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joy, let our hearts praise the latest shining star of the Orthodox, the
newly erected rampart of the Church. For, glorified by the work of the

In

Spirit, he abundantly pours forth the grace of healing to those who cry out,

“Rejoice, O Father Nectarios”. (Kontakion of the Feast)
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“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; for
his mercy love endures for ever.”
Psalm 136.1

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It’s all about communion ... with one another ... within His
Holy Church ... with God Himself. This is made so very clear
in the place where we, as Orthodox Christians, find the
heart of our unity: the worship life of the Church, which is
itself the Body of Christ, of which we are members.

One of my most fond recurring memories of my seminary days is the moment of
Holy Communion in the chapel at the school. On Sundays, people would come
from various places to experience the beautiful Divine Liturgy offered there, so
there would often be lengthy lines for Holy Communion. Once the standard
Communion hymn of the day was sung, the choirs (there were two of them)
would often move on to other traditional Orthodox inspirational offerings. One
of the most moving was taken directly from the Holy Scriptures: Psalm 136 set
to music. It begins with and repeats the phrase quoted above: “Give thanks to
the Lord.”

Admittedly, there were times, even at the seminary, when giving thanks wasn’t
the first thing on everyone’s minds. It was—Ilike a parish or a family—filled
with many personalities and conflicts among people who were all there for one
purpose: to grow closer to Christ and to become apostles of His love. Yet the evil
one, whom Saint John the Evangelist calls “the father of lies” would have none
of that. After all, if he was able to thwart the growth of the faith in this place,
which was expected to be the fountain of hope for the future of the Church,
would it not make the defeat of the message of the Gospel all the more achiev-
able in the world?

But the Church in Her wisdom provided an antidote to the arguments and divi-
sions of the world. During Holy Communion, the very moment of the touchpoint
of heaven and earth, of God and man and of every part of the Body of Christ, the
reminder was proclaimed: Give thanks; God is good; He is merciful; His love is
forever; He is there even when times are troubling; and, by the way, this is the
same God whose very handiwork are the heavens and the earth, so the troubles
you bring with you today may be big to you, but they are not too much for Him;
He will rescue you from them like He saved the Israelites in their many crises.

As Americans we are approaching the natinal holiday of Thanksgiving; interest-
ingly enough, President Lincoln’s 1863 proclamation of the holiday declared it
to be not only a day of thanks, but a day when all Americans would “fervently
implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation
and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the
full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.”

Long before that, however, God was calling His people to do the same: put away
the disunity that comes from disagreements and strife; come together with one
mind and one heart as members of the Body of Christ; “let us commit ourselves
and one another to Christ our God” so that the adversary does not make of the
Church his strategic point of victory which chokes off the apostolic mission to
the world.

God has called us, a members of His Body, as Christian families and as holy Trin-
ity Church, to be beacons of light and apostles of Christ. May we never }ose site
of that great and holy mission by being drawn from David’s waq en a
moment: “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.” —+h .
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News & Events

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Church School Food Drive..............November
In keeping with the command of the Lord to help the
poor and needy, our Church School students will
be collecting food for a local food pantry and
homeless shelter during the month of Novem-
ber. Look for the bags, which will
be provided to the children during
Church School class and start
: / filling them as soon as possible.
2 The food will be given to a local
shelter which serves people of this
area with a proven financial need. Thank you for your
generosity and for helping your children understand the
importance of meeting this challenge and call.

St. Lydia’s Orthodox Women'’s Fellowship . Nov. 3, 17
The St. Lydia Women’s Study Fellowship is a minis-
try for women to share in fellowship and to study scrip-
ture, the Orthodox Faith and family life in today’s world.
The meetings take place every other week on Thurs-
day mornings at 9:30 a.m at the home of Jan Petredis
in Wexford. New participants are always
welcome! The fellowship is enjoyable
and the approach is casual, but the
subjects are important for today’s
women and families.

This year’s theme is a Bible
Study of Saint Paul’s Epistles to the
Corinthians. The study guide being
used is a new publication, “First and Second
Corinthians: Straight From the Heart.” It approaches the
study with an easy-to-understand method intended for
all people. For further information on this worthwhile
and informative group or for directions to the meetings,
call Stacy Dickos at 412-367-0925.

YOUTH MINISTRY

GOYAEvents..........oovvvvvnnnnnn. November
Thu. Nov. 3, 6:30 pm: Basketball practice
Sat. Nov. 5: Dinner and Movie Night (location tba)
Sun. Nov. 6: Meeting after Liturgy
Thu. Nov. 10, 6:30 pm: Basketball practice
Sun. Nov. 13: Fall Bake Sale after Liturgy
Sun. Nov. 13, 6:30 pm: Monthly Fellowship
at Hodge family home
Thu. Nov. 17, 6:30 pm: Basketball practice
Fri. Nov. 18-Sun Nov. 20: Fall GOYA Retreat
Sun. Nov. 27: GOYA Turkey Bowl after Liturgy

For information on GOYA events, contact Presvytera
Becky at 412-831-3574 or GOYA President Victoria
Kritiotis at 412-766-5001..

JOY Trip to Aviary
Attention JOY children (8-12 year-olds): You are
invited to a free trip to the National Aviary on Sunday,
November 13! Holy Trinity Church has received a
donation of tickets and is extending them to the JOY
chil- dren and their families on a first-come,
first-served basis (there are 40 tickets
in all). The trip will take place on
Sunday, November 13, following
Divine Liturgy. This is the same time
as the regular Fall General Assembly, and
a number of JOY parents have volunteered to
supervise the children during the visit so their
parents can participate in the assembly. Please
contact Joanne Germanos at 412-822-7412 to reserve

tickets.

WORSHIP LIFE

Weekday Services. .......ccovvunnnn.. November
Please take note of the following weekday Liturgies
for the feast days in the month of November. Orthros is
at 9:00 a.m., followed by Divine Liturgy at 10:00.
Ss. Cosmas & Damian.........cccueeeeenee November 1
The Holy Archangels.............cccuuueeee. November 8
Note: This service will be held at the Archangel
Michael Chapel at Angel’s Acres in Canonsburg.
St. Nektarios the Wonderworker .... November 9

The Entrance of the Theotokos..... November 21

St. Katherine ........cccoovcueeeeeccrsccnnnnns November 24
Note: This is a 6:00 pm Vesperal Liturgy

Snt. Andrew the Apostle................. November 30

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

Baptism: Jackson Farmakis

The servant of God, Jackson (John) Farmakis, son
of Christian and Rebecca Farmakis, was received into
the Holy Orthodox Christian Faith through Baptism on
October 2, 2005. The Godparent was Jason Farmakis.
Congratulations, and may God grant him many years!

Baptism: Vasilios Balouris

The servant of God, Vasilios Andrea Balouris, son
of James T. and Yvonne Balouris, was received into
the Holy Orthodox Christian Faith through Baptism on
October 15, 2005. The Godparent was Sophia Panagis.
Congratulations, and may God grant him many years!
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News & Events

Upcoming Memorial/Trisagion Services . . .November
November 13: Betty Beckas (1 year); Jimmy Rega-
kis (5 years)
November 20: George Georgiadis (2 years); John
Regas (3 years)
November 27: Evangelos Komninos (5 years)
December 4: Antonia Karas (9 months)

COMMUNITY LIFE

Fall Community Homeless Outreach. .......Nov. 19

Holy Trinity Church has been blessed once again
with the opportunity to host the “Feed the Homeless”
Outreach event. You may remember that in March of
2003, our parish—which so often asks for the support
of the community around us for the Festival, Wednes-
day Lunch, etc.—accepted the invitation of the Greater
Pittsburgh Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood and opened
our doors to the poor and needy the Lord commands us
to serve in His name for a sit-down hot lunch.

Now, returning to that blessing for the sixth time, on
Saturday, November 19, the Orthodox Clergy Brother-
hood will again sponsor a sit-down lunch for the home-
less here at Holy Trinity Social Hall from 11:30 am to
1:00 pm. This philanthropic outreach will be sponsored
by various Orthodox parishes in the area, who will bring
food and provide volunteers to set up, clean up and serve.
In addition to offering the use of our hall, it is important
that the Holy Trinity community steps forward to serve.
If you would like to help by cooking, serving or donat-
ing, please contact Julie or Mike Kritiotis at 412-766-
5001. During the Christmas fast when we are called to
prayer, fasting and almsgiving, this is truly a wonderful
way to fulfill the commandment of Jesus Christ: “As

you did it to these, the least of my brethren, you did it to
Me” (Mt. 25.40). Thank you for your generosity.

THANKSGIVING

20005

Sharing the Harvest.
Showing you Care.

Stewardship Information Update

Thank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for the 2005 pledge year since the last
update. Please join them in their support for the ministries of Holy Trinity and submit your pledge card today! Remember, a cur-
rent, signed pledge card is required each year as part of maintaining your membership in good standing at Holy Trinity Church.

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Stephan
Ms. Marjorie Andromalos
Mrs. Patricia Jones

Ms. Cora Verlato

Mrs. Gregory Pefferman
Mr. Mrs. John Gianoutsos
Mr. John Nychis

Mrs. Pauline Pontikos

Ms. Rania Pontikis

Mrs. George Brennen

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. James Kostpoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Condos

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Geanopoulos
Mrs. Georgia Touloumes

Mr. George Kilantonis

Mr. Thomas Levendos

Mr. William Brennan

Ms. Christy Cherpes

Ms. Christy Cherpes

Mr. George Athanasiou

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLEDGES............. 248
TOTAL DOLLARS PLEDGED.........$ 144,392
AVERAGE PLEDGE ¢582
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Mouse Tales: The St. Spyridon Church School Library Update

Hello, my precious children!

It's me, Spero! I am here in church under the pew watching as Father is giving his sermon
on "Thanksgiving". I really would someday like to sit in the pew (without scaring every one
away) but I should just be thankful that none of my precious little ones (or big ones) as
of yet, have stepped on me. I have a lot to be thankful for like my family, my church, and
God.

What do you have to be thankful for?

We have a new DVD in the Hermie and Friends series called "Web-
ster, The Scaredy Spider”. The video starts out with a cartoon
short based on Proverbs 3:25-26. My precious children you do not
have to be afraid for our Heavenly Father will always be with you
to keep you safe and sound. What do you to fear? Do you fear being
lost or left alone? Do you fear being home alone or the monster
under the bed or in the closet? Do you fear the dark or things that
go bump in the night? Ya' know adults have fears too! Adults are
afraid of losing things like their keys, checkbook, or even their hair.
In Isaiah 4:10 God tells us "Do not worry for I am with youl Do not
be afraid because I am your God and I will make you strong, and T
will help you. I will support you with my right hand and save you, so
that you are not afraid, and so you can handle your fears, if you do
one thing", which we will learn from this DVD.

In Hermie's garden, there was a treaty of 85 that said, No Spiders are allowed in the
garden”. But, one is spotted. All the bugs are afraid of him. Little do they know that this
is a small spider named Webster. Webster is more afraid of all of them. Webster is
afraid of so many things like leaving home, talking in front of others,
big lizards, flying through the air, and dark places. With the help
of Wormie, Webster faces his fears for sometimes fear may seem
bigger than we are and sometimes they are real to us. Wormie
tells Webster sometimes you become so scared you forget to
be brave. Who can make you feel brave when you are scared?
God, He loves us and knows each of us by name. If God is for
us then who can be against us? Remember, He was with David
when he faced Goliath and with Moses when he talked to the
Pharaoh. So Webster overcame his fears because he knows
God is with him all of the time, even when he was afraid.
My precious little ones when you become afraid remem-
ber God Our Heavenly Father is right there next to
you. He can bring you comfort and peace. God is with us
always! Have a Thankful and Happy Thanksgiving!

In Christ

Love Spero

py’
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Community Life Photo Journal

On Sunday, October 16, the children of the JOY ministry gathered for a Fall Mini-Retreat and apple-picking adventure. They met at Simmons
Farm in McMurray and picked lots and lots of apples, then gathered at the Gagianas home nearby for a retreat with Father John. As part of
the retreat, they prepared for the Apple Festival (an apple-themed sale) to be held at church the following Sunday by bagging apples and clean-
ing some for the many apple pies baked by the moms. Pictured below are scenes from the day: apple-pickers in and out of the trees at Simmons
Farm; Father John demonstrating and having a little fun with the ‘fruits of the Spirit” theme; and finally, the entire gathering of children.
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Community Life Photo Journal
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Above: More fun-filled scenes from the JOY Fall Mini-Retreat on

October 16, including the “apple separating and bagging” crew "
above. Right and below: Students, teachers and parents all par-
ticipated in the annual “Trading Places Open House” on Sunday,
October 16. Each year on this Sunday, parents and students “trade
places” to gain a broad perspective or what its like in the others’
shoes. Parents are dismissed following Holy Communion for a visit
to the classrooms, and Father John offers a special message for the
students upstairs.
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Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a regular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

THE POWER OF
THE WORD OF GOD

Beloved brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, the word of
God is strong, like a hammer
crushing the rock. It is as a
sword severing the body from
the soul, that is, carnal desires
from the spirit. The divine
word is like dew to our souls,
giving growth to good works.
In this way many saints were
converted by hearing the word of God.

How should we prepare ourselves to hear a sermon?

Father John
Androutsopoulos

it, shall receive more stripes (Luke 12.47). For many it
would be better never to have known the way of Justice,
than having known it, to forsake it (2 Peter 2.21). Hence
it is necessary, that after hearing a sermon, we cover the
seed, that is, the word of God, with the earth of pious
reflection. Thus the Blessed Mother Mary kept the word
of God pondering it in her heart (Luke 2.51). Besides
this, it is necessary to pray God to send the dew of His
grace, so that the seed of the divine word may grow and
bring forth fruit in patience.

“Listen, anyone who has ears to hear!” (Luke 8.8)

There are some on whom the Gospel message has
little impact. Like seed dropped on a sidewalk and eaten
by birds, the word of salvation never springs to life in

them. And there are some who receive

St. John Chrysostom says: “Who,

that wishes to pour precious ointment
into a vessel, will not first purify the
vessel and clean it?” So should we

likewise purify our souls before hear- A
ing the word of God, by sincere sorrow
for our sins. The earth, before the seed =

is sown, is carefully prepared; so also
should we prepare our hearts before
receiving the seed of the word of God.
All earthly cares must be banished, \
lest the seed of God’s word fall among
the thorns of worldly desires, and be
thus choked The sermon should be

| the Gospel message with such eagerness
that it bears a superabundance of fruit in
their lives, thirty, sixty, a hundredfold.

N Most of us are somewhere between
these two extremes. We have accepted
the Gospel, but somehow our lives are
not as fruitful as we want them to be.
We can be like those who accept the
word of God but have difficulty endur-
ing in times of trial, or who never reach
full maturity because of the concerns of
the world.

What are the trials we face? Usually

preceded by prayer; otherwise very
little fruit will be derived from it, as

they are not as dramatic as persecution
for our beliefs; usually they are simply

St. John Chrysostom says.
What is to be observed during the sermon?

We should listen attentively to the priest as to a mes-
senger from God explaining to us the will of God, for
Christ says: “Behold, I send: you just like sheep to a
pack of wolves. You must be as cautious as snakes
and as gentle as doves” (Matthew 10.16). St. John
Chrysostom says: “When the proclamations of a king
are read, silence is observed everywhere, all ears being
intent to receive the contents. How much more respect
and reverence should we show when the word of God is
announced to us, that we may learn the divine will.”

What should we do after the sermon?

In the sight of God not they are justified who hear
the word, but they who keep it (Romans 2.13). The ser-
vant who knows the will of his master and does not do

the normal difficulties that everyone
faces. But if our faith is shallow, even ordinary difficul-
ties can overwhelm it.

And what are the concerns of this world that can pre-
vent us from reaching our maturity in Christ? Again,they
are most often quite ordinary; spending too much time
at our Jobs or hobbies or in front of the TV set can so
clutter us with distractions that we overlook the most
important things in our life; our relationship with others,
our relationship with God.

Beloved, Jesus calls us to reexamine our lives in
light of His teaching: “LISTEN, anyone who has ears
to hear.”

With Hes love,
Rev. Fr-. (,%)/ya A Mau&w}w&d)—&
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The Cultural Side *« H IToAwtiotikn ITAgvpa

28nv ‘OkTwBpiou 1940...
28nv ‘OkTwBpiou 2005

‘Exouv nepdoel 65 xpdvia ano
TO Npwivo TNG 28n¢ 'Ok TwRpiou
ToU 1940. ToTe nou n EAAGda
£kANBN ano Tr Moipa, va ypayel
Kai nah yiav akopa Xpuan ZeAida

H 28n OkTwBpiou 1940 cival

Kai 8a pévn n mo peydhn nuépa
NG EAAnvIknG IoTopiag, oxi Jovov

Y1 Ta EKNANKTIKG AvOpayabnuaTta, oTa Xioviouéva Bouva
Tnc AABaviag, aAad Bd ival YeyaAn, yid Ta peyaia nou
€Keivn TAV OTIYUN Ane@acioav, 6 NPIkog kai aoknTIKOC
Baagihéac Mewpylog, kai 6 Meyahog riyetng Tou 'EBvoug
Iwavvng MeTa&ag kai 1o Zuvolov ToU 'EAANVIKoU Aaody, yid
va gavoUv avTtagiol Twv napaddoswv TNC ToTopiac.

AAAG Gg yupiooupe 65 xpovia npiv...ag BupnBoUpe yid
MIG OTIYHN Ta yeyovoTa €keiva nou avéBaoav Trv 'EAAGDA
OTIC KOPPEC TNG DOENC.

Bpdadu Tng 27n¢ OkTwPpiou. ZTrv ABrva 6 NpeoBeUTn(
TNG Trahiag Mkpatal, €ixe Opyavmoel NPOg TIKNY EEEXOVTWV
MeAwv TNG ABnvaiknig kolvwviag, nAouci®TaTo yeUya, oTig
MeyAAeg aiBouaeg ToU Meyapou ThG ITaAikng npeopeiac,
OMou PE UNOKPITIKN EUYAWTIA IEKNPUCOE TV OTEVOTNTA
TV OXECEWV, Kai TAV NnaTponapddoTn giAia HeTAll Tav
oUW navapxaiwv Aawv. MoAig Opwg ) wpaia EAAnvoITaAikn
ylopTH TeAgiwaoe Kai 6ol anexwpnaav KE TNG KAANTEPEC
EVTUNWOEIC...0 KOUNG 'Egpavoun Mkpdtol kabnoe aTo
ypageio Tou yIa va £ToIRACN TO ATIHOTEPO £YYPAPO THC
(PAcIOTIKAC JINAWMATIAC.

'Htav 3 napd névre 16 npwi TAG AsuTépac 28ng
OkTwPpiou, £keivn TV wpa 6 MeTa&ac koipoTav. To
koudoUvI ToU oniTioU KTUNNoE, 6 MeTa&ag poOpeoe KATI
NPOXEIPO K'AVOIEE O iDI0C, EKNANKTOC €IDE TOV NPECBEUTN
TNG ITahiag, 6 MeTa&dc katalaBe kai nipe TO avaioyo
Upog yIa va avtinpoownelon neprnigava Trv ‘EAAGda.

'0 TkpATal PNnKe kai €dwae oTov MeTa&a Tov dakeho.

'O MeTa&ac £Byale TG yuaNid Tou, TG QOPECE Kai ApxIoe
va diapaln, 16 BAEpKa kai TO nvelpa Tou gixav GUANGBE!
AUEOWC TO NveUPa ToU TEAETIYpAPOU. ANAG NBeAE va
Cuyion kaBe AEEN nol B4 £Aeye 0TOV BPACU VUKTEPIVO
EmokéNTn. ‘OTav CUKNANPWOE TIG OKEWEIG TOU ONKWONKE,
Eavadin\woe TO TeAeoiyypago kai T®RaAe Npeya oTd
PAakeAo.

...KUplie Mpdedpe, apxioe O MkpaTal va AEsl, TapayHEVOG
€iyal eNiNpooBeTWC ENIPOPTIOPEVWC VA 0AC AVAKOIVWOW
OTI U} AnodoxNG TV OpwV Nou avayvwaodTe Td ITaAika
oTpaTteuyara Ba sioeNBouv eic TV EANAda €ic Tag 6 TO
npwi.

...KUpie MpeoBeuTd, annvrnoe arapaxog 6 MeTa&ac,

Kai TO nepieXOMEVOV TOU TeAeaiypa®ou kai 6 Tpdnog nou
HoU €nedo0n, onuaivouv KAPUEIV NOAEPOU £K JEPOUC TNC
ITahiac...

...AA\G av dwoeTe diataynyv €ic T oTpaTelPaTa oag
v'agioouv £AeuBgpav Tryv €icodov €ig Toug ITahouc...

'O Iwavvng MeTa&ac Tivaxdnke...Ta yahava Tou uaria

Voula Hareras

0TO yePdaTo nNpwicpoUg BIBAio TNG.

neTagav GAOyec. MepITTOV VA NpoxwpnosTe, povage OXI.
A&v NPOKeITal va dWOow TETOIEC dIATAYEG OTA OTPATEUNATA
Jacg, kai 0év Ba émiTpann oTa dIka 0ag va NEPACOUV...

Kai npoxwpnas nNpog Thv nopTa, 6 NkpdTtol kataAape
npoondabnaos va dwan TO XEPI TOU Ei¢ XaIPETIOUOV, 0
MeTa&ag yupios TO npdéowno PE andia...

MOAIC 0 EEvoc €puye, 60 MeTagac dpnae TO TNAEPWVO.
Meoa o€ pion wpa Eunvnoe Tov BaoiAéa Tou ApXIoTpATNYO,
TOUC "YnoupyoUg, kai €dwae diaTayrn oTa ouvopa va Jnv
agnoouv va nepacouv oi ‘Trahoi. NTUBNKe ypriyopa Kai
OTIGC 4 TO NpWi NTav oTd YpaPeio Tou, TO 'YNoupyeio
£EWTEPIKWV, Kai dpXIos O Aymvag.

28n OkTwppiou 1940 npwi npwi, 6 MeTa&ag avryyyeiAe
oTOV EAANVIKO Aao 0TI apxile O MOAEOG Kai TOTE OAo!
MIKPOI, JeyaMol, avOpeg, YIVaikeg, avannpol, oAol, 0Aol,
£vwlnkav odav vaTav évag. Aév unnpxav ToUuTnv THv wpa
Ae€l0i, KoupouvioTai, AnpokpdTec, pion kai naen, yovov
"EAANveg Bynkav aToug dpopouc £EaAAol. ‘OAol yia TOV
ayova, kai ac n&epav Pé noid AuTokpartopia navonhol
gixav va noAepioou 6pwg dev dioTaoav oUTE OTIWN, OAd
yia Tiv MaTpida. ‘OAa yid v EAAGDA pag, kai noiog 1o
nepigeve. Na f ia Nikn niow anod v ain, avadapnoe n
Tpouayuévn EGpwnn, 1} EANGda ToUG €dwoe TV NpwTn
Nikn. 6 urvec BaoTagav oi NPWeC, AANG £dwaav Kaipo
OTNV AUEPIKA VA ETOINACTH Kai va avaTtpéwn Td oxedia Tou
napagpova XiTAep.

"Epeic oi mo nalioi Td {oape Ta GEExaoTa ékeiva Xpovia
av kai nadid ToTe Pac peyaiwaoe anoTopa o MOAEHOG...
Kadnkov 0Awv €ival va prv aeriooupe va EexaoToly, 65
xpovia népaoav kai 8a nepacouv kai aAAa kai ahAa. 'E@
ooov unapxel EAAGda, £p doov Undpyouv ‘EAANVEG yvhalol
anoyovol ToV doEaopévwv Npwwv dev Ba EexaoToulv. MarTi
onou ki av BpiokovTe 'EAANVEC 0TA NEPATA TOU KOGHOU
TOUTNV TNV NUEPA Ba Trv TiPolv, Kai 8a npoaelyovTe yId
auTouc nou WE TO aiya Toug Eypawav ToTopia.

ZnTw f 28n OkTwRpiou 1940!

>71a ‘Hpwika MNaidid

KpataTte 10 KEQAM YnAd

'EEw TO 0TNB0C, Opbio TO KopUi 0ag
Ki'ac qaiveTal noc okUBoUVE OeIAg,
Kai Ta Bouva akopa oTiv opun odc.

>4v NepnaTaTe ag QAiveETal NOE TPEXETE

Moc neTa&ate pé repd and tryv kolvia

Mo¢ TpePEl 6 KOOPOC TA HOUOTAKIA MOU DEV EXETE
Kai Tov nodiov oag T'avunapkta onnpolvid

‘OpBio TO Kopui, WnAa TR HUTNH oag

Ac paiveTal nwe ByaiveTe ano KaoTpa

MRV TO EexvarTe, NATE VA EEKPEUAOTE T AOTPA
AaTtpa! Snuaisc! 'Oveipa, pTepa!

Ag gival TAC Yuxne oac npwTopeoXI

OU0sAAa vave Ta InTw

Kai kepauvog 1o OXI!

BouAa Xapspd




I THE HOLY TRINITY HERALD - NOVEMBER 2005 |

Our Worship - Part §

Part of a special series of educational features designed to provide “continuing education” to our parishioners. Taken from the
publication, “Our Worship,” which examines and explains the main elements of worship in the Orthodox Christian Church.

GRE .ALT VESPERS begins our celebration of Sundays and Feast Days

The Church's liturgical day begins at sundown rather than at midnight, following ancient practice. Hance the cl-
ebration of Vaspers on the eve of a Sunday or Feast Day, in reality, marks the baginning of the liturgical day. It
beging our preparation for the fulfillment of Sunday — the reception of the Eucharist at the Divine Liturgy.

Great Vespers opens with our glerification of the Creator...

Psalm 103, or sélected verses from it, is chanted. The priest may incense the icons, the worshippers and tha
antine church building,

“Bless the Lord, O my soul! Blessed are You, O Lard.
O Lord, my God, You ara vary graall
Hlassad are Youl
How glorfows are Your works, O Lord,
in wisdom hawve You made tham alll
Glory taYouw, O Lord, who have created alll”

Psalm 103 recalls all the blassings of creation! the clouds, the wind, the sarth and the waters, and all living crea-
furas.

Following the psalm, the priest, intones the Great Litany, placing befora us the needs we encounter in our world.
Cur respanse to sach petition — “Lord, have mercy! ™ — reflects how all creation naturally looked to God “fo
give them their food in due sesson.” Believers become the voice of crealion, asking for His protaction upon the
wir .

Durng this Introductory portion of Vespors, we

= Glorify God as Creator

= Arg remindad of the beauty and magnificence of God's creation

Reaffirm that we were personally created to live in union with the Father,
Zon and Holy Epinr: and

= Act as the volce of creation, asking for God's great mency upon the world

L]

vo.. i our reflection on the Fall of humankind.

After the initial act of Creation, humanity separated itself from God. Pride — and the desire to exist apart from
Existonce itself — brought about sin and, ultimately, death.

Thae Kathisma Psalms of the day (or selecied verses
from tham) follow. As wa liston, wa reflect upon our
separation from the Creator, while affirming our hope
in the coming of the promised Savior, Jesus Christ

“Bigszed i= the man who walks not in the counsal of
the wickad.,

For the Lord knows the way of the rightecus, but the
wary of the ungadly will parigh.

Sarve the Lord with fear and rejoice in Him with
trembling.

Blessed are all who take refuge in Him

Ariza, O Lord! Save ma, O my God.

Salvation belongs to the Lord; Youwr blessing be upon
Yaur peopda.”
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THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH

The Saint Lydia Women'’s Fellowship is currently studying Saint Paul’s Epistles to the Corinthians using a study guide by Lawrence
Farley. The passage below has been excerpted from the commentary on 1 Corinthians 1.10-17 concerning the unity of the Church. It
demonstrates clearly both the universality and timelessness of the divine wisdom of the Holy Scriptures.

Having given thanks, the apostle turns to the problem of disunity in the church in Corinth, seeing in this
evidence of their spiritual immaturity. As those who were still babes, they had an overly high opinion of secular
wisdom and the worldly popularity it brings. They had broken up into cliques and factions. St. Paul makes the
repair of unity his first priority. This itself is a revelation of the importance of unity in the Church. Disharmony
and lack of love between the brethren is not a minor evil, to be tolerated as inevitable. It is rather the over-
throw of all spirituality and an impediment to true maturity in Christ. It must be repented of and avoided as an
ontological contradiction in terms as Christ is not divided, so neither must we, His Body, allow ourselves to be
divided.

There are, he has been informed, divisions among them. The word in Greek (schisma) literally means
“tears,” as in a torn garment, or “splits” (as in a rock), and thus “divisions, schisms.” The image is of the seam-
less robe of Christ being rent by the quarreling of His disciples. He exhorts them as his dear brothers to cease
all this. Let them rather all speak the same thing. Let them be restored (Greek, katartizo, used for the mending
of torn nets; Mark 1:19) so as to have the same mind and the same opinion. St. Paul does not here mean to ban
a normal healthy diversity of views, nor to inculcate a total agreement on every detail of faith and life such as
is found only in mind-control cults. The mind (Greek, nous) and opinion that they must share are a common
attitude and a common commitment to mutual love—not to common conclusions. Diversity of opinion is inevi-
table and healthy—only let it not lead to quarreling and disunity. As such, the Church’s essential inner unity is
unbreakable. Individuals may break away from the Church, but the Church itself can never be divided, because
Christ can never be divided-up and portioned out.




