. Our Orthodox Church has a radiant, holy and spiritual tradition and experience of holiness, and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate has only this single duty towards the Holy Archdiocese of America, to care with paternal affection and
love for the preservation of this pure, holy and spiritual tradition and experience. All other matters of local concern
ought to be responsibly met within the framework of the Orthodox Tradition by the local responsible agencies of the
Orthodox Church under the spiritual oversight and guidance of Their Eminences and Their Graces, and the Most
Reverend Archbishop Demetrios of America, who is worthy and a peace-maker in every way, and who steers in a
God-loving manner, the vessel of the Holy Archdiocese of America.

Hence, we wholeheartedly wish that our Lord Jesus Christ sends His All-Holy Spirit upon all of you, so that in
peace, concord, unity and love you may delve into the depths of this most important theme of your present Clergy Laity
Congress and find the God-favored ways of realizing the offering of the Orthodox Church to the American People.

Thus, we bestow upon all of you our wholehearted paternal prayer and our Patriarchal blessing, wishing you
health, long life, peace, progress in every good work and sanctification in Christ, the giver of forgiveness, of reconcili-
ation, of blessedness, of eternal life and of every good and perfect gift.

May His Grace and His abundant Mercy be with you all, most beloved brethren and children. Amen.

A.D. 2002, June the 23rd
Your beloved brother in Christ and fervent supplicant before God,

BARTHOLOMEW
Archbishop of Constantinople
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Building An Architecture of True Orthodox Vision

Ninth in a series of educational articles by respected Byzantine architect Christ J. Kamages. Reprinted from “The Christian
Activist” magazine to raise an awareness of the history, tradition and thought behind traditional architecture in the Greek Ortho-
dox Church as our community looks toward making informed and educated decisions in the building projects which lie ahead.

| See a Variety of Expressions of Iconscreens. What the reality of the early Church is clearly expanded by

is the Tradition of—and Appropriate Approach Wybrew in The Orthodox Liturgy: the Development of
the Eucharistic Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite:

“It was only in the fourteenth century that the sanc-
tuary came to be completely shut off from the sight of

to—the Iconscreen (Or, put otherwise, “Will the
Real Orthodox Iconscreen Please Stand Up?”)

The design characteristics of Iconscreens (Iconos- the congregation by a solid screen. The low chancel
tasion, Templon, Chancel Barrier) is the subject of barrier, surmounted by columns carrying an architrave,
much discussion and debate: issues of the width of the which continued to be the means of distinguishing
Beautiful Gate opening, the height and amount of icon nave from sanctuary up to the thirteenth century, can
tiers (one level, two, three or higher), and/or whether still sometimes be seen behind the later fully-fledged
the screen is solid or transparent. These and others are screen.

very common in the discussion of “what the iconscreen

wants to be in the Orthodox liturgical setting today.” To Traditional Placement of Icons

better understand the dilemma of any singular answer - “Images had been .associated with the chancel bgr-
on this topic, it would be appropriate to understand the rier from an early time. Representations of Christ,
purpose and history of the Iconscreen. Mary, angels and saints had been carved on the archi-

trave or placed on top of it. By the ninth century it had
become customary to display certain icons on special
stands; attached to its doors or columns, or to the
upper part of the ciborium, or on top of the architrave.
The latter arrangement can still be seen in the Byzan-
tine-style cathedral of
Torcello, near Venice,

Old Testament Roots: “The Veil”

In volume one of his Guide to
Byzantine Iconography, Constan-
tine Cavamos delineates the initial
historical roots of the iconscreen:

“The origin of the iconostasis

can be traced back to the Old s : ey “By_the ninth cen- dating from the, Ilate
Testament period, for we read Ve | tury it had become eleventh or twelfth cen-
in one of its books, the Exodus, |f ' customary to display tury. Two icons particu-
that a “curtain” or “veil,” called [& & _1. ¢ certain icons on spe- larly associated with the
in the Septuagint version the <88 cial stands, attached sanctuary in one or other
katapetasma, was used to sepa- SIS S0 8| to doors or columns.” HURIEER SRS
rate the holy place (to hagion) & £ the Christ Pantocrator
and the holy-of holies (to hagion (REVIECHECH ol and the Virgin shown in
ton hagion). The curtain had the of the 17th century icon an attitude of supplica-
figures of Cherubim on it and was hung screen from the Monastery of Simon- tion for mankind. Also

on four wooden pillars (styloi) overlaid petra, Mt. Athos) popular was the deesis:
with gold. This was done in accordance Christ Pantocrator with

with the following order that was given the Virgin and John the
by God to Moses: ‘And thou shalt make @ ; Baptist in supplication
a veil of dark blue, and purple, and scarlet, and |%;g > on either side. With these
fine twined linen, a woven work, with Cheru- & = or instead of them on the
bim. And thou shalt set it upon four posts of architrave might be apostles,

incorruptible wood overlaid with gold....And saints and angels, or representations, of some of the
the veil shall make a separation between the holy and great festivals. Symeon of Thessalonike in his fifteenth-
holy of holies’ (Exodus 26:31-33). century commentary on the church and the Liturgy

seems to presuppose the deesis with angels, apostles

Later Byzantine Developments: “The Screen” . _ %
and saints represented on top of the architrave.

While other theories debated the influence of the . .
Greek and Byzantine proscenium or stage colonnades, (Continued next issue...)
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Welcoming People with Disabilities in the Church

Some of us are uncomfortable around individuals with disabilities. Such discomfort often stems
from prejudice (whether vocal or silent, historical or cultural) and fear (of misunderstanding the medical

’“{
Vo or social aspects). Of course, fear of the unknown or unfamiliar is perhaps natural, at least up to a point.
b b ‘ [But we should realize that] it is actually our inhibitions that create handicaps.

{De do know that all people are “created in the image and likeness of God” (Gen. 1:26), that each of

il
ACCESSIBLE us reflects a part of that divine beauty and mystery, even if we do so in a blurred and perhaps broken way,

CONGRELGATIONS . . . .
. in some incomplete and limited way...

So when meeting or greeting people with disabilities, the best approach is openness. (e should not pre-
sume to know their “needs.” Rather, we should be prepared to consult with persons with disabilities before making decisions
or determinations about accessibility, availability, or attitudes. {De should, then, be willing to learn and avoid assumptions.
Ghe only rule is genuineness, dignity, and respect. If unsure, if you think someone might need assistance, then just ask. And
don’t act before any offer of assistance is accepted. Follow instructions. Don’t take initiatives. And don’t ignore or pretend
not to notice the disability. ‘Rather, look at the person. Ghe disability is a part of the person, one characteristic - among many

- that renders him or her unique.

Our goal is to create a barrier-free environment, a space where all are and feel welcomed and where the entire Body
of Christ is equally nurtured. And a barrier is any space that is too narrow, or too high, or too low, or too unstable, or too
hard to manipulate or negotiate.

‘Remember, however, that the most important accommodation that every church can offer someone with a disability
above and beyond ramps and facilities - is the gift of genuine friendship. And there is very little “cost” and “change” involved
in this gift.

Excerpted from “The Body of Christ: A Place of Welcome for People with Disabilities” by Fr. John Chryssavgis




