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This icon of the Holy Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is a priceless treasure
from the 11th century A.D. It is contained in an illuminated-script lectionary called “The
Gospel of Nikephoros Phokas,” which is housed in the treasury of the Monastery of the
Great Lavra on Mount Athos in Greece. Although not as refined in style as more modern
icons, it bears witness to the history of Orthodox Christian tradition, as it is the same in
content and composition as icons still used over 1,000 years later. As in all iconography, it
is intended to teach in color the holy mystery of the Gospel and bear witness its truth.
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at 412-321-9282 to volunteer your help.

This issue of

The Herald

is sponsored

in memory of

Tim Brouker

by the Stepp, Kaloxylos,
Wagner and Regakis
families

May his memory
be eternal!

“This is our God, and there shall be none other
accounted in comparison of Him.

He has found out all the way of knowledge,
and has given it to Jacob His servant,

and to Israel His beloved.

This is the book of the commandments of God,
and the law that endures forever:

all they that keep it shall come to life;

but such as leave it shall die.”

(Baruch 3.35ff, from the Third Hour of the Nativity)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

If the meaning and celebration of Christmas were up to “the world,” things
would probably be a lot different. Perhaps it would be moved to the summer
to make travel more convenient. Maybe it would be always on Monday, like
other national holidays, to facilitate longer vacations. Maybe the retailers
would have it moved to an otherwise slow time of year to even out their
cash flow.

Thank God these things have not come to pass ... yet. Absurd as they sound,
it is important to realize how many ways the world tries to meddled with
and seditiously transform this very foundational feast of our faith from an
experience of salvation to a gala of worldly cares and even evil intent (for a
blatent example, read about the new and profane Disney Santa movie).

The passage above is one of the many read at the Service of the Royal Hours
on Christmas Eve morning, and it speaks to not only the prophecy of Samuel
concerning the coming of the Messiah, but also to the endurance and eter-
nal quality of God’s truth. It is on the strong foundation of that truth that
we must continue to stand firm, even as the forces of political correctness
attempt to wash us away from it with a rip-tide of sophistry and godless
philosophy.

Two hundred years ago, it would have been unthinkable for the Bible not to
be taught in schools in America. One hundred years ago it would have been
unimaginable that prayer would be removed from those same institutions.
And fifty years ago who would have dreamed that Nativity scenes would be
the battleground for religious freedom. Yet these things have all come to
pass, and it is getting worse. Churches formerly seen as traditional are now
sanctifying those who practice so-called alternative lifestyles as leaders and
pioneers of a supposedly enlightened brand of Christianity. As this issue goes
to press, the news has come of the activist Massachusetts Supreme Court’s
ruling that rocks the very foundation of our society by re-defining marriage
to include what God has denounced as abhorrent (Romans 1.22-28).

In the long run, what can we do? Mother Raphaela offers some powerful
advise on the back page of this issue. She reminds us that we will not renew
ourselves but “putting Christ into Christmas,” but by putting ourselves into
Christ, Who is our light and our life. It is that renewal that will give us the
strength to endure the delusions of the world around us. “For we share in
Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end” (Hebrews 3.14).
In Him alone is the love that will save us.

Have a blessed Christmas. Christ is born! Glorify Him!

!
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News & Events

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Church Christmas Pageant .......... December 21

The Holy Trinity Church School ministry will be
offering its annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 21. All the students of the Church School
will be involved in this event. Preparations are being
made by each teacher for the students in their class. In
addition to their in-class preparations, please take note
of these special practice times:

Sunday, Nov. 30, Dec. 7 & 14 ....5th-12th Grades
Practice following Divine Liturgy. Specific
information will be provided by the teacher in
each class.

Saturday, Dec. 20 ......ccceeereee. All students & staff
9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Full cast rehearsal for
everyone. Extra attendance credit is offered for
everyone who attends this rehearsal.

Sunday, Dec. 21 .....ccooevvneerreens Christmas Pageant
Following Holy Communion, all Church School
students and staff will depart for their classes
and final preparations for the pageant. All our
parishioners are asked to stay for the pageant
and coffee hour in the social hall

No Church School Class ........... December 28

Attention, parents: there will be no Church School
class on December 28 due to the holiday celebrations,
so please plan on being in church together as a family
for the entire service on that day. Thank you!

St. Lydia’s Women’s Fellowship ... December 4, 18
The St. Lydia Women’s Study Fellowship is a study
of scripture, the Orthodox Faith and family life in
today’s world. The meetings take place every other
week on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m at a home in
the North Hills. The fellowship is enjoyable and the
approach is casual, but the subjects are important for
today’s families. For further information on this worth-
while and informative group or for directions to the
meetings, call Stacy Dickos at 412-367-0925. A com-
plete schedule of dates and topics can be found on our
web site at www.HolyTrinityPgh.org. For November
the topics are as follows:
Dec. 4: Do icons really weep?/The Missing
Ingredient/The Gift of Wonder
Dec. 18: Why the Incarnation?/The Nativity: A Sac-
rifice of Love

St. Nikodemos Men'’s Fellowship . ...... Dec. 9,23
The St. Nikodemos Men’s Study Fellowship is
an Orthodox men’s fellowship, study and discussion

0,

group which meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at from 12:15 to 12:50 p.m.
at the office of TriadUSA, Suite 460, Two Gateway
Center, downtown. The group seeks to provide a
regular meeting for working men to discuss issues of
faith, work and family. It is open to all interested men
and has been centrally located downtown to accom-
modate easy access for the lunchtime meetings. They
ae currently studying different issues of contemporary
life and faith, as well as the Epistles of St. John. For
directions, call Gus Georgiadis at 412-880-4999. A
complete schedule of dates and topics can be found on
our web site at www.HolyTrinityPgh.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY

GOYA Fireside Chat ............... December 7

The GOYA will hold its annual Fireside Chat on
Sunday, December 7, from 4:00 to 7:30 pm at the
home of Tom and Christina Zikos. All our GOYAns are
invited to attend and set aside some special time pre-
paring for the Nativity of the Lord. In addition, there
will be a “Questions and Answers with Father John”
session. Details will be mailed to the GOYA homes.
To confirm your attendance, please contact the Zikos
family at 724-935-4083.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Christmas Card/Poinsettia Forms....... Due Dec. 6

Sponsor forms for both the Holy Trinity Commu-
nity Christmas Card and the Christmas Poinsettias
have been included in the current issue of The Herald.
Please note that the deadline for submitting the forms,
along with your donation, is December 6.

Holy Trinity New Year's Eve at PNC Park ... Dec. 31

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s exciting New
Year’s Eve at the Home Plate Club at PNC Park. Com-
plete information can be found on the flyer enclosed in
this issue of The Herald.

Year-End Stewardship Donations

The Parish Council thanks all our Holy Trinity
Stewards for their pledges and contributions this year.
Please take note that all offerings you would like listed
as received during the 2003 tax year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31)
for tax deduction purposes must be received at the
church by Dec. 31. This is an IRS regulation. You may
indicate the offerings to apply for either your 2003
pledge (to pay the balance) or the 2004 pledge (to
pay ahead) and your pledge balance will be accurately
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News & Events

calculated no matter when the offering is made, but if
you desire a 2004 tax year receipt, the offering must be
received by Dec. 31. Year-end statements will be sent
out at the end of January. Thanks!

LITURGICAL LIFE

Weekday Services. .................. December
Orthros is at 9 am, followed by Divine Liturgy at 10.
Wed. Dec. 3, 6:00 p.m.............. Paraclesis to the Theotokos
Fri. Dec. 5, 7pm*.....cceeeeneueceee Great Vespers of St. Nicholas
Mey. Eonepivog Tou Ayiou NikoAdou Tou ©aupatouyol
Sat. Dec. 6™ ...cceeevercrccennnnes St. Nicholas the Wonderworker

Tou Ayiou NikoAdou Tou ©aupaTouyol

* All services for St. Nicholas held at St. Nicholas Cathedral
Tues. Dec. 9..cuecececccncnccsnncnans Conception of the Theotokos
Thu. Dec. 11 St. Daniel the Stylite

Followed by the Philoptochos Senior Citizens' Luncheon

Thu. Dec. 11, 7pm*............... Great Vespers of St. Spyridon
Mey. Eanepivog Tou Ayiou Znupidwvog Tou GauuaTouyou
Fri. Dec. 12*....cuceeeececececneee St. Spyridon the Wonderworker

Tou Ayiou Znupidwvog Tou Gaupartouyou
*All services for St. Spyridon at St. Spyridon Ch. in Monessen

Wed. Dec. 31, 5:30 pm............. Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil
Vesperal Liturgy for the Feast of St. Basil will be held at Holy
Trinity Church, followed by the New Year's Eve event at the
Home Plate Club at PNC Park (see enclosed flyer)

SERVICES OF THE HOLY NATIVITY OF CHRIST
Christ is born! Glorify Him!

Wed. Dec. 24, 10 am ......ccccecuceeneee Royal House of the Nativity
This special service offers readings, prophecies and hymns which
point to and interpret the Divine Incarnation.

Wed. Dec. 24, 7pm ...ccececucennne Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity
This service “opens the liturgical day” and begins the celebration of
the Nativity. This is a combination of Great Vespers and the Divine
Liturgy of St. Basil. Those wishing to receive Holy Communion
should prepare by abstaining from food and drink from noon until
the service.

Thu. Dec. 25.......cccneee. Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of Christ
9:00am Orthros/10:00 am Liturgy. This is the main service of the
Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Open the best gift first by
attending Liturgy with your family and receiving the Holy Myster-
ies together! Make it a family tradition to keep the most important
thing about Christmas the most important thing in your home!

Year-End Giving

Our stewardship commitment is not just a powerful way to contribute generously to the mission and philanthropy
of Holy Trinity Church, but also a method to realize considerable tax advantages in doing so! The ability to deduct
charitable contributions is one area the IRS has left untouched, realizing the importance of philanthropy in our soci-
ety. As the end of the tax year approaches, here is a reminder on the three most common ways of giving and their

advantages in simple terms:

A gift of cash

The simplest method of giving to Holy Trinity. Up to
50% of one’s income can be deducted, for donors item-
izing deductions on their tax returns. Any excess can be
carried forward and deducted over the next five years.
Tax savings through the deduction depend upon the
donor’s tax rate and other factors.

A gift of depreciated securities

A gift of securities that has decreased in value will be
most advantageous to the donor if the security is sold,

a loss is taken for tax purposes and the proceeds of the
sale contributed to the church for another tax deduction.
A five-year carry-over privilege also applies.

A gift of appreciated securities
Giving securities, such as stocks, that have risen in value
since they were bought could have significant tax advan-
tages for the donor. Examples:
¢ Elimination of long-term capital gains tax. For
this exclusion to apply, the gift must be made
before the security is sold by the donor.
e A tax deduction for the donor, equal the full
market value of the stock
e Application of the 5-year carry-over privilege
Please note that appreciated securities must have been
held for a minimum of 12 months to receive the full tax
advantage.

There are many other ways of giving, each with its unique characteristics. If you have questions about your individual
situation, please consult a professional. Any member of our Finance or Stewardship Committees will also be glad to
assist you. Thank you for remembering Holy Trinity Church in your year-end giving plans. Please also remember
that estate giving options are also available and can provide very attractive tax benefits.

1
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Mouse Tales: The St. Spyridon Church School Library Update

Hil

Happy December and Merry Christmas to all my precious children! Today
I am going to share a part of my own personal mouse history with you, just
as it was told to me by my vyiayia. It is the story of my great, great..great
papou. It is called "The Stable Mouse" and was actu-
ally printed in the Abbey Press. So you can say that
my family was there when it all happened way, way

back and because of this story that is how we became
church mice.

One dark evening while my great, great..great papou.
was asleep he heard someone stirring and sprang to his

feet. A couple was looking for a place to rest why they

were there, he couldn't have guessed. But soon he

noticed a bright star in the sky and a choir of angels
singing high. That's when he saw as he peeked through
a board that a child had been born—it was Christ the Lord! Shepherds came
traveling far and long. Wise Men arrived with treasures so rare but the poor
little mouse had no gift to share. Huddled and silent he began to cry and
started to leave with big tears in his eyes. That's when an angel appeared by
his side saying "Don't run away- there's no need to hide". The mouse turned
and said "I have nothing fo give, no treasures or songs, just the life that I
live". The angel smiled "That is all you need live your life for the Lord both
in thought and in deed. For the greatest gift we can give God above is a life
filled with peace joy, faith, and love. My great, great...great papou understood
from that moment on that his gift was worth more than treasures or song.
So remember this year the best gift you can give is your love to the Lord and
the life that you live.

That is why from time to fime my family and I travel back o my family fown
to the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem where we can relive the experi-
ences of my great, great..great papou. We visit with relatives in the near by
stables. It is great to smell the hay and nap in the lofts and romp through a
stable. But then it is really good again o come home to my church and smell
the incense of yiayia blessing the house, to taste yiayia's wonderful cooking
and to find the warmth and comfort of my own room and bed. So remember
that this is the best times of the year to cherish with family and friends
and to make the most of what we have. Merry Christmas! Christ is born!
Glorify Him!

Love in Christ
Spero (the Orthodox Christmas Mousel)

0,
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Holy Trinity Philoptochos: Philanthropy in Action

One of the most active and important ministries of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society. Through world-wide, national and local ministries, the Philoptochos reaches out to the needy, provides for
the poor and hungry, visits and cares for the sick and much more. This work is done by the National Philoptochos,
the Metropolis Philoptochos and, here at home, our local Philoptochos chapter.

During the course of any given year, parishioners at Holy Trinity Church are asked to support the various fund-
raising projects sponsored by the Philoptochos. Unless otherwise designated for a specific cause, most of these
projects advertise that they support “the philanthropic work of the Philoptochos Society.” The list below provides
a more detailed idea of just what that philanthropic work is and whom it supports. The recipient organizations are
listed here in order to bring about an awareness of the important work of this outreach ministry, encourage the ladies
and future members on to even greater things and to continue to engender the support of the entire community for
these efforts.

In addition to their previous work, the Philoptochos has just added three exciting and long-needed new ministries:
the Circle of Angels (Visitations to hospitals and shut-ins), the Holy Myrrhbearers (Grieving support and after-
funeral care) and the Saints Joachim and Anna Outreach for Seniors (Supporting the elderly with calls, visits and
other forms of help). To get involved with any area of the Philoptochos ministries, contact Holy Trinity Philoptochos
President Tina Fiedler at 412-364-5589 or write her at: 302 West North Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15212.

Local Holy Trinity Outreach

* Holy Trinity Church General Fund * Holy Trinity Senior Citizens

* Holy Trinity Cemetery Fund e Children’s Hospital Free Care Fund
e Summer Camp for Children from- ¢ New ministries!

Holy Trinity Church Circle of Angels Visitation Ministry
« Holy Trinity Festival Holy Myrrhbearers Grieving Support

Ss. Joachim & Anna Seniors Outreach

Local philanthropy for the needy
Metropolis of Pittsburgh Outreach

* Patriarch Bartholomew Metropo- * Holy Protection Monastery

lis Home * St. Mary of Egypt Mission
* Metropolis Special Care Fund * Metropolis of Pittsburgh St.
* Metropolis Philoptochos Emer- Photios Program

gency Fund * The Caring Foundation (Health
* Holy Nativity Monastery care for Western PA needy)

* St. Gregory Palamas Monastery * The llluminator

National Philoptochos Outreach

* Ecumenical Patriarchate Orthodox Christian Mission
* Ecumenical Patriarchate Soup Center
Kitchen “Support a Mission Priest”
* Hellenic College/Holy Cross Int’l Orthodox Christian Charities
School of Theology National Children’s Medical Fund
* Saint Basil Academy (Vasilopita) ¢ Mideast Federation of Greek
* St. Photios National Shrine Orthodox Musicians

 Social Services e National Orthodox Christian Fel-
* The Cancer Fund lowship (College Ministry)
e Unicef * SBA Graduation
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Parish Council Update - October 2003

This abbreviated review of the Parish Council minutes is provided as a way of keeping our Holy Trinity parishio-
ners informed of the active worko f'the Parish Council. Want to get involved? Contact any Parish Council member.
Thank you to our Parish Council secretary, Maria Kraniou, for provided these condensed minutes for the Herald.

Call to Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Parish Council of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church was held on Tuesday,
October 14, 2003, at the Church Library, pursuant to notice duly given to all members. A quorum being present,
the meeting was opened with a prayer by Father John Touloumes.

President’s Welcome and Correspondence
A formal reply was sent to the Archdiocese requesting that the amount we had paid be considered our stewardship
commitment paid in full

Approval of September 2003 Minutes

Paul Balouris motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Leo Loomis. Unanimously approved.

Father John's Report

Parents will trade places with their children next Sunday for church school. A visitation committee has been set up.
P.C. members should RSVP to Father if they plan to attend the Clergy-Laity banquet on October 30. An Agape
Fund meeting took place to set up the Agape Fund guidelines. The committee will meet twice a year. Father
John proposed a guideline change and an addition on the issue of reimbursements. Motion was made by George
Georges to approve the changes, seconded by Leo. Unanimously approved.

Financial Update
The Diocesan Stewardship Committee sent a letter dated stating our parish’s Archdiocesan Total Commitment
assessment for the 2004 calendar year.

Committee Reports:
Social Committee: Two venues that are being considered for NYE are the Home Plate Club at PNC Park and
the William Penn Hotel.
Maintenance Committee: The walk-in cooler is freezing — the repair man is coming tomorrow. The top left
oven broke down. More chair covers have been ordered.
Vision Committee: Discussion of two properties located on Reis Run Rd. Kamages is in Reading, PA, so he
will be asked to come to Pittsburgh and visit these properties.
Festival Committee: The gross from the festival is approximately $118,000, and the profit is in the mid $50,000.
A statement will be prepared for the General Assembly.

Review of By-Laws
The Council continue its on-going process of review the draft copy of the parish’s By-Laws. Article 9 was reviewed
and approved with changes.

Old Business / New Business
General Assembly: The agenda will focus on “Building for the Future” and recruiting people for various com-
mittees (Vision, Festival, Stewardship, etc.).
New Divine Liturgy Books: The process of acquiring new Divine Liturgy books is now being coordinated with
the process the choir is now undertaking of selecting new music. Father John indicated the importance of having
the translations match and will work with the choir on this issue.

Adjournment
The next meeting date was set for Tuesday, November 11, 2003 at 7:00 at the Church Library. No further matters
appearing, the meeting adjourned with a prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Maria Kraniou, Secretary

o
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Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a regular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

Our Christmas Gift
to Jesus

CHRIST IS BORN...
...GLORIFY HIM!

“It is, more blessed to give
than to receive. “ ( Acts 20:
35)

Father John
Androutsopoulos

How blessed the wise
men were in being able to
bring gifts to the Holy Babe and to adore Him as they
knelt before Him! Their hearts were filled with joy as
they left that place.

Everyone who loves Jesus with all his heart wants
to give Him love, coming out of a heart full of grati-
tude. We want to bring Him our best gift - the one He
desires most. So we surrender our lives to Him that He
may reign over us.

Jesus our Lord and Savior never refuses a gift
given with a loving heart. When we open our hearts to
Jesus, He enters and fills us with an immense and over-
flowing joy. His gifts are much bigger than ours. He
gives in abundance. How wonderful lo be His faithful
servants!

“A contrite and humble heart God will not
despise.” At Christmas time our best gift to Jesus
is an open and responsive heart. This culminates in
faith which believes that Jesus is the One Whom the
Scriptures say He is: the Son of God, the Savior of the
world, the Bread of life, the Good Shepherd, the Living
Water, the Prince of Peace, Emmanuel - God with Us.

Accordingly, we commit ourselves to His trans-
forming power. As surely as Jesus is the Son of God
given for our redemption, it follows that when we
receive Him we shall henceforth follow Him devoutly
and love Him with all our hearts.

For all the gifts which we have received so abun-
dantly from the Father, especially for the Gift of His
Beloved Son, we thank our Heavenly Father. We, too,
offer ourselves as a gift to Him.

Beloved, we know that many unbelieving mer-
chants take advantage of the spirit of the Holy Season
for purely commercial purposes. But in spite of all that
may be wrong, there is something wonderful about a
season when we celebrate the birth of the Son of God.
Let us rejoice and be happy together!

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

Did you ever try to define the little adverb “so” in
John 3:16?

How about this: “For God loved the world SO
MUCH that He gave His only-begotten Son that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life (John 3.16).

The Wise Men did not exchange gifts. They made
the long journey to present their gifts to Christ. The
Wise Men were wise because they did the wise thing.
Wise people still bring their gifts to Jesus. Exchanging
gifts is not giving.

THOUGHTS ABOUT ADVENT

The Fast of Christmas (Advent) which means “The
Coming” of the Great and Holy Feast of the Nativity of
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

ADVENT teaches us to do some spiritual shopping
for Christmas.

ADVENT should be a season of spiritual awak-
ing for the soul. Fasting, Prayer, and the Sacraments of
repentance, confession: and Holy Communion make
the soul alive and exceedingly happy.

OUR SPECIAL GREETINGS

On Christmas Day when we celebrate the glorious
Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, let us thank Christ
that His coming means the dawning of the day of peace
and good will among all persons.

May our Heavenly Father help us to remember
that Jesus did not remain the little babe of the manger,
but grew into manhood, and proved by His wonder-
ful works that He was the Son of God. May we never
forget that He loved us and gave Himself for us. May
we give ourselves wholly to Him.

With heartfelt gratitude and love, my family
and I extend our special greetings to Rev. Fr. John
Touloumes and his family and all the members of Holy
Trinity Church have a Blessed Christmas Season.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

With Hes love and blessings,
Rev. Fr. Jotw F. Mww/ma&rﬂ
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The Cultural Side * H IToAitiotikn ITAgvpa

A Greek language offering in honor of the holiday of Thanksgiving

Huepa Twv
Euxaplotiwy

T TeAeutata
r]V Mepymtn  tou
NoguBplou OAOKANpn n
Apepikn  eoptalel  pe
MOoTN KAl Katavuél tnv
npepa twv Euxaplotiwy [Thanksgiving].

Mpaypatt e€wvatr pua  EEXwpLotn  nuepa
a@ou  avnkel dAmoKAeloTIKaA oto  Ogo
KAl EUXAPIOTOUPUE Yld OAd TaA KaAd Tou
TAoUGLlOTITapouxa Pag OLveL.

2Ta meEVNVTA oxeO0V Xpovia TTou Bplokopat
oTnNV APEPLIKN AUTN N €0pTn EPXEAl TPWTIN
otnv kapdla pou. Ta mpwta MaAg Xpovia
pHadeuopaoTe PE TNV OLKOYEVELA TOU avOpog
Hou Toug lovelg tou Kat tov adeA@o Tou
OlKOYEVEIAKWG,.

Ma pe to mMEpacpa tTwv Xxpovwv aAAage
Kal auto ol yovelg meBavav ta madla pag
HEYAAWOAV PEPIKA TAVIPEUTNKAV KAl AAAEEE
n ouvBeon tng owkoyevelag. O Kouviadog pou
HE Ta madla TOU Kal Xupmedepla ekavav
padu Tnv yloptn omwg £MONG KAt n Olkn Hou
OlKOYEVELd PE Ta OIKA pou ZuptmeBepia.

Meta amo peplka xpovia aAAe€e kat o
mMOAU 10 OlKO pou tpamelt o aumpog pou
kadnyntng oto Point Park College cuviBile
Kabe XpoOvo va DgPVEL KAl KATOLOV (POLTNTN
Tou amo &evn matplda va pnv €wvat Hovog

Voula Hareras

TOU AUTNV TNV NPEPA KATIOTE EIXAME KAl ATO
ouo.

Auto to Thanksgiving opo¢ mou 6a pou
Hewvn afexacto elval otav TeAsutald HE
PWTINCE AV YUTOPOUV va pOouv 4 PoLTNTEG ATTO
Eeva kpatn apeowc pe xapa suma NAIT NAI!
Mpaypatt npbav tecoepa AeBevromaida MeE
AouAoudia Kat YAUKa tad KAupevd.

Evag amo Toupkia o O&€UuTEPOG ATO
MaAaiotivn o tptog lamwvelog¢ kat o
teTaptog Pwooc. Otav kabnoape oto tpamedl
KAl NTAv N wpda va TOUKHE TPOCEUXN TOUG ELTTA
va TACOUHE TA XEPLA HAG oTo Tpamell Kal
yla eva AETTO va MPOCEUXNBOUPE voepa Kabe
evag otov O¢co tou. Aev Ba Eexaow Tto BeppO
O@IEIPO TOU XEPLOU HOU Ao Tov TOUPKO Kat
ToV lamwva mou ntav OumAd pou.

Katomyv agou euloynoa TO0 @aynto
Payape ME xapa Kal kouBevra kat T Ogv
emav auta ta maidla oAa Adtpeuav Tnv
Apxaia EAAada kat dgv otapatayav va JiAouy
yld TOUG (PIAOCOPOUG TOV TOALTICHW YA TOUG
OAupmakoug aywveg Kalt aAa piAncav yla
TNV O1KN Toug matplda ta nén Kat €6ipa toug
TA €yyovld HOU akouyav Kdl Kpepovioucav
amo TA XEWAn TOUG KAl TOTE TA ATl Hou
Boupkwoav Kat suna:

MNatt Oge pou dev ALVELG PWTION KAl OTOUG
HEYAAOUC TNG YNG va Kabnoouv €10l G €vad
Tpamedl va dwoouVv KAl autn Ta XEPLa Kat vda
ylvn €1pnvn 6TOV KOGHO GOU.

Mnat?

Boulda Xapspa

Mpwivn NMpooguxn MNa Maidia

Me tnv YAUKLId auyoUAa
Xapoupevo Eunvo

Kat oTéAvw TpooguxoUAa
Ogpun oTov oupavo.

ASiwoE pe O¢€ pou
N& pe kaAo maidi

Kat mavta xaptlé pou
Xapd kat mpokorn.

O¢g€ pou oav ta MoUAdKLa
Xapoupevo va {w

Kat ta dAAa ta maiddkia
MoAU va T’ ayanw.

Kat otéAve pou amd mavw
Tnv xdpn cou K €uxn
Na o exw omou Bdue
Mpootdtn Kal oTmemn.
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The Cultural Side * H IToAwtiotikn ITAgvpa

“The Flies and the Demons”

hen the pot is on the fire
and boiling, the flies don't
dare come near. But when
it's taken away from the fire,
the flies even fall in it! The
same happens with our souls
— while they are kept close to
the Church and the holy sacra-
ments, evil can only look from
afar; but when they begin to
move away...”
Elder Paisios (of Mt. Athos)
(The original, in Greek, was shared in a previous issue)

November 17, 1973

Most of us associate “November 17" with the ter-
rorist organization which targets westerners and Greek
politicians in Greece in a reign of terror that started in
1975. Only recently, in fact, did the authorities finally
arrest the masterminds and hit-men of that organiza-
tion, who are now standing trial.

The origin of that memorable date, however, goes
back to 1973, when, from the afternoon of November
14 to 3:00 a.m. on November 17, university students
barricaded themselves inside Athens Polytechnic Uni-
versity, demanding a democratic government. It was
the boldest revolt against the military dictatorship
that was ruling Greece at the time. The uprising was
crushed with tanks and violence that killed 20 students,
but it sparked the fire of democracy in the hearts of
the people, revealed the barbarism of the dictators and
marked the beginning of the end of their rule.

Unfortunately, the group that was originally formed
to retaliate against the ruling junta, deteriorated into
a guerilla organization that espoused communism and
expanded its targets to include foreign diplomats and
even ordinary citizens and property. With the Athens
Summer Olympics approaching, they became a concern
to authorities, who finally got a break in summer 2002
when they captured a key member. Since then, most if
not all, of the group’s members have been arrested.

Michael Kritiotis

Mikpa, Aiapopa ki Avagopika

'Exel paleuTtn apkeTo UAIKO OT’ apyxeia pag, ki ivai
KaIpOG va TO JoIpAoTOUNE PE TOUG avayvwoTeg! OpioTe
Aoindv, opiopéva:

Enikaipo IoTopiko

To Oikoupevikd MaTplapyeio BpiokeTal uaika aTnv
KwvaTavtivounoAn. (Mpiv napel T'6vopd Tng and Tov
KwvaTtavTtivo Tov Méya 1o 325 W. X, OTav €yivav Ta
gnionua gykaivia Tng 1I0pUCEWC TNG, OTO ONUEio EKeivo
ATav n MIKpn noAn BulavTio. Eixe 10puBei and Tov
Meyapéa BUlavta To 658 n.X., yI' AuTd Kal MNPE TO
Ovouda Tou.)

To TIUNTIKO NpoBadioua, Ta NpeoBeia OnNwe AeyeTal

oTNV EKKANCIAOTIKA YAwooa, 606nKe oTov ApXIENioKomno
Kwv/noAewg ndn and 1o 381 kata tnv B’ OIKOUPEVIKN
>Uvodo. Kata Tn diapkeia Tng OBwpavikng kuplapxiac,
To OIk. MNartpiapyeio anékTnoe akopya MeyaAlTepn
duvaun kai akTivoBoAia. Kai autd, yiati o npwTog
>ouATdvog, o Mwaued o B’ o katakTnTnC, yia Adyoug
NOAITIKAG okomuoTnTac (apaye dev €iBeAe auTtog, TO
MaTtpiapxeio va Balel ‘10¢ec’ oTa puaAd Tou Adou;),
napaxwpnoe Meyala npovopia otov  OIKOUMEVIKO
MaTtpiapxn kai oTo Matpiapxeio Kwv/noAewc. “ETol
o Oik. MaTtpiapxnc avaAduBave TauToxpova kai oav
EBvapyxnc Tou unodoulou MEvouc, Ynopouoe OPwG va
QOKEei Kal OUCIAOTIKN ENIPPON NAVW OTIG AAEG AdEAPEC
EkkAnoiec kai Matpiapyeia evrdg Tou OBwpavikou
Kpartoug.

H EAenuoouvn

«®iAg, gival peyain unobeon n eAenuoauvn, n onoia
npénel va nnyalel and Tnv aydann npoc Tov XpioTo,
Kal va €NEKTEIVETAI KAl 0€ OAOUC Toug avBpwnoug. Ol
KOIVWVIKEG adIKiEC, N EKPETAAAEUON, N ANEPIOKEWIQ,
n anAnoria, ol aoBéveleg, akdun kai n TUXN - O&v
EEpoupe TI KPUBEI N Npdvoia Tou OeoU - 0dNyouUV TOUG
avBpwnouc og eEaBAiwon. O1 undAoinol avepwnol, ONwe
eniTdooel Kal n ouveidnon, 6a npenel va NpoopEPouV
yla TN OTNPIEN TWV oUVavlpwNwy ToUG.»

11, Kandpnc

Eival @£0¢g

Eival ©€6¢ -
AuToc okopniCel Tov NAIO kal TN yn Bepyaivel
Ki ayana kai npooTaTeUel OAN TNV OIKOUMEVD.
Eival ©€6¢ -
KaBe npwi pag divel pia kaivoupyla gepa
Mag divel Tn {wr), pag divel Tn PnTépa.
Eival ©€6¢ -
AuTOG pag odnyei
Kal pacg 01Idaokel auTd nou npenel
Kal pixvel Jid gamia ortn yn
Kal OAwv pag Tic Npd&eic pacg Tic BAENEL.
Eival ©gbc!
2uvopouri Zopiac I
Ayann
Ma Tnv ayann 6oa ki av diveig gival Aiya
Kal va 1o &Epeic nwg dev €Xel avTayolpr),
AwaTa kal pUYE Kal Pnv XAvelg eukaipia
>70 nepiBwplo un Baleic TV Wuxn.
Naiko
- O ©gd¢, 6nwc ayand eggva, £T1 ayand Kal Toug
exBpouc oou!
- MNa va yivel To ©alpua, apkei v’ ayandye. OUTE n
NPOCEUXI, OUTE TO KOUNOCXO0ivI OEV €XOUV TETOIA
duvapn
repovriooa raBoinia
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PREPARING FOR CHRIST

Mother Raphaela, Abbess of the Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery in Otego, New York, has some words of wisdom for Orthodox
Christians as we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Christ. She offers to us an altemative to the commercialized and secular
approach so prevalent in the world ... an even points out that our own apparently faithful approach sometimes misses the mark!

ather than thinking in terms of putting Christ into our Christmas, may we rather think in terms of putting
ourselves, including our Christmas, into Christ. Jesus Christ is at the center of the universe, and we need to
find ourselves in our relation to Him, not the other way around.

We need to learn to pray. We need to develop a relationship with God. We need to begin even when we don’t
really know how. To keep ourselves honest, we can say, “God, if there is a God, reveal Yourself to me,” or, “God, |
want to love You,” or, “Lord, | believe, help my unbelief.” We need to struggle with not getting the kind of answers
we may expect from God, He always responds to our prayer, but being the best of parents, He doesn’t always say
yes. And sometimes His silence is very loud because He is telling us that we need to grow up and figure out or do
something on our own.

If we begin to do this, to put ourselves into Christ, Christmas, along with very many other things, will cease to be a
problem. We will want to use every way we can think of to celebrate the greatness of the coming of our God and
Savior. We have so many ways to choose from, and they are all literally God-given. We have the beauty and solemn
joy of church services; the sharing of life in eucharistic communion as well as at our family tables, all heightened by
the preceding days of fasting. We can decorate our surroundings; prepare beautiful things; pay more attention to
giving and receiving love, including giving presents if they are important to us and to those we love; sing our hearts
out; discover the neighbors who have less than we do and share some of our bounty with them.

So rejoice in the Lord. Look for the joy of a child’s wonder. Celebrate the feast. And let this Christmas be the begin-
ning of a whole re-orientation of our life around the center of reality: God has made us and redeemed us, and in
preparing for the Christ child in the manger, we prepare to welcome all the Life and Love in the universe.




