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Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Jesus Christ, our Newborn
Savior,

To the right is a partial but
signigicant list of the various
names given to the small Child
Whose birth in the cave in
Bethlehem we celebrate in this
holy season. I offer it here as
a reminder—in purely scriptural terms—of what
names should come to mind during this season and
always. Why? Because names mean something.

Growing up in the surroundings of school,
families and friends, everyone has experienced
either the flattery or the humiliation of having a
name attached to us. We are taught by our parents
to address our elders, teachers and other with the
properly respectful names, and we are also warned
how unfair names can be when making fun of
someone. All these admonitions are given because
our parents realize that the names by which we
address people go far in forming our relationship
with them and our attitude toward them.

If that is the case, how important it is for us
as Christians to come to know Jesus not by the
assumptions we draw about Him, but by the names
He gives Himself in order to help us come into the
forgiving and saving relationship we all need.

If we buy into the commercial world’s buy-
and-spend approach toward the season, we will
take a lot of time to go over lists and names and
make sure everyone knows how we really feel
about them by what we buy them. In truth, does
any of us really measure the worth of our relation-
ships by the price of those gifts?

Christmas is not really—in the deepest
sense— a season of giving. It is a time of receiv-
ing, that is, receiving the free gift of the grace of
God and the salvation He brings in Jesus Christ.
According to our recent Notable Speaker guest,
Fr. Demetrios Constantelos, “the purpose of Chris-
tian Orthodox spirituality is to help human beings
‘become partakers of divine nature’ (2 Peter 1.4).”
May that be our focus at Christmas and through-
out our lives. God gives. Know
Him—by name!—and be always
ready to receive Him. Christ is 7k
born! Glorify Him!

Son of God

Mark 1:1

Son of Man

Matt. 8:20
Son of David

Matt.15:22
Logos (Word)

John 1:1
Lamb of God

John 1:29
Christ
Matt.16:16

Savior
John 4:14

Teacher

John 1:38
Author of life

Acts 3:15
Alpha and Omega

Rev. 1:8
King of Kings

Rev. 19:16
Lord of Lords

Rev. 19.16

Bright Morning Star

Rev. 22:16

Emmanuel
Isaiah 7:14

Prince of Peace
Isaiah 9:6

Counselor
Isaiah 9:6
Mighty God

Isaiah 9:6

Eternal Father
Isaiah 9:6
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News & Events

YOUTH MINISTRIES

JOY Homeless Shelter Feeding. ..... December 15

Our JOY (8-12 year-old) children’s ministry will
be preparing and serving a meal for the residents of
the Pleasant Valley Shelter on Sunday, December 15,
as part of their Christmas outreach. The meal will be
prepared by the JOY children and parents following
Divine Liturgy, then served later that evening by those
able to return later that evening. Please contact JOY
Coordinator Penny Georgiadis at 724-935-2383 to find
out what to bring to help with the meal.

GOYA Turkey Bowl Foothall Game .... December 1

It’s the biggest (and only) GOYA football event
since the Fall Kickoff! Don’t miss the annual GOYA
Turkey Bowl Football Game on Sunday, December 1.
The morning starts (as all football mornings should)
with Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity Church, followed
by “tailgating” at Coffee Hour, then the game at the
field down the street in the park. Parents, fans and
cheerleaders are all invited, too! (Bring a lawn chair
if you want a seat!) For information, contact George
Athanasiou at 412-322-6002.

GOYA Fireside Chat ............... December 8

The GOYA will hold its annual Fireside Chat on
Sunday, December 8, from 5:00 to 8:30 pm at the
home of Elena Erdeljac. All our GOYAns are invited
to attend and set aside some special time preparing
for the Nativity of the Lord. In addition, there will be
a “Questions and Answers with Father John” session.
Details will be mailed to the GOYA homes. To confirm
your attendance, please contact the Erdeljac family at
412-367-6290.

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Church Christmas Pageant ............. December

The Holy Trinity Church School ministry will be
offering its annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 22. All the students of the Church School
will be involved in this event. Preparations are being
made by each teacher for the students in their class. In
addition to their in-class preparations, please take note
of these special practice times:

Sunday, Dec. 1, 8 & 15......ccccuuuee 5th-12th Grades
Practice following Divine Liturgy. Specific
information will be provided by the teacher in
each class.

Saturday, Dec. 21 ................. All students & staff
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Full cast rehearsal for
everyone. Extra attendance credit is offered for
everyone who attends this rehearsal.

Sunday, Dec. 22 .........ccceeruueee Christmas Pageant
Following Holy Communion, all Church School
students and staff will depart for their classes
and final preparations for the pageant. All our
parishioners are asked to stay for the pageant
and coffee hour in the social hall

No Church School Class ........... December 29

Attention, parents! There will be no Church School
class on December 29 due to the holiday celebrations,
so please plan on being in church together as a family
for the entire service on those days. Instead of teaching
your children to think of these times as “days off from
church,” give your children the gift of faith and dedi-
cation by bringing them to Liturgy and helping them
understand the importance of worship and prayer in the
Orthodox life. Thanks, parents!

St. Lydia’s Women’s Fellowship ... December 5, 19

The St. Lydia Women’s Study Fellowship is a min-
istry for women to share in fellowship and to study
scripture, the Orthodox Faith and family life in today’s
world. The meetings take place every other week on
Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. at a home in the North
Hills. New participants are always welcome! The fel-
lowship is enjoyable and the approach is casual, but the
subjects are important for today’s families.

The topic for this year is “Studies of Scripture and
Faith in Everyday Life.” A complete schedule for
the year is now posted on our Holy Trinity web site
(www.HolyTrinityPgh.org) under the “Ministries” sec-
tion. For further information on this worthwhile and
informative group or for directions to the meetings,
call Paula Valliant at 412-487-3977.

St. Nikodemos Men'’s Fellowship . ... December 12

The St. Nikodemos Men’s Study Fellowship meets
on the second and fourth Thursday each month at the
office of TriadUSA, Suite 460, Two Gateway Center,
downtown from 7:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. The group fea-
tures prayer, Bible study, topics of interest to Orthodox
Christian men and how to live our Faith in the working
world. It is open to all interested men and has been cen-
trally located downtown to accommodate those who
need to be at work early. The theme for this year’s stud-
ies is “God’s Promises for Men.” A complete schedule

_ for the year is now posted on our Holy Trinity web site
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News & Events

(www.HolyTrinityPgh.org) under the “Ministries” sec-
tion. For directions, call Gus Georgiadis at 412-880-
4999. (Note: No meeting 12/26 - Christmas)

COMMUNITY NEWS

Year-End Stewardship Donations

The Parish Council thanks all our Holy Trinity
Stewards for their pledges and contributions this year.
Please take note that all offerings you would like listed
as received during the 2002 tax year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31)
for tax deduction purposes must be received at the
church by Dec. 31. This is an IRS regulation. You may
indicate the offerings to apply for either your 2002
pledge (to pay the balance) or the 2003 pledge (to
pay ahead) and your pledge balance will be accurately
calculated no matter when the offering is made, but if
you desire a 2002 tax year receipt, the offering must be
received by Dec. 31. Year-end statements will be sent
out at the end of January. Thanks!

Acolyte Robes Thank You!

Thank you to the Philoptochos and to our parishio-
ners all who personally responded and made it possible
to purchase the six new larger robes needed for our
older acolytes. May God reward your generosity!

Christmas Card and Poinsettias Forms Due

Don’t miss out on your chance to honor the Nativ-
ity by being listed on the Holy Trinity Community
Christmas Card and sponsoring Poinsettias to adorn
the Church for the Feast. Christmas Card forms and
donations are due December 6. Pointsettia forms and
donations are due December 14

Our Big Fat Greek New Year's Eve.. ... .... Dec. 31

This issue of The Herald contains a flyer for Holy
Trinity’s unique New Year’s Eve celebration, to be
held this at the East Club Lounge of Heinz Field. In
addition to other highlights, the magnificent view of
the fireworks at the Point will offer a spectacular show.
Please make your reservations early by visiting the
resrvation desk at Coffee Hour or by calling Kathy
Balouris at 412-635-0482.

LITURGICAL LIFE

Weekday Liturgies .................. December

In addition to the regular Sunday services please
make note of the following weekday services for

the month of December. Unless otherwise indicated,
Orthros is at 9:00 a.m., followed by Divine Liturgy at
10:00 a.m.:

Wed. Dec. 4...ceeuenccecnnene St. Barbara/St. John of Damascus
Thu. Dec. 5, 7pM ceceeerecrcnennee Great Vespers of St. Nicholas
Méyag Eonepivog tov Ay. NikoAdov
Fri. Dec. B..uuceceeeereenenencncenee St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

Tov Ay. NikoAdov Tov OavpatTovpyov
Note: Vespers and Liturgy for St. Nicholas will be held
at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Oakland.

Mon. Dec. 9....ceeeeeeecncncacacanees Conception of the Theotokos
Wed. Dec. 11, 7pm............... Great Vespers of St. Spyridon
Méyag Eonepivog Tov Ay. Xnvpidwvog
Note: Vespers for St. Spyridon will be held at St. Spyri-

don Church in Monessen.

Thu. Dec. 12...cceceeeeererereenes St. Spyridon the Wonderworker
Tov Ay. Xnvpidwvog Tov Gavpatovpyov
Note: Liturgy for St. Spyridon will be held at Holy Trinity
Church, followed by the Philoptochos Senior Citizens’
luncheon.

Tue. Dec. 31, 6:30 pm .............. Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil
Note: Vesperal Liturgy for St. Basil will be held at Holy
Trinity Church, followed by the New Year’s Eve event at
Heinz Field's East Club Lounge.

Services for the Nativity of Christ...... Dec. 24/25

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! This jubilant procla-
mation is not one of words only, but of worship. The
following is the schedule of services with which we
will celebrate the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ this year.

Service of the Royal Hours of the Nativity
Tuesday, December 24, 10:00 am
This special service offers readings, prophe-
cies and hymns which point to and interpret the
Divine Incarnation of the Savior.
Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity
Tuesday, December 24, 7:00 pm
This service “opens the liturgical day” and
begins the celebration of the Nativity. This is
a combination of Great Vespers and the Divine
Liturgy of St. Basil. Those wishing to receive
Holy Communion should prepare by abstaining
from food and drink from noon until the service.

Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of Christ

Wed. Dec. 25, 8:45 Orthros/10:00 am Liturgy

This is the main service of the Birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Open the best gift first by
attending Liturgy with your family and receiving
the Holy Mysteries together! Christ is born!
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Mouse Tales: The St. Spyridon Church School Library Update

ecember is one of the most wonderful times of the year. It is the fime
when we have many celebrations. We celebrate the Eve of the coming
of Jesus, then we celebrate His birth. My

great-great-great-great Papou was there

the night that Jesus was bornl What a great
moment! Imagine, he witnessed the coming of Our Savior.
Well, there are so..0..0 many good books and videos in my
library to help you learn about this great event. Here are

my recommendations for the month:

It's the night before Christmas and all through the house
one creature is stirring. No, it is not a mouse! It is Oscar
Charlie's bright green iguana. He discovers that Charlie
forgot to shut his cage door right before going to bed.
He was freel With no one stirring it was a perfect time
to go on an adventure. On his journey he found a glitter-
ing tree. Oscar stopped and thought to himself, how did a

tree grow in the living room? Being a curious little Lizard,

Oscar climbed the trunk of the shimmering tree. On his way Oscar met the most

astonishing ornaments, a Nutcracker, elves, and a shy keepsake. They talked and each

told Oscar their version of what Christmas really is about. So, my precious children,
join Oscar on this adventure on one of the most unforgettable Christmas

Hey’ children!

Don’t miss my new

y adventure this year:
“Spero’s Library
Club,” on the

Seeond Sunday

of every month!

B (Toddlers
d through
Fourth
Grade
students)

Eves, and discover with him the wonderful message an angel shares with
this very, very special "Christmas Lizard" by Cory Edwards.

The second book I, Spero, recommend is,
"Zeek the Christmas Tree Mouse," by Rich-
ard Schneider. It is a delightful holiday
story that teaches all my precious children
6 to 10 years old about God's forgiveness.
Once again, "T'was the night before Christ-
mas and all through the house, not a crea-
ture was stirring, except for ... Zeek the
mouse! When he disobeys his mother and
leaves his snuggly nest to visit the humans
that live upstairs, he discovers for himself
what the wonderful sounds and smells of
Christmas mean. First, the big bite of the
ginger bread man proves a disappointment.
The fear of being chased by the cat drives
him to find a creative way out of his predica-
ment. Then he learns of the story of the
first Christmas gift, the gift of our Heav-
enly Father—His son, Jesus—and in his little
heart he learns the true meaning of Christ-

mas.

In Christ, Love, Spero
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Community Life Photo Journal

An on-going photo journal of scenes from the active parish life of Holy Trinity Church.
Notable Speakers Event

Scenes from our Notable Speakers weekend, November 16 and 17, 2002, with this year’s honored
guest, Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantslos, distinguished author, scholar and Greek Orthodox clergyman.
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See these photos and more in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.ovg!
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Parish Council Update - October 2002

This abbreviated review of the Parish Council minutes is provided as a way of keeping our Holy Trinity parishio-
ners informed of the active worko f'the Parish Council. Want to get involved? Contact any Parish Council member.
Thank you to our Parish Council secretary, Maria Kraniou, for provided these condensed minutes for the Herald.

Call To Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Parish Council of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church was held on Tuesday,
October 8, 2002, at the Church Library, pursuant to notice duly given to all members. A quorum being present,
and the meeting therefore being competent to proceed, the meeting was opened with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.

President’s Welcome And Correspondence

Dr. Christ Balouris circulated some correspondence received, including information on the College Year in
Athens.

Approval Of Minutes

George Papadopoulos made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2002, meeting. The motion
was seconded by Bill Fiedler. Unanimously approved.

Father John's Report

The Diocese Clergy-Laity Assembly dinner will take place October 24-26 at Holy Cross Church, with the Dio-
cese Dinner on Thursday, Oct.. 24 in the evening. The JOYfest is scheduled for Nov. 2 — the theme is “The Joy
of Life”. The Diocese Regional Parish Council Seminar will be held on Nov. 19 at St. Nicholas Church and
is required for all Parish Council nominees. The speaker for the upcoming Notable Speakers Series, Rev. Fr.
Demetrios Constantelos, is coming to our church to talk on Hellenism and the Roots of the Christian Faith.

Committee Reports

Social: New Year’s Eve will be held at Heinz Field. Details are forthcoming.

Cemetery: A subcommittee was created to take on next year’s maintenance of the flower circle as their steward-
ship. The Cemetery Chapel plans are 80% complete with preliminary designs received from the architect.
Maintenance: A freezer needs to be purchased to accomodate Festival cooking for 2003.

Stewardship: So far pledges have reached a record level of about $105,000. Reminder letters are being sent.
Vision: A Special General Assembly will be held on October 20 to address funding for properties, specifically
requesting authorization to spend money for preliminary funds, like the contingencies and architectural designs
for the Gorman property. In order to acquire this land, the authorities responsible for the utilities want to see
the plans earlier. The architect, Christ Kamages will come back with a process. Discussion continues with the
proper authorities.

Festival: Final figures are forthcoming.

Old Business/New Business

Parish Council Elections: Nominating Committee members Mark Georgiadis and Paul Balouris are the contact
people regarding Parish Council elections. Anyone with names of interested people should contact them.
Other: The freezer will be added to the Action Item List and Budget.

Nest meeting

The next Parish Council meeting was set for Tuesday, November 12, 2002. No further business appearing, the
meeting adjourned with a prayer at 10:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria Kraniou, Secretary
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Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a regular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

Ghe Fast of
Christmas

(Advent)

Ghe Preparation
for the Nativity

Advent is a Latin word
which means “ The Coming.”
It is used in the life of the
Church to signify the visible
coming of the Son of God into this world.

Father John
Androutsopoulos

The Two Comings of Christ

Holy Scripture bears witness to that “coming” of the
Son of God taking place at two different times.

The first coming of Christ took place when the Son
of God was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb
of the most pure Virgin Mary, and born of her in the
stable of Bethlehem according to the flesh and was
made man, sanctifying the world by His coming, for
which many kings and prophets had been waiting.

The second coming of Christ will take place at the
end of the world, when Christ shall come in great maj-
esty to judge the living and the dead.

The Purpose of the Fast

The Fast of Christmas (Advent - the Season of
Hope), which begins on November 15, is a time of
anticipation, a time of hope, a time for reflection, a
time of preparation, a time of getting ready for Christ-
mas the great and Holy Feast of the Nativity of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The world may not know what “Advent” means or
when it begins, or even that there is; such a season in
the Christian year; but it does know that there is some-
thing called “Christmas” coming, and that if we want
the most of it, now is the time to get ready for it.

How We Prepare

Stores, radio and television commercials, city
officials make sure that decorations go up and the
announcers hammer away with the “hard sell.” Advent
or no, the secular world is sure that the season of joy
and goodwill is fast approaching and to cash in on it
they have to start getting ready for it now.

What are our Advent preparations? How are we
getting ready for Christmas? To make the most of

Christmas, we have to get ready for it. Hopefully, let us
begin, to make the most of our time, realizing that the
more we use the Advent days to listen to what Advent
says, the more we will profit from our Christmas cel-
ebrating when it comes. Christmas this year is going to
be, as it always is, another reenactment of the greatest
event in history; and we can’t come up to something
like that without careful preparation.

The Greatest Thing

My beloved, “The greatest thing that could happen
is going to happen. God is going to visit His world. The
Promised One is coming. Get ready to meet Him.”

We can be ready to meet our Savior through prayer,
fasting, through the Sacraments of repentance, confes-
sion and Holy Communion, by attending Church Ser-
vices during Advent.

Christmas is coming. Get ready for it!

Have a Blessed Christmas Season!

Chrigt ig born! Glority Him!
Father John Androuatgopoulog

Do You Get Or Give On Sunday?

"I didn’t get much out of the church
services last Sunday,” a church member
said to another.

“What do you mean?” the man asked.
*I do not go to Church primarily to
get something. I go to give God the
gratitude, adoration, and praise that
I, His child, should give Him.”

Thought: Anyone is able to
distinguish in a moment the
man of worship and the man
who develops into the constant
critic. One goes to get ... the
other goes to give himself

in gratitude, in praise, in
adoration, and returns home
satisfied.

Question: Which type of
person are you? Do you get or
give on Sunday?
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The Cultural Side * H IToAitiotikn ITAgvpa

TO GAYMA TQN
XPIZTOYTENNQN

‘0 Kanerav NikdAag ‘o
MapioTng ‘fTav EakouaTog
BaAAagoAUKoG, 0'ONEG TiG
VauTINIGKEG ‘eTalpieg ,"AQoBOG
OTiG KaKoKaIpIEG, KATAPEPVE VA
Byaivel naAnkdapi oV paxn K
TA KUPATA,HEXPI TWPA O'ONEG
Ti¢ SUOKOAEG OTIVHEG NMOU ToU

napouaialoTav.l’alTo ‘oAol TOV
npoTIpoUoav Kansravio ota kapdapia Toug.

‘ETol ‘OMWC BPIOKOTAV GUVEXEI OE PHAKpUVaA Tageidia kai
noAU Aiyo ‘€BAene Trv oikoyévela Tou,IdIKA YIOPTEC Xpovia
€ixe va kavel paldl Touc.Mda‘eéTog T anopaocios ‘0 KOGHOG
va xahdaoel,8a kavovile Ta Ta&eidia Tou,kai Ta XpioTolyevva
‘onwg Onnote Ba Ta NEpvOUCE ME T OIKOYEVEID TOU OTO
vnoi. To ‘éoTelN\e  privupa  kai oTrhv kanetrdvnoa va Tov
NePIYEVEl napapovry  XpIOTouyEwWwY, K’ auTh ‘apxioe Tig
npoeToljacieg pall W'aAeg yuvaikeg ToU vnoioU nou Ta
naidid Toug kai oi ‘avdpeg Toug ‘NTav  oTO NANPWHA ToU
kaneTav NikoAa.

Twpa Aoindv 16 kapapl EePopTwve o’ €va Aipavi
TG Toupkiag kai katoniv ‘ohoTaxwg yia Tnv Mapo, auTa
OKEPTOTAV YEUATOC Xapd, Opwc aloiwg Tou T Epepav Td
pavtara ‘ano 16 pddio.' O kalpdg xahaye kai npopuvioTav
duvaTeg Bueheg aTd  Aiyaio, atnyv ‘apxn d&v ‘€dwaoe Peydin
onpacia ‘opwe 'n KataoTaon ‘XeIPOTEPEUE K'EBIVAV'EVTONEG
va pnv Ta&eideywouyv Ta nAoia PEXPI va Konaon To Kakd
n'epxoTav.

‘0 kanetav NIKOAAG ixe ‘epnioToouvn aTd YEPO
okapi Tou kapaBiol Tou kai oTrv JIKA Tou neipa,kai
IKavoOTNTA, OHWG OEV'BEAE va BAAel O€ KivOuvo Kai THv
{wn ToU NANpwMAaTog,yI'alto ToUG KAAEOE kai ToUG €ine
TI' OKEQTOVTAV Kai AG NEPIMEVOUPE VA PUYOUHE TRV ‘AAAN
HEPQ.

“OAol ‘OpwG ‘apxloav Tig pWVEG, Kai ME I QwvA
ToU Aéve <KaneTavio ‘eleic Nepdoaye TOOEC Kai TOOEG
(POUPTOUVEG Kai Twpa ‘€Ew axedov ‘and T6 vnoi pag 6a
deINiaooupe?>'0x1 Tpapa kai ‘epeic pall oou.TeNika
‘anogpdoioav kai To kapdpi Eekivnoe ‘avahagpo yia To vnai

Eixav npoxwpnoel PEPIKES ‘WPEC HE KANWG ‘aVeKTN
TPIKUMIQ,0€ Aiyo OPwG Ta kKUPaTa B€piewav Bouva ‘oAOKAN
pa,'aveBokareBalav T6 kapapl odv kapidOTOOUPAO Kal ' JE
natayo &avanegpte oTa ‘apuba.

‘0 kaneTaviog npoonaboude vd Kpatnoel kanoia
‘lgoponia ‘aAA\a Ta oToixeia THG PUOEWG Kavave noAl
OUOKOAO TO'EpYO TOU.

“Eva TpopEPO KUPA ONKwoe TO kapdpl kai ‘eva
OelTepO TO XTUNNOE " apavTaoTn ‘oppn,auTo ‘ETpIEe
AEC kai EPIOwONKE ‘0NOKANPO Kai ‘andTopa NEPTOVTAg
ME kpOTO duvaTo aioTnke ‘oAdkANpPo Kai ‘éopucav oi
MNxavec. ‘0O KaneTaviog WE Ta XEPIA TOU 0Av ‘aToAAIVEC
Tavahiegnpoonabouge va TO Qépel 0TA ‘iod, OHWG
ypriyopa kataiape oTi ydrtaia npoonabolaoe, 16 kapapl
oXedOV'aKuBEPVNTO BpovToxTUMIOTAV ‘aAUnnTa. TOTE
Bapeoe ouvayepuo, paleuTnkayv ‘ool kai pé duvaTn

Voula Hareras

ouykivnon Toug ‘édwoe diatayn v’ ‘appatwbouv Ta owaoipfia
kai va pnouv oTig Bapkeg yiaTi ‘onwg ¢aiveral TO kapapi 6ev
Mropei V' 'avTéEn noAU.Eyw 64 peivw kai 6a kaA® G.o,G
Y14 va odc nepidalEwouy.

Ta nahikapia ‘apyioav Ti¢ wvéc.Kaneravio dév 6a nape
nouBeva Ba kabrooupe aTic B€oeIg Wag paly oou, ‘av eival
‘and BeoU va xaboupe Ba xaboupe ‘0Mol, ‘aAAa dév Ba pag
‘apnoel ‘o ©€o¢, ‘o ' Ayioc Nikdhag 8d pag Aunnén.

'O KANeTAvIOC EKAKE TO aTAUPO TOU OUPKOMEVOG, 'EWaiav
TO Tpondpio Tou'Ayiou NikoAdou kai nnyav oTi¢ B€0eIg
Touc.lMd pia‘'oAokAnpn ‘wpa TO kapdpl xoponndaye
‘akuBEPVNTO ‘ETOILO VA KATAMOVTIOTH ‘WOMoU ‘eva B£0paTo
KUMa TO ONKWOE 0av NoUNouAo  kai pé peyain duvapn
0a 16 nétaye oTa ‘apuba vepa.

‘0 KkaneTaviog kai Ta naAnkdapia vopidav ‘ot ‘E@Tace
'n TeEAeUTAIa TOUG ‘wpa Kal e dUVATEG PWVEG kahouoav T
Mavayia va Bain T0 xEpi TNG.

>Trv duvatn xTunia 16 kapapl EavarTpie
HouykpilovTag Bapeic kai oav Baupa, ‘onwg pé TV NpwTn
(opa oBucav Ta ewTA Kai oi unxaveg, Yé TouTn ‘avayav
'0Aa. Tpa ‘o KaneTaviog ‘€voiwoe TO TIMOVI ‘eAaPPOTEPO
TwpPa PnopoUcoe va TO koupavTapn Kai Yé Trhv TEXvn Tou
‘andguye TO XEIPOTEPO.ZIYA Olya TO ‘€Pepe G igoponia,’kai
‘0 KaIPOC ‘apxIoe va kaAuapn.

“Qpec naheuav PE TO Xapo va nepipévn, ‘alad Topa
‘évoiwBav ‘0TI TOV viknoav kai' hE Trv BorBeia Tou Beol
‘npéunoe kanwe 'n ‘aypiepévn Bakaocoa.

‘0 kaneTaviog xapoUpevog ‘€BaAe nAwpn ‘ohoTaxwg yida
TO Unoi va npoAdapouv ‘onwg Toug €ine TV AsIToupyia Twv
XpIOTOUYEVVWV.

‘H kaneTavnoa kai ‘0Aol oTd vnoi ‘avapwTiovroucav
TI'va ‘€yive PE TO kapdPl,Ba ‘epxovrouoav 'n Ba
nepigevav va nepdon 'n Beopnvia, ‘ondTe Pdlov ‘aupio
Bda‘epxovrouoav.’H kaneTavnoa EEpovTag Tov ‘avdpa Tng
eixe kai Tv'aywvia unnwg Eekivnoav péoa o€ TouTn TV
Koopoxahaon.

“OTav XTunnoe ‘n kapndva yia v Asiroupyia, ‘oAol
‘aveEepETwG , Niyav va npogsuxnbouv va Toug Bondnon
‘0 ©€0¢ ‘6nou ki'av BpiokovTal.

KovTeue va TeAeiwoel 'n Asiroupyia ‘dtav aiya oiya
‘avoie 'n nopTa TNG ‘ekAANGIag Kkai UNnKe ‘o kaneTav
NikdAag ‘akoAouBoupevog ‘and Ta naAnkapia Tou BpeyUEvol
Kai katakornol ‘ano TOV ‘aywva Toug YE TA aTolxeia TNG
PUOEWC,

“OAwV 'n xapa ‘anepiypantn, 6 nandag diapace kai pia
eUxapioTipia NPooeUxn oTV @£0TOKO, Kai Nryav ‘0Aol oTd
oniTia ToUG.

TRV ‘aAAn Pepa oTd oniTi ToU KaneTAaviou ‘€YIVE YAEVTI
TPIKOUBEPTO WE ‘ONouG padl, nou dev oTapaToloav va Aéve
y1a TO Balpa TV XpIGTOUYEVVQV.

Kai ‘0T auTa €ival Td kaAUTepaXpioToUyvva nou gixav
otV {wn Toug,

‘H I'évvioig o0 Zwtijpogs pag va péper gipyvy
OTOV TAPAYUEVO KOGUO Kal ‘Vyeia 6€ ‘0A0vG ‘€ods
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Peace on Earth? Not in Today’s Holy Lands

Maria C. Khoury is the author of “Christina’s Favorite Saints” and other Orthodox Christian children's books
pubhshed in Jerusalem. This writing tells of her experience living as an Orthodox Christian in today'’s Holy Lands.

v,

@ he Islamic call to prayer wakes me daily
‘Wat 4 am or sometimes at 4:20 am. I don’t
complain when it is an extra 20 minutes
later but than again after seven years of
listening to the loud speakers’ blasting
in Arabic “God is great” from the two
Muslim villages that sandwich our little Christian
village there is no point in complaining about tradi-
tions and customs in a land that is sacred to Christians,
Muslims and Jews. We don’t have a government, we
don’t have a police department, and we don’t have law
and order, just total military occupation to protect the
hundreds of illegal Israeli settlements that surround our
small village of Taybeh known as Biblical Ephraim
in one of the highest mountain regions in Palestine
between Jerusalem and Jericho. However, what we do
have here in the land of Christ’s birth is the responsi-
bility and the moral ebligation to keep our Christian
presence. Unfortunately, the mere existence of only
2% Christians among three million Palestinians is.a
number constantly dwindling due to the awful military

occupation that deprives people }of the1r bas1c human

rights and human dighity. .

It is too dark and I can’t get up so early in the morn-
ing. The minute I will look out my: kitchen window I
will see the new expansion of the Israeli settlement of
Ofra, the largest settlement in the West Bank that has

just practically reached my front door. “Finally whgn o
the sunlight hits my room, I will get up and stare out

my bay window at the beautiful hills and valley of
biblical Judea and recall this is the village that Christ
visited before his crucifixion “Jesus... went thence
unto a country near the wilderness, into a city called
Ephraim...” (John 11:54) Each and every day I feel
I truly live in a sacred and holy place. But I believe
there is a high price to pay as a Christian living in the
Holy Land under Israeli guns and struggling to teach
my children their Palestinian Christian roots.

After a little screaming and yelling at the boys to try
and leave the house on time by 7 am, we finally pass up
the Latin Church in the village center and the Orthodox
Church down on the right while the Melkite Church
is on the left as we pray to arrive to school safe for
another day. However, the most magnificent site of all
is the extraordinary ruins of St. George Church from
the fourth century built by St. Constantine and Helen.
And daily as I see this historic site, I am reminded of
the great faith and deep commitment these two great

saints had to help preserve the Christian faith and
value the spots that Christ walked by building shrines
and churches all over the Holy Land. As a matter of
fact, it was Constantine the Great that called Palestine
the “Holy Land.” At every Christian event and holi-
day we are reminded that this land was indeed made
holy by Christ Himself because He walked among the
people teaching salvation and He is the truth, the way
and the Light in this world of darkness. “In him was
life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it
ot.” (John 1:4)...

After climbing over a dirt bump on this bright
autumn morning we drive for at least 45 minutes on
the settlement roads listening to church tapes...Taped
and emailed sermons have kept my sanity the last few
years. 1 must mention that prayers from others have
also saved me and given me inner peace. If suicide
was not forbidden by my religion I would have taken
my: own life years-ago.. Now [ have placed my life
in ‘God’s hands 'and pray daily for a peaceful passing
without suffering and without.pain. By the time I

“finish this prayer, [ havéiﬁassed up two empty check-

points that have been uplifted from the main road and
the soldiers stand on the mountain tops with their full
gear and American paid weapons ever since June when
seven soldiers were kille_d at a nearby checkpoint on a

- Sunday morning...

The true meaning of servmg Christ is to sacrifice our
life so that we may gain eternal life in God’s kingdom.
If truly we accept God as our savior, we must accept
the cross he hands us to carry. No one can understand
how Christians and Muslims possibly live under such
horrible and awful daily conditions while most of them
have known the freedom and life in the western world.
However, as a Christian living in the Holy Land, the
challenge is to see God in each and every human being
under these tragic and brutal conditions and at any
risk to give witness to Christ our Savior in the land of
His birth by believing and practicing peaceful resolu-
tions. Truly Christ is in our midst and we are one body
because the prayers of people everywhere are powerful
and justice will one day prevail in the Holy Land. If
we can not have peace in our world right now, let us at
least have peace in our souls: “Peace I leave with you,
my peace [ give unto you: not as the world giveth, give
Iunto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it

~ be afraid.” (John 14:27). ©8
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The Relationship of the Bible and the Church

i *The biblical character of the Greek Orthodox Church is not difficult to
discover...Because of the central position accorded to the Gospel, the evangelion,
the Orthodox Church is an evangelical church par excellence.

Orthodox piety and spirituality, sacramental mysticism and patristic theology are
based in the belief of the living presence of Christ not only in the Eucharist but also
in the gospels, which constitute the record of Christ’s teachings. God’s manifestation
in history, God’s revelation in the earthly life of Christ, His work through the
Apostles, His presence in the history of the Church all constitute a living reality
unfolded in the prayer life of the Church and involving each of the faithful.

The Bible is viewed not simply as an antiquarian ‘history’ but as ‘holy history’
which manifests the acts of God in the past, lives on into the present and forms a
guidepost for the future.

While Greek cultural and intellectual tradition played a paramount role in the life of the Church, the
inner strength and real source of Orthodox theology must be sought in the Bible.

As the Church is biblical in her essence, likewise the central theme of the Bible is the Church...that is,
the Bible speaks of the Church as the living Body of Christ and as the Christ perpetuated throughout the
ages.”

From “Understanding the Greek Orthodox Church” by Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantelos,
2002 Guest Speaker at the Holy Trinity Notable Speakers Series




