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they journey; when for our sakes is born a young child, the pre-eternal (jod.
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Our Mission: To proclaim and live the Orthodox Christian Faith in its fullness as faithful members of the Body of Christ
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Christ is born. Glorify Him!

My Dear Spiritual Children,

As you probably know, you can buy almost anything on the
Internet these days. | must admit, it takes a bit of the adventure
out of Christmas shopping, which used to involve walking through
lots of stores...and sometimes even enjoying it! Now a simple
query can find anything quickly. And sometimes it’s the craziest
stuff. For example, a web search on “Really Big Christmas Cards”
brings up a list of lots of places that sell 3 foot, 4 foot or even
larger cards for that “really special person!”

Well, here at Holy Trinity Church this Christmas, there is no need to go looking for a
really big way to greet anyone, share the news of the birth of Christ, invite them to enjoy
the holidays or just plain bask in the glow in this holy season. It’s right in front of us. And,
more importantly, it’s right in front of THEM. Yes, you guessed it. we have produced the
biggest Christmas greeting card in the history of Holy Trinity Church: Holy Trinity Church
(extra postage required!).

After all, the pupose of a Christmas card (at least one that deserves to be called a
Christmas card and not a “holiday greeting card”) is to say, “Christ is born!” And as a result
of that, we want to proclaim: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men” (Luke 2.14). And the cards that seem to mean the most are the ones that the
senders have put some additional personal work into: personal greetings, notes, hand-
signed. In other words, “I really believe this stuff about Jesus and I'm going out of my way
to prepare and bring this message to you so He can make a difference in your life, too.”

So | propose the the very presence of the new Holy Trinity Church is the largest Christ-
mas card in our community’s history. After all, it proclaims our belief in Jesus Christ with
its shining dome and the Cross of our salvation perched upon it. Inside, the beautiful
icons tell not just the story of the birth of Jesus, but how that birth changed the world and
brought us all to the possibility—indeed the promise—of eternal life. And like the hand-
signed cards we sit down and take the extra time to prepare for people we love, did we
not sign the very beams of the dome? Did not the committees, Council, donors, workers
and volunteers who made it all possible go out of their way—way out of their way—to
prepare it and deliver it? And to whom? Not to ourselves. To the world.

| remember receiving a card from a dear friend years ago. The envelope was so deco-
rated and inviting, | couldn’t wait to open it to see the card. If the outside was that beauti-
ful, imagine the inside! That is why the tens of thousands of people who have passed
through these doors already were so excited to see what was inside. And it is why even
today | had the opportunity to give a personal tour to a visitor and we booked another
tour for a local community group. They want to see what'’s inside. Not just inside the
building, but inside the heart of a community that would swim upstream in these some-
times anti-religious days and work so hard to boldy proclaim for all to see: “Christ is born!”
That is some Christmas card!

Of course, life at Holy Trinity Church has never been and never is just about the build-
ing. But it is our home and it is and important and visible part of our proclamation to the
world. And to continue growing and glowing our Orthodox Christian Faith from the inside
out so that what is inside is as beautiful as what is outside, please take note of the excit-
ing new opportunity coming in January: “Faith and Family Wednesdays.” Our Spiritual
Life Ministry has been working hard on creating a wonderful offering of worship, learning
and fellowship events that will hopefully make Holy Trinity the place you want to be on
Wednesdays. More specific details will be available later in December, but for now block
off Wednesdays starting January 8th. There’s something for you and your entire family!

As we wrap up Volume 21 of the Herald, | offer my deep thanks to the contributors,
photographers, office staff and volunteers and everyone who
makes it possible. And I look forward to starting 2014 with you
all with joy in our hearts and arms open to the world as we pro-
claim the salvation of our God “day to day” (Psalm 96.2). _71/ )

With paternal love and prayers for a blessed Christmas,

%a‘ www.HoLYTRINITYPGH.ORG



WORSHIP LIFE

Weekday Services. . ......covveeeeena... December

Please take note of the following upcoming liturgical
dates. Unless otherwise indicated, Orthros starts at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. Locations of services:
“HT” = Holy Trinity Church, 985 Providence Boulevard, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15237; “SG” = Saint George Chapel, 8941 Ring-
esen Road, Allison Park.

Dec. 4: St. Barbara the Great Martyr (SG)
Dec. 5%, 10:00am: St. Savas the Sanctified
*Services for St. Savas held at the Metropolis Chapel
Dec. 5*, 7:00pm: Great Vespers of St. Nicholas
Dec. 6*,10:00am: Liturgy - St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
*Services for St. Nicholas held at St. Nicholas Cathedral
Dec. 11*, 7:00pm: Great Vespers of St. Spyridon
Dec. 12*, 10:00am: Liturgy - St. Spyridon
*Services for St. Spyridon held at St. Spyridon, Monessen
Dec. 11, 6:30pm: Monthly Paraclesis to the Theotokos (SG)
Dec. 24/25: The Nativity of Christ (see schedule below)
Dec. 31, 6:00pm: Vesperal Liturgy for St. Basil the Great (HT)

Services for the Nativity of Christ

Please remember these festal celebrations for the Nativity
of Christ and participate in them with your family. Please note
that all Christmas services will be held at Holy Trinity Church.

Tue. Dec. 24, 10 aM......cceercueessecnnss Royal Hours of the Nativity
This special service offers readings, prophecies and hymns which point
to and interpret the Divine Incarnation.

Tue. Dec. 24, 6:30pm ....ceceerecneee Vesperal Liturgy of the Nativity
This service “opens the liturgical day” and begins the celebration
of the Nativity. This is a combination of Great Vespers and the
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil. Those wishing to receive Holy Communion
should abstain from food and drink from noon until the service.

Wed. Dec. 25. 8:30am Orthros/9:30am Liturgy........ The Nativity
This is the main service of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Open the best gift first by attending Liturgy with your family
and receiving the Holy Mysteries together! Make it a family tradition
fo keep the most important thing about Christmas the most important
thing in your home!

New Year’s Eve Liturgy and Dinner-Dance

Want to start the New Year out “on the right foot?” Well, point
that foot toward Holy Trinity Church and start your evening
with the first Divine Liturgy of the New Year by celebrating
the Feast of Saint Basil with Vesperal Liturgy at 6:00 p.m. Be
sure to prepare as usual for an evening Liturgy, with no food
or drink following your noon meal, and of course the appro-
priate prayers of preparation for Holy Communion. There is
no better way to sanctify yourself, your family and the entire
New Year. “Kali Hronia!” Happy New Year to all!

And don't forget to make reservations to stay for the Holy
Trinity New Year's celebration following the service, too!
Tickets are going fast but may still be available by contacting
Yvonne Balouris at ybalouris@zoominternet.net or 724-934-
4850.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals. . ...... Dec. 1, 8, 15, 21

This year’s Christmas pageant will once again be “all new”
as we take advantage of new facilities, so everyone will need
to be there to find out what to do. It's going to be exciting, so
please don’t miss out!

Sun. Dec. 1, 8, & 15: Rehearsals will take place for all
grades following Divine Liturgy and Church School.
Please plan on staying for a while after Liturgy to make
sure everything is completed. Teachers will have spe-
cific information for their classes.

Sat. Dec. 21: The complete cast rehearsal for the Holy
Trinity Church School Christmas Pageant will be held
on Saturday morning, December 15. from 9:00 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. Please note: All grades are asked to be
present at 9:30 a.m. for rehearsal. “Bonus” attendance
credit will be given for all students who participate that
day.

Church School Christmas Pageant ....... December 22

The Holy Trinity Church School ministry will be offering
its annual Christmas Pageant this year on Sunday, December
22, for the first time in our new facility. ALL the students of
the Church School will be involved in this event. On that day,
following Holy Communion, all Church School students and
staff will depart for their classes and final preparations for the
pageant. All our parishioners are asked to stay for the pageant
and coffee hour in the social hall. Also, please note: Coffee
Hour that day is sponsored by the Holy Trinity Church School
Alumni. Any alumni that would like to help, please contact
Presvytera Becky.

No Church School Class ................. Dec. 22, 29
Attention, parents: there will be no Church School class

on December 22 and 29 due to the holiday celebrations, so

please join together to worship as a family on those days.

Saint Lydia Women's Study Ministry ........ December 5

Attention women of all ages: you are invited to participate
in the exciting 15th year of Holy Trinity Church’s St Lydia
Women’s Study. This ministry is dedicated to the concerns
and spiritual needs of women and begins with
your choice of fellowship in the Fireside
Room or quiet prayer time in the Church
at 9:30am. The study portion takes place
from 10:00-11:15am. NEW THIS YEAR:
Since we have our wonderful new facil-
ity, we will be gathering in the Fireside
room! This year’s study topic is “Women of
Faith,” and will look at many inspiring examples of women
in the life of the Church and the Bible through scripture read-
ings, stories of saints, spiritual writings and hymns, all with an
eye toward applying their examples in our own lives. We will
attempt to offer child care if there is enough interest. Please
come and bring a friend, sister, koumbara, etc!

The remaining schedule of meetings for 2013/2014 is:
December 5, January 9 & 23, February 6 & 20, March 6 &
20, April 3 and May 1 & 15. For more information contact
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Stacy Dickos 412-298-9409 or saintlydia@HolyTrinityPgh.org
or find the schedule at www.HolyTrinityPgh.org/saintlydia.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

GOYA Fall Coat Drive............. November/December

Holy Trinity GOYA is coordinating a Fall Coat Drive to sup-
port the North Hills Community Outreach, which is collecting
gently used winter coats to distribute at our their free winter
coat shops. Last year more than 1,100 low income individuals
received a winter coat, hat, scarves and gloves. Please bring in
any coats you wish to donate during the month of December
and deposit them in the collection container in the Gallery
during Coffee Hour. Thank you!

GOYA Turkey Bowl/Cards for the Troops ......... Dec. 1

The GOYA will hold its annual Turkey Bowl Thanksgiving
Weekend Football Game on Sunday, December 1, following
Divine Liturgy. This is a fun and friendly GOYA tradition, and
everyone is invited: players, non-players, cheerleaders, par-
ents and fans! The game will be played on the field at our
new church. Players should bring a change of clothes and
shoes for play. A light lunch will be provided. The teens will
also be preparing Christmas cards for the troops who will not
be home for the holidays.

GOYA Christmas Fireside Chat............. December 8

The GOYA will hold its annual Christmas Fireside Chat on
Sunday, December 8 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the home of
Nicholas Jewell. Please watch the GOYA Facebook page and
email list for additional information on this annual seasonal
teen ministry event.

GOYA Christmas Bread Baking ............... Dec. 21

All GOYA teens and any available parents are asked to be
on duty for GOYA Christmas Bread baking on Friday, Decem-
ber 21. Teens are asked to be there after school and through
to the end of the job in the evening. There will also be senior
class Christmas Pageant rehearsal that evening.

GOYA Paintball Trip. . ... cevvveeeeenna.... Dec. 27

Holy Trinity GOYA will be taking a Paintball trip on Friday,
December 27. Teens can sign up at church or see Melina
Georgiadis or Yiann Balouris. Watch the GOYA email for info.

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Philoptochos “Coups for Troups”............. December

The Ladies Philoptochos will keep the coupon program
for the benefit of our troops as an on-going project. We are
advised that in addition to coupons, used DVD’s will be recy-
cled also. Please sort your useable coupons into 4 groups:
Food, Non-food, Pet and Baby. All coupons must be cut out
and be manufacturer coupons only. No store or restaurant
coupons are acceptable. Even though they may be expired
by several months, most are useable by families of our mili-
tary. Mailing boxes will be out at Coffee Hour each Sunday.
Just drop your coupons and/or used DVD’s in the appropriate
box. This is a very painless way to help our troops and one

that has been found to be used by many. Thank you for your
contributions.

SENIORS MINISTRY NEWS

Philoptochos Christmas Lunch for Seniors. . . . December 5
The December meeting of the Seniors Ministry will be
the annual Christmas Christmas luncheon that is sponsored
each year by Ladies Philoptochos. Seniors received invitations
directly in the mail and the reservations were due November
22. The event will be held Thursday, December 5 at noon.

Seniors Fellowship Ministry Tamburitzans Trip ... .Feb. 16
The Senior Fellowship Group has reserved a limited
number of seats for a Tamburitzans performance scheduled
to take place at 2:00 pm on Sunday, February 16, 2014, at
the Cumberland Woods Village Legacy Theatre, less than 5
minutes from church. This show is certain to sell out quickly,
so get your reservations in ASAP. With our group discount,
tickets are only $20.30 each (normally $34.00 at the door).
Prepayment is required to secure your reservation. Please see
Tina Fiedler during Coffee Hour or give her a call at 412-
364-1545. America’s longest-running multicultural song and
dance company, the Duquesne University Tamburitzans is a
unique ensemble of talented young folk artists dedicated to
the performance and preservation of the music, songs, and
dances of Eastern Europe and neighboring folk cultures.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS

Adult Conversational Greek Classes . ....... Wednesdays

Looking to learn modern conversational Greek? Holy Trin-
ity Church has started a 90-minute Adult Conversational Greek
Class Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. through December.
Materials are available for purchase through our Three Hier-
archs Bookstore. No prior knowledge of Greek is required.
For information, contact Chrysoula Balouris at chrysoulab@
gmail.com or 412-302-4518.

Please note: These classes are the first installment of the
larger “Faith and Family” Wednesdays experience coming to
Holy Trinity Church in January. The schedule will be adjusted
to fit into that program starting January 8.

Volunteers Needed for Basketball Tournament. .Feb 14-16

Holy Trinity GOYA is putting out a call for all who are inter-
ested to help with the Metropolis GOYA Basketball Tourna-
ment being hosted at Holy Trinity Church on the weekend of
February 14-16, 2014. Special areas of need are: hospitality
greeters and guides, gymnasium supervisors, concession stand
personnel, cooks for the Friday, Saturday and Sunday meals
being served at the Church, and general setup and cleanup
for the beginning and end of the event.

Although this is a GOYA event, basketball tournaments at
Holy Trinity have always been a community project, and our
teens will be depending on our help, since they are wrapped
up in the games during the weekend. Please contact Presvytera
Becky (GOYA@HolyTrinityPgh.org or 412-874-5195) or Steve
Hodge (Steve.Hodge@StarKist.com) to volunteer.
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Fr. John Androutsopoulos | Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a reqular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

DECEMBER 2013 — “THE VOICE OF HOLY TRINITY CHURCH"

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and his name shall be
called Emmanuel.” (This means,
God with us.) Matthew 1:23.

Joy and Gladness

Beloved, we rejoice the birth
of the Virgin's Babe in Bethlehem
not just because Jesus was born; we
rejoice and express our adoration
because He lives.

The Nativity of our Lord is celebrated with much gladness
and joy because it marks the beginning of an amazing, trans-
forming relationship between men and the Saviour of men.
It is a relationship as real and accessible today as it was 2000
years ago.

Jesus is the same today as yesterday — the
same wonderful Saviour, the same mighty
Lord and Master, the same immortal Son
of God. He still steps into the lives of
persons who are ready to accept Him. =Y
He never leaves us or forsakes us. He
whom the prophets foretold and
angels proclaimed is still Emman-
uel “God with us” — reconciling the
world unto Himself. \

He Is Born

“Christ is born: Glorify Him!
Christ descends from the heavens.
Welcome Him”

With these words, the East-
ern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic
Church calls upon us to welcome the
joyful, universal feast of the Nativity of our
Saviour, Our Lord Jesus Christ. What human term
is sufficient and powerful enough, to express our total
reverence before the mystery of the ineffable love of God?
With what feelings must we mentally approach the cavern of
Bethlehem, in which this “mystery profound and great” took
place, in order to realize the call of our Holy Church, Christ
descends from the heavens, welcome Him.

Is it not with feelings of pious emotion, humble faith, rev-
erent joy and infinite love? With these feelings as we draw
near to the manger of the Divine Christ Child, we shall per-
ceive joy in our hearts, and this joy, as a contact with God’s
Grace shall enlighten our life with heavenly illumination.

Beloved, with the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, which
brings to all of us the heavenly joy, let us all pray, so that the
peace, which was brought to the world by the incarnate Son
of God, would become the permanent heritage of mankind.

“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” (2 Corin-
thians 9: 15)

The above verse translated from Greek reads: “Thanksgiv-

Father John
Androutsopoulos

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

ing We owed to God for His Gift, which cannot be described
with words.”

Too Marvelous For Words

“That gift you gave me last Christmas was exactly what |
wanted. How did you know that was the very thing | hoped
to get?”

We hope we get certain things for Christmas. And when
we do get exactly, precisely the hoped-for gift, we are very
pleased. Have you ever received a gift that was so perfect, so
marvelous, you couldn’t find a name to describe it?

| did. Last year my family gave me a bottle of Motrin,
Therma Care patches and Icy Hot to help with my aches and
pains! It wasn't exactly what | had hoped for, but it was the
perfect gift for me! Laughter is the best medicine!

The Apostle Paul, however, is talking about God'’s gift

to man: Jesus Christ. And he says that this gift is

too wonderful for words. Stop and think for a
moment: what was the best gift you ever
received? What was the best gift you
ever gave? The best gifts are always
the ones that have an element of
sacrifice involved in the giving. To
know that someone denied him-
self in order to buy you a gift —
or that someone gave to you the

very best that he had. God gave a

gift to mankind. Not because we

deserved it, just because he loved
us. His gift was the most perfect,
most complete, most needed gift in

the world! Simply too wonderful for
words!

A Christmas Prayer
May we rightly remember the birth of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; that we may joyfully
share in the song of the Angels, the gladness of the shep-
herds, and the adoration of the Wise men. Let us close the
door of malice, greed and hate, and open the door of love.
Let kindness and thoughtfulness come with every gift and
good wishes with every greeting. May God deliver us from
evil by the blessings that Christ brings; and to teach us to be
joyous with pure, clear hearts; May the day of Christ’s Nativ-
ity make us happy to be God’s children; And at the day’s end
may we with grateful hearts accept the infant Child to be our
Lord and Saviour forevermore.

May the Nativity fast and the Holy Day of Christmas be
blessed from above and to combine the pleasant with the
useful: pleasant = family gatherings, useful = to attend
Church services. May we all have a blessed, Holy Day of
Christmas!

With His Love,
Rev. Ty (%/f/z/ g M@Wﬁm&/o% @0&‘0//‘&5/(}%&3/"
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Hello to All My Precious Children!

One of my favorite stories during the Christmas season is "The Little
Drummer Boy." But did you know that there is also a story about a girl who also
wanted to honor Baby Jesus? It's "The Little Shepherd Girl" by Juliann Henry.

Every day Sarah would ask her father, "Tonight, Father, may I go out
into the field with the flock? Please, may I go tonight?" And every day the
answer from her father was the same: "No, Sarah, only the sons can protect
the flock from the wolves. You are meant for weaving and making bread.”

Young Sarah wanted to be a shepherd more than anything, even though
usually only the boys were allowed to tend the sheep. But with a family full of
girls, what was a father to do? So one day when she was a little older, Sarah's
dreams came true when her father allowed her to go into the fields with her
boy cousins. Her cousins were not so nice about it. They told her that being a
shepherd was a job for a man, not for a girl.

On her first night out, however,
she had a surprise that nobody expected. Instead of being scared
of being attacked by wolves, they where overwhelmed when a host
of heavenly angels surrounded them and announced the birth of a
baby named Jesus! After hearing this exciting news, her cousins
ran to Bethlehem to find the mysterious baby, and she tried to
follow them, but she could not keep up with them. Read the book
to see what happens next! It's in my library with lots of other
good stuff!

Yiayia says that the Bible tells us about the visit of the
angels to the shepherds in Luke 2.20, where it says, "the shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.” Yiayia also says this story
about a little shepherd
reminds her of the story
of the boy David, who was a
shepherd before he became
the King of Israel in the Book
of Samuel. And you know
what? This was not the first girl shepherd in the Bible, either! Before
she married Jacob, guess what Rachel was? That's right - a shepherd!
(Genesis 29.9).

This is someone's imagination about some of the things that might
have happened that wonderful night. These and other folk tales help
us imagine what it might have been like. But the most important things
for us to know are what God actually said, and Yiayia says they're in
the Bible. So, T'll see you in church during the Christmas celebrations so we can hear the really exciting
stuff together!

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Love in Christ,
Spero
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Voula Hareras

KaArly éomépay, Ap)ovTe(
oav elvat dplopdg oag,
Xptotov trv Belav Mr'évvnoty
VA Tt 0T dpXOVTIKS Tag.

Xplotdg yevvdtal orjpuepov
€v BnOAeéu ] ToAEL,

ol ovpavol dydAAovtay,
Xalpet’ rj @voLg OAN.

Ev T omnAaiw tiktetat
€V ATYN TWV AASywVY

6 BaolAelg Twv ovpavwv
kal Mot Twv dAwv.

MANBo¢ AyyéAdwy YdAdovat
T6 «ASEa €v UloToLg»

kal{ TouTto A€oV €0t

1 TV Motévwy TTioTLC.

Ex ¢ Mepolag Epyovtal
Tpelg Mdyol Ué Td dwpa
Aotpo Aaumpdy toug 6dnyel
Xwplg va AelpeL wpa,

€@Bacav otV lEpoucaAnp.
MéE méBov EpwTwot,

1oV €ygvvnion 6 Xplotdg,
VA& v va Tév evpwiot.

AL XpLoTov (G KovaEeY
6 BaoctAeng "Hpwdng,
Auéowg €TapaxOnKe

KL EYLVE BnpLdng,

OTLTTOAAG OPrONKE

d1d v BaolAeiay,

un tov Ty tapn 6 Xplotdg
kal xaon v aglav.

1oV O XpLoTog yeEVVATAL.
- Xtriv BnOAgéu nevpoue,
W N Mpacpn dinydradt.

KpddeL toug Mdayoug Ki Epwtd,

An explanation and the text of the tradtional Greek Christmas carol known as “The Kalanta”

KaAavta Xplotovyévvwy

a KdAavta glvat waé xapd tav madlwyv Kuplwg, AAAd kal twv peydAwy. Elval ot Bdon toug Bpn-
TGKEUTLKd dopata, mol Tapovotdlovy EUIETPa KAL pUBLLIKA €va peydAo yeyovag TG MIoTEWS Hag.
Avapetyvbovtal B€Rala o alTd Kal eVX€G 0TS VOLKOKUPN Kal TrV VOIKOKLPA, TTo ATtoBAETOVLUY 0TS
dmapailtnTo Plodwpnua.
MaAadtepa Ta KdAavta ta éAeyay Td madld Bpaduveg KATwWS WPES, OTwg @alvetal Kal oTd dnpo-
olevoeva, ot ouvexela KdAavta dmé meploxr] trg MNeAomovvrioou. Ttd cuykekpipéva Kddavta €vtu-
mtwon TtPpokaAel Téoo 1 dxkpBeta TG dvawopdg ota’'yeyovota ¢ Fevviioewg tol Kuplov, 6co kai 1
ebaoOnola tov eVoeROVg oTLYOUPYOL YL TS Tt Ttpémel VA Lel kavelg Tl peydAn avtn €optr T XpL-
oTlavoolvng.

Toug elmte va UTtdywaot
ka{ émov Tév ebpwat

kol Téve TPOOKLYOOLTL,
VA& Ttdv va tou elmwal,

Omw¢ VTTdyn Kal avTag,
yld vé Tév tpookuvrion.
Még 86Aov vouLg'é adeoc,
yla va tév dpavion.

trv BnOAeu €pbdoave,
Bplokouv triv @€oTdKOV.
Kpatovoe (¢ Tdg dAykdaAag g
Tév Aylov tng ToKov.

rovatiotol Tév mpookuvovy
kal dwpa Tov xapilouv -
omupva, Xpuodv kal AlBavov,
Qedv tév eb@ENUiloLV.

Agov Tov Empookuvnoay,
€VOVG TAAL pLoevovY

kol TOV Hpwdnv peAetovy
kal Tave vd Tév elpouv.

AyYeAOG €8 oUpavol
Byaivel, Tol¢ €umodiel,
AAAnv 684v va mopevBouv,
aVTOG TOUG SLoplleL.

Ka{ wdAw dAAog ‘Ayyedog
TéV lwon @ TtpooTdlel,

(¢ Alyurttov vd topeubn
kal kel va novydon.

Nd mdpn kal Ty Maptdu
OpoU e ToV YoV Tng,
yrot{ 6 Hpawdng Tov {nrel
TOV TOKOV TOV SIKO TN,

M| BA€mwy &€ 6 BactAgng
TOUG Mdyoug vd yupilouy,
oTrv BnOAgéy énpdotate
mtadLd vé unv deroouy.

‘Etn MoAAQ!

Voula Hareras | The Cultural Side | H NMoAimiaTikn MAgupd

BoUAa Xapepd

‘Oca taudLd KL v eVpwaot
d00 xpovwy Kal K&tw
€UOUG VA TA TTEPATOLVE,
€0OVG AT’ Td oAb TWV.

XIALASeq deKATECTEPES
o@adovaot Wadv fuépav.
Oprivov, KAaLOudY Kal ddupudy
elxe kaBe untépa.
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mpontov ‘Hoalov
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kal toU ‘lepepiov.

‘1600 6TL 0d¢ elmapev

OAnv v vuvwdiav,

ToU ‘Inoov pag Tov Xplotov
révvnaotv Tty ‘Aylav.

Kal odg kaAnvuytiouue.
Méote v Kolunonte
OAlyov UTvov TTApeTE
KLEVOUG VA onKwOnTE.

v EkkAnolav tpg€ate
ué Belav TpoBupuiav

Kal Lé ToAAnv eVAdPelay
otrv Oelav Aettovpylav.

Kal gvB0¢ dua yuploete
(g T6 apyovTIKo oasg,
€0OVC TPATE(L OTPWOETE,
BdAte TS @ayntd oag.

Kal tdv otavpdyv oag KAveTE,
yeuorjte, ebppavorte,
dWoTe Kal 0€ Kava ETwYOY,
60TIq VA boTepnTal.

AWOTE KL EUAG TOV KOTTOV [ag,
9, TLelval 6pLopdg oag,

Kot T’dyla Xplotovyevva

vd elvat Bonbd¢ oag.
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Community Life Photo Journal FOCUS Pittsburgh “Tackle Poverty wi
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th the Polamalus - November 21, 2013 Community Life Photo Journal

“We're all responsible for each other and share the burdens of each other,” said His Eminence
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh as he watched 400 guests filter into St. Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral on Nov. 21. “The cry for help is unavoidable. You can’t help but be aware of the
need. It requires immediate and constant attention.” The sellout crowd also couldn’t help but be
aware of the presence of beloved Steelers safety Troy Polamalu and wife Theodora, namesakes
of the “Tackle Poverty with the Polamalus.” With a mission rooted in the passage of Matthew 25,
FOCUS offers assistance for those in need of food, occupation, clothing, understanding and shel-
ter — oftentimes during their darkest hour. “It’s easier not to deal with it and turn your back on
people suffering from poverty, but this is a great way of dealing with the issue,” said Theodora,
a founding FOCUS board member. (Excerpted from www.TribLive.com, Kate Benz)

www.HOLYTRINITYPGH.ORG > Decemeer 2013 / HoLy TRINITY HERALD © 9




Community Life Photo Journal | Philoptochos and Seniors Ministry

MR& -

October 10, 2013 (above, left): A sell-out crowd
gathered for the National Philoptochos Children’s
Medical Fund Luncheon at the Fairmont Pittsburgh.

 Hosted for the first time by the Metropolis of Pitts-
* burgh, the event raised and distributed $136,900

to children’s medical causes and institutions in the
Metropolis of Pittsburgh.

November 14, 2013 (below): The Seniors Fellow-
ship Ministry enjoyed a pleasant afternoon of profes-

Bl sionally-guided wine tasting in the sunny Holy Trinity
b Center Gallery. The participants were instructed on

wine selction, pricing and combination with various
kinds of food. A covered dish lunch was also served.
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What Kept Me Coming Back | My Story

A personal testimony of a Holy Trinity parishioner about how the hospitality at Holy Trinity Church helped him find Orthodoxy.

ensued after the final night of the

Holy Trinity festival at our new
location, someone toasted me for
the time | had put in organizing the
bar area. I let them finish, but knew
that they were pointing praise in the
wrong direction.

I n the frenzy of excitement that

You see, the first time I showed up for
Divine Liturgy at our interim location,
I experienced something different
than I had on any Sunday before that. I don’t mean The Great Entrance, or George Pantelakis chanting
in Greek, and I definitely don’t mean attending church in a now-defunct elementary school (although
that was also a first!).

=

Joe Fidago serving as a missionary at Project Mexico 2013

I am referring to the amount of open arms and warm smiles that greeted me each and every time |
rounded that corner in the back hallway and walked down the steps. Those same arms and smiles grew
ten-fold at every coffee hour I attended. Young or old, male or female, everyone was extremely wel-
coming and friendly. | could barely take two steps to the coffee pot without running into someone else
who wanted to say hello and ask how | had been ... people who took a genuine interest and weren’t
just asking because they felt like they should. | met so many people that | couldn’t keep most of the
names straight (obviously I am not as good at that as Father John is!).

Within a matter of weeks, | went from feeling like my height wasn’t the only thing making me stick

out in the crowd to actually looking forward to putting on a suit and showing up on Sunday mornings.
That’s a feeling that you don’t get everywhere—in fact, | would venture to say that you don’t get it
very many places at all. | definitely didn’t at my old church, where there might occasionally be dough-
nuts and coffee after Mass; more often than not it was instead a mass exodus after Holy Communion
so everyone could get to their cars and beat the traffic out of the parking lot. At Holy Trinity Church the
feeling of being a part of such a tightly-knit community was a game-changer.

Not all of you may realize it, but the expressions and experiences of hospitality over those first weeks
and months are a huge part of what kept me coming back. Regardless of whether or not I felt like
Orthodoxy was the right path for me, if | had been looked at as nothing but an outsider or “some guy
who just started showing up—I don’t really know who he is,” then why would | want to be a member
of a community with that kind of attitude? Furthermore, given that the entire spectrum was new—from
the religion itself to the Divine Liturgy to the community—maybe | would have thought that Orthodoxy
might not be right for me, either. Fortunately, none of that turned out to be the case.

That night at the festival, after the first toast was finished, I followed up that toast with a second one—
the one that I felt should have been made all along. | kept it short and sweet:

“It’s not me that you guys should be thanking...from the first time that | showed up at this
church, I was greeted with open arms. I felt like | was a member of this parish from day one,
Chrismated or not. So thank you for that...you’re the reason that I am standing here and why
I’ve been as involved as | have.”

Now if that isn’t a great reason to offer a toast with Metaxa Private Reserve, | don’t know what is!

“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” — St. Catherine of Siena
Joe Fidago
joefidago@gmail.com

Note: Joe recently accepted a new job in North Carolina and had to reluctantly leave the Pittsburgh area. This
article is his offering of thanks to the entire Holy Trinity community and he looks forward to visiting home often.
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Holy Trinity Ministries | Faith and Family Wednesdays

STARTING JANUALRY 8, 2014

FAITH:Family
celicd ﬂ//j

A Weekly Ni&l’\’r ofr Holy Trir\'i’rg Church
for theé entire communiry

with fOﬁ\Ejfl”\il% for everyone!

Starting with a Worship Service at 6:30pm followed by a varying schedule of:

Bible and Book Studies
Orthodoxy 101

=
( ‘77;” -
Fourney lo I'l arriage
- 4

GREEK LANGUAGE CLASS

and lots morel Youth Ministey Events
Watch for details Bring the whole family!

Or come by yourself.
Pray. Learn. Grow.

and a schedule of
events in the Bulletin

1k
.....

and January Herald Every Wednesday.

HoLY TRINITY GRFFK ORTHODOX CHURCH: FAITH. FAMILY. COMMUNITY.
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2013 Holy Trinity Stewardship Roster | Stewardship

Thank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for the 2013 pledge year, an enthusiastic 254 as of
this publication. Please join them in their support for the ministries of Holy Trinity and complete your 2013 pledge commitment today!
And remember, a new 2014 signed pledge card is required as part of maintaining your membership in good standing in the new year.

Rev Fr & Pres John N. Touloumes

Rev. Fr. & Pres. Radu Bordeianu

Rev. Fr. & Pres. John Androutsopoulos

Fr. George & Pres. Evangelia
Daskalakis

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Adamczyk

Mr & Mrs Sotiris Aggelou

Mr & Mrs Victor Amurgis

Ms. Georgiana Anargyros

Miss Victoria Andromalos-Dale

Mrs. Christy Andromalos

Mrs Beatrice Andromalos

Mr & Mrs Michael Andromalos-
Dale

Mrs Carol Anestis

Mr. and Mrs. H. William Areheart

Mr. Andrew Athanasiou

Mr & Mrs Harry Athanasiou

Mrs Stella Athanasiou

Mr. and Mrs. Art Avlon

Mr & Mrs Alvin Backeris

Mr & Mrs Van Backeris

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Backeris

Mr. Mark Backeris

Mr. Anthony Balouris

Dr & Mrs Christ A. Balouris

Dr & Mrs Constantine A. Balouris

Mr & Mrs Anthony Balouris

Mr & Mrs James T. Balouris

Mr & Mrs. Chris T. Balouris

Mrs. Katherine Balouris

Ms. Elaina Balouris

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barron

Robert & Jessica Beasley

Miss Georgia Beckas

Mr & Mrs John Beckas

Mr. George N. Beckas

Dr & Mrs George Bellios

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Bellios

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Berexa

Melanie & Charles Black

M. Christopher Bonfield

Mr Jonathan Bonfield

Mr & Mrs Reggie Bonfield

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bounos

Mrs. Georgiann Bounos

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Brennen

Mrs Georgia Brennen

Mrs Sophia Bridoux

Clifford Brubaker & Sondra
Balouris

Mr & Mrs James Buldas

Mrs. Georgia Castellano

Mr & Mrs Charles Chapas

Mr & Mrs James Chapas

Mr Thomas Chapas

Mr & Mrs William Chapas

Mrs Helen Chapas

Mrs Anne Chapas

Mr & Mrs Louis Cherpes

Mrs Afrodite Condos

Mrs Joyce Countouris

Ms. Cynthia Criss

Mr & Mrs George Danis

Mrs Evdoxia Danis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dedousis
Mrs Fedra Dedousis

Mr. Lucius Delany

Mrs. Helen DeMoss

Mr. & Mrs. George Dickos
Mrs. Christine Dickos

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Durosko
Mr & Mrs Bryan Elderkin

Mr & Mrs Frank Erdeljac

Mrs. Penny Fakles-Bossick
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Farmakis
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Farmakis
Mrs Anna Festas

Ms Georgeann Festas

Mr. Joseph Fidago

Mr & Mrs William Fiedler

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Fiedler
Mrs. Carol Fiffas

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Fitzpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fraley
Mr. & Mrs. John Franciscus
Mrs Tessie Frankos

Miss Diana Fries

Mr. John Fries

Mrs Constance Fries

Dr & Mrs Peter Gagianas

Mr & Mrs Markos Gambieris
Ms. Stacy Gambieris

Mr & Mrs Kevin Garrity

Mr & Mrs Thomas Geanopulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Geanopulos
Mr. Gregory Geanopulos

Mr and Mrs Troy Geanopulos
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Gelis

Drs. Leo and Elizabeth Gensante
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Georgallis
Mr & Mrs George Georges
Mr Constantine Georgiades
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Georgiadis
Mr & Mrs Steven Georgiadis
Mr & Mrs Thomas Germanos
Ms Lois R Germanos

Mr. & Mrs. Spiros Giannoutsos
Mrs Toula Giannoutsos

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Gidas

Mr & Mrs Peter Glyptis

Mr & Mrs Jeremy Gracik

Mrs Eugenia Graser

Mr & Mrs Timothy Gross

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Guimond
Miss Pennie Hareras

Mrs Voula Hareras

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Henigin
Mrs Sally Hionedes

Mr. Jason R. Hodge

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hodge
Mr. & Mrs. George Hulse

Mr. & Mrs. Carlo lasella

Mr & Mrs Andrew Janis

Mr. James Janis

Dr & Mrs Brian Jewell

Dr. Kristina Johnson

Mr & Mrs Homer Johnson
Mr & Mrs James Johnson

Mr & Mrs Nick Kakavis

Mr & Mrs Gus Kalaris

Ms. Areta Kalogeras

Mr & Mrs Dean Kamaras
Miss Voula Kapnisis

Mrs Alice Kapnisis

Mr. & Mrs. George Karpakis
Mr & Mrs James Kermes

Mr & Mrs Gus Kilantonis

Mr. and Mrs. James Kolovos
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lupnacca
Mr. John Komninos

Mrs Penelope Komninos

Mr Peter Kostopolos
Presvytera Louella Kostopolos
Mrs Vasso Kourouklis

Dr & Mrs Dimitris Kraniou
Ms. Laura Kremmel

Mr. & Mrs. Marios Kritiotis
Mr & Mrs Michael Kritiotis
Mr & Mrs Wayne Kurtz

Ms. Carole Labiaux

Mrs Despina Ladakos

Mr & Mrs George Lalikos

Mr. & Mrs. Nektarios Leontiadis
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Loomis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Loomis

Mr & Mrs Louis T. Loomis
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Loomis
Mr & Mrs Bryan Mackrell
Mr & Mrs David Majcher
Mkr. John Manolakis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marsh
Mr & Mrs N. Jeffrey Mason
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Mastros
Mr & Mrs John McCann

Mr & Mrs Jeff Mercadante
Mr. & Mrs. James Mermigas
Mr & Mrs Meno Mitaras

Mr & Mrs Stanley Morris
Mrs. Harriet M. Navarro

Mr & Mrs Mark Opacic

Gen. & Mrs. William Pagonis
Mr & Mrs Robert Pagonis
Mr & Mrs William Pagonis
Mr & Mrs Richard Pankowski
Mr Michael Panos

Mr & Mrs Peter Panos

Mr & Mrs George Pantelakis
Mr & Mrs Paul Pantelas

Ms. Christina Pantelas

Ms. Loukia Papatheodorou
Mr & Mrs Andrew Pappas
Mrs. Joann Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pappis
Mr & Mrs Orestes Paras

Mr Eleftherios Parikakis

Mr. Basil Paschaledis

Mr & Mrs Constantine Passodelis
Mr & Mrs Michael Passodelis
Mr. James J. Patsilevas

Mrs. Anna Patsilevas

Mr. & Mrs. Charles William Petredis
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Phaturos
Mrs. Dorothy Phaturos

Mr & Mrs John H. Phillips

Mrs Pauline Pontikos

Ms Rania Pontikos

Mr. & Mrs. Evan Rigas

Mr & Mrs Stephen Roman

Mrs Angie Roman

Mr. Bill Roomeliotis

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Sarandou

Mr. Marios Savvides

Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Savvidis

Mr & Mrs James Scaltz

Mrs. M. Helga Schrauder

Dr & Mrs Dean Scoumis

M. Vasilios Scoumis

Mrs. Angeliki Scoumis

Mr Steve Sedor

Ms Stephanie L Sedor

Presvytera Eileen Sedor

Mr & Mrs Emmanuel Sideris

M/M Charles Siebott & Irene
Karavolos

Mr & Mrs Greg Spiros

Ms. Nicole Spiros

Mrs Amalia Stamoolis

Mr James Statheas

M. George Stavropoulos

Mr & Mrs Robert Stearns

M. Stephen D. Stearns

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Steiner

Dr & Mrs Samuel Stepanow

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Stephen

Mrs Katina G. Tanner

Mr. Chris Tarinos

Mr & Mrs James Thomas

Ms. Penny Balouris Tomalski

Mrs Georgia Touloumes

Mr. George Touloumes

Ms. Maria Touloumes

Mr. Nikolas Touloumes

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Trilivas

Mr & Mrs Alkiviadis Tsamis

Mr & Mrs Michael Tzanakakis

Ms. Alexandra Valliant

Ms. Eleni Valliant

Miss Harriet Valliant

Mr & Mrs Gerri Valliant

Mr Peter Valliant

Mr & Mrs Robert Weaver

Miss Mary-Magdalene Welsh

Mr. Kenneth Whigham Il

Mr & Mrs Eric White

Mr & Mrs Daniel Willow

Mr & Mrs Stephen Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zagnacky

Mr. Demo Zamagias

Mrs Effie Zamagias

Mr. & Mrs. George Zappas

Mrs. Agnes Zappas

Dr & Mrs Antonios Zikos

Mrs. Dorothea K. Zikos

Miss Anna Zissis

Mr & Mrs Anthony Zissis

Mr & Mrs Louis Zozos

Mr. & Mrs. George L. Zozos

Ms. Deborah Zuniga
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Ask the Elders | Divine Versus Human Righteousness

One of the great blessings of Orthodoxy is the presence, prayers and inspired words of the Holy Elders of the Faith.
They have been referred as “precious vessels of the Holy Spirit.” In recent years, many books have been published in
English with their writings and talks. This column provides an opportunity for each of us to blessed by their words.

Question: Geronda, what is divine righ-
teousness?

ivine righteousness is doing
@what brings rest to others. If, for
example, you have something to
share with another, you should offer
not half of what you have, but as
much as the other needs. Tell him,
“How much do you need? Two and
a half? Three? Take it.” Give the
good and keep the spoiled. Give more and keep less. Look,
let’s say that a sister brings us now ten plums. If | eat eight
of them out of gluttony and leave two for you, | will be
unjust and will have wronged you. If | say “Since there’s
two of us, I'll eat five and leave you the other five,” then |
demonstrate human justice. But if | see that you like plums
and eat only one and tell you, “For the sake of love, you eat
the rest because | don’t like them that much and they upset
my stomach,” then | have divine righteousness.

Elder Paisios

Question: Then what is human righteousness?

uman righteousness is when, for example, you
gghave to share something with another person and

you give away half and keep the other half for
yourself. Human righteousness is not for spiritual people; it
merely serves to restrain worldly people. A spiritual person
is a fool if he relies on human righteousness, which is noth-
ing compared to divine righteousness. But even a worldly
person, though he may achieve something in this life by
applying human righteousness, will not have real joy and
peace.

Let’s say two brothers own a ten-acre piece of land.
According to human righteousness, each is entitled to five
acres. Divine justice is for each to take what he needs. If, for
example, one brother has seven children and the other has
only two, or if one brother is less productive than the other,
then the one who has greater need should receive a bigger
share of the land. In this case, it is unfair for both to receive
the same amount of land. The worldly person does not
take into consideration that his brother is having difficulties
making ends meet. He does not understand that the division
of the land into two equal shares is unjust, because he is not
thinking in a spiritual manner. You tell him, “You must try
to convince your family to give more to your brother who is
in need,” and he says “Why? | am not being unfair in giving
him half!” But if he were a spiritual person and even if his
wife and children objected, he should have convinced them
to let his brother decide, and accept whatever the brother
would offer. If his brother said, “You will receive one acre,”
he should accept it without saying anything, so that the
other will be at peace with having taken the other nine acres.
The Gospel shows us of the best way to divide property

I am always impressed by the nobility of Abraham’s spirit.
When the shepherds of Lot and Abraham began to quarrel

about the pasture lands for their flocks, Abraham went to
Lot and said to him, “It is not right that we should quarrel;
we are relatives. Where do you prefer to go? Do you want
to go in this direction, or do you want to go in that direc-
tion?” Lot responded in a rather human manner and chose
the direction of Sodom and Gomorrah, which had plenty of
green pasture, and we know what he went through later!’
Abraham acted according to divine righteousness, giving Lot
first choice, and was even glad when Lot chose the better
land.

Question: Geronda, what is the righteous judgment of
God?

he righteous judgment of God is His forbearance,
g/vhich also contains humility and love. God is very righ-
teous and Just, but also most Compassionate; and His
compassion surpasses His justice. | will give you an example
to help you understand. If some person never had the oppor-
tunity to learn about God, he would not be judged according
to the condition in which he is found, but according to the
condition he would be in if he had come to know God. Other-
wise, God would not be just. Divine righteousness has its own
mathematical principles. One plus one sometimes equals two
and sometimes two million.

Question: How is divine righteousness applied to some-
one who is at fault?

uman righteousness says: are you at fault? You
ggmust be punished. Divine righteousness says: Do

you acknowledge your fault and repent? You are
forgiven. You see, even by human laws, a person who is not
under suspicion but has committed a crime, if he repents
sincerely and on his own initiative confesses his crime to
the authorities, will be judged with leniency. And if such a
person is judged with leniency by his fellow human beings,
so much the more is he judged with leniency by the Righ-
teous and most Compassionate God! We are in God’s hands.
God observes us very closely and knows everyone’s heart.
He will not be unjust with us.

Since there is divine righteousness and divine reward, and
God loves us—the most important thing of all—then what-
ever good is done by anyone will never be lost. This is why
one who seeks justice from human beings has a screw loose,
is spiritually deficient.

['ve seen that when a person is wronged but applies
divine righteousness, then God will justify him even in this
life. Whereas when we try to be justified, we not only lose
earthly things, we also lose what Christ is preparing for us in
the next life for when we were wronged. In other words, for
worthless things we may end up losing the far more impor-
tant, the eternal things. These earthly things are worthless
anyway, and are of no use to us.

Excerpted from Elder Paisios of Mount Athos,
“Spiritual Counsels, Vol. III: Spiritual Struggle”
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This space available Thank You This space available
to these patrons and

Jor your business or businesses for sponsoring this for your business or
annual commemora- issue of the Herald. If you would annual commemora-
tive listing. Contact the “/‘_(Ie in/f(;)rmteltnon 01” becom”t‘g ta tive listing. Contact the

erald patron, please contac
Ch.urch Oﬁcefor the church office. To become a Ch-urch Ojﬁcefor
information. Personal Sponsor on special information.

occasions, see the form below.

H & A HEATING STEPHEN M. BRADY
AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC. FUNERAL HOME
Sales, Service & Maintenance 920 Cedar Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
Harry G. Athanasiou, President Expert Pre-Need Planning & Funding

Salonika ImpOI’tS Be one of the first to use the new

Food Importer and Distributor HOly Tl’ll’llty Center
Chris T. Balouris
3509 Smallman St, Pittshurgh, PA 15201

Phone: 412.682.2700 www.salonika.net social event!

new retail store hours: Contact Arista Catering & Event Planning
Mon-Tue 80m-5:30pm | Wed-Fri 80m-4pm | Sat 9ﬂm-2pm Sales@arlsta_eventscom | 412_71 6_2835

for your banquet, wedding reception,
baptismal reception or other

Please note new contact information for Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church Cemetery
Address: 985 Providence Boulevard McCandless Township, North Hills

Pittsburgh, PA 15237
GPS: Opposite 9000 Babcock Boulevard
or at corner of Cumberland & Babcock
Phone: 412-366-8700
Fax: 412-366-8710
Internet: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org

Serving the needs of our community since 1945. Please,
consider Holy Trinity Cemetery in your estate planning.,
Many lots are available at the very reasonable price of
$500 each.
Contact Cemetery Chairman Bill Fiedler
412-364-1545

s ———————————— . i————————

HERALD PERSONAL SPONSOR FORM I Please enclose a donation of at least $20.00

NAME: PHONE:

ADDRESS:

I/we wish to sponsor a Herald. Please include the following message:
O In memory of... [ For the health of... [ In thanksgiving for... [ In honor of... 3 To the Glory of God...
O other: ( )

(list names or further information here):
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PITTSBURGH, PA

“FAITH. FAMILY. CONIMUNITY.”

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

985 Providence Boulevard, Pittshurgh, PA 15237
TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION: PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY!

THE GREAT LOVE THAT BROUGHT GOD TO EARTH AS A MAN

e, When the totality of creation let go of and forgot God, having
perfected itself in every evil, He descended into their homes
&1 6_: and lived amongst them in their body by His own will and
4’; without request, as one of them, and with love that is beyond
@ i€## the comprehension and words of all creation, He entreated

M"’g them to turn to Him. . . . He forgave them all their sins that
8 they had committed before, and confirmed the truth of this

{ reconciliation by means of persuasive signs and miracles and

"' ~aw, | Fevelations ol his mysteries to them; after all this He humbles
p—'_"_'_ Himself to such humility that he wants sinful nature...to call

if( ! him Father. Could this ever come to pass without great love?
St. Isaac the Syrian, On the Divine Mysteries, 15th c.

Scripture of the Month: “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.” (John 3.16)



