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QUICK NEWS

The GOYA teen ministry and its
families honored their graduating
seniors on June 22 with a surprise
luncheon in the Fireside Room.
Want to see more photos of the
life and ministries of Holy Trinity
Church? See the Community Life
Photo Journal on pages 7-12 or
visit our online photo gallery site
at photos.HolyTrinityPgh.org.
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1d themselves In a cave near Ep 0, to escape Christian
persecution. By divine grace, a sleep came upon them and they slept for 184 years, until the reign
of Saint Theodosius the Younger, when the doctrine of the resurrection was being assailed by
heretics. They then awoke, that is, were resurrected, confirming in the sight of all the bodily resur-
rection; and again after a short time, by divine command, they reposed in the Lord in the year 434.

Our Mission: To proclaim and live the Orthodox Christian Faith in its fullness as faithful members of the Body of Christ




“completely trust in God, leave everything in His hands, and believe that His love will act

...Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Galatians 6.1-2). In other

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me; for 1 am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11.29-30
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The quote from the Gospel of St. Matthew above is in red accord-
ing to the style of “red letter Bibles” that place the words of Jesus
in red to make them stand out. Taken on its face value, it certainly makes Christianity look
easy, doesn't it? If the very central figure in the faith says we will find rest and help with
our burdens, who would not want that? But why doesn't it always work out that way? In
fact, hewing a path of Christian life often does feel like we are hacking our way through
the underbrush, or even the rocks, our
life in a far greater struggle that we
seemed to have been promised above.
Yes Jesus” words are always true, so
where is the “rest of the story” here?

We need look no further than the
Prophet Jonah, who, when things
stopped going his way (meaning God
did something He didn't like), the Bible
says, “it displeased Jonah exceedingly,
and he was angry.” (Jonah 4.1). And
with nobody to console or counsel him,
the Book of Jonah ends with a question mark—the only book of the Bible to do so. But
Christian life is full of questions marks, especially when we do not understand the Lord,
Who says when that happens it is because “my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways,” and, “as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” He just knows better,

I woke up this morning,
Saw a world full of trouble now.
Thought, how’d we ever get so far down?
How’s it ever gonna turn around?
So I turned my eyes to Heaven.
I thought, “God, why don’t You do something?”...
So, I shook my fist at Heaven,
Said, “God, why don’t You do something?”’
He said, "I did, I created you!”
(Matthew West, ‘Do Something”)

It is those question marks that represent times of not only testing but of proving—of our
faith, patience and ultimate trust that even though we don’'t understand how, we are
still in God'’s hands. According to Elder Paisios it is precisely those times that we need to

for your own benefit. Then God will take care of everything, because there is nothing He
cannot do; everything is easy for Him.” And we learn that trust in His Holy Church.

It is also in those times that we should be able to turn to others within the Christian com-
munity and lean on their love for us. Saint Pauls puts it this way: “Brethren, if a man is
overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.

words, rather than multiply the struggles of a brother or sister, we can understand that
God has placed us in his or her life as part of finding peace and truth. This is reflected in
another way in the contemporary Christian song in the sidebar above: rather than allow-
ing confusion and doubt to blossom into anger, each of us has the calling to “do some-
thing” that leads to understanding, reconcilation and a return to life in Christ for all. And
the degree to which we are willing to participate on that path to divine peace will deter-
mine just how heavy the burden is. If we do as directed in Proverbs, “Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” (Prov. 3.5), it will not be so
hard. In fact, as promised by Jesus, our yoke will be easy and our burden will be light.

There are times that seems impossible, but “all things are possible
with God” (Mark 10.27) when we choose to be part of the solution,
part of lightening the load of a brother or sister and true instruments
of God’s peace. May it be our goal at all times in all things.

With sincere paternal love in Christ,
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WORSHIP LIFE

Weekday Services ..............ccuoe.. . July/August

Please take note of the following weekday Liturgies and
services this month. Unless otherwise indicated, Orthros is
at 8:15 a.m., followed by Divine Liturgy at 9:30 at the St.
George Chapel (50Q).

Jul. 19: 6:00pm Great Vespers & Orthros of the Prophet Elias
(at the Nativty of the Theotokos Monastery, Saxonburg)
Aug. 1: 6:30pm Paraclesis Service (SG)
Aug. 4: 6:30pm Paraclesis Service (SG)
Aug. 5: 6:30pm Great Vespers of the Transfiguration and the
Blessing of the Grapes (SG)
Aug. 6: 10:00am Liturgy of The Holy Transfiguration
Liturgy of the Transfiguration will be celebrated at the
Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City.
Aug. 8: 6:30pm Paraclesis Service (SG)
Aug. 11: 6:30pm Paraclesis Service (SG)
Aug. 13: 6:30pm Paraclesis Service (SG)
Aug. 14: 7:00pm Great Vespers of Koimissis
Aug. 14 services will be held at our sister parishes in Oak-
mont and Aliquippa for their feast days.
Aug. 15: The Falling Asleep of the Theotokos (Liturgy at SC)
Aug. 29, 8:00am Orthros/9:00am Liturgy: The Beheading
of St. John the Baptist (Liturgy at HT. Note special earlier time
due to Festival)

FESTIVAL NEWS

Holy Trinity’s Taste of Greece .......Labor Day Weekend

It's coming! From Wednesday, August 27, through Sunday,
August 31, join us for second "Taste of Greece” Festival at
our new location. The Festival Committee is asking everyone,
new members and old hands, young and young at heart, to
pledge a donation of their time and talents so that we can
achieve our two big goals: 1) another ““most successful festi-
val ever”, and 2) fellowship with all of our new Holy Trinity
church family members! See you there!

Festival Volunteers Needed by the Day, Not Just the Hour!

The Festival Committee is looking for parishioners to ful-
fill a variety of roles—there is something for everyone and
everyone’s help will be needed! Please consider donating
your day (or days!) as your offering of stewardship to Holy
Trinity Church. Many of our parishioners use vacation days
from work, as we will need lots of help during the weekday
lunches on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. If you are sub-
scribed to the parish mailing list, look for more information
in your inbox soon! To learn about how to help, please email
festival@holytrinitypgh.org or contact one of the following
festival chairpeople: Harry Athanasiou:412-292-4205, Leo
Loomis: 412-563-2323, or Stephanie Sedor: 412-780-6183.

Pastry Cooking..........ocovveeeeenena. . July 8,15

Pastry preparation and cooking will be continue on Tues-
days, July 8 & 15, from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. All are
welcome to help and much help is needed! Contact Joyce
Athanasiou at 412-292-4206 for information.

Spanakopita Preparation . .. .. Tuesdays in July & August

Additional spanakopita preparation is being held every
Tuesday starting again on July 22 from 9:00 am until 2:00
pm and will continue into August until it is completed. All
are welcome to help. Contact Kay Balouris at 412-766-1263.

Souvlaki Lamb Cutting............... July 25 & July 26

Please sharpen your knives and mark your calendars
for souvlaki cutting and skewering on Friday, July 25 from
3:00pm-Midnight and Saturday, July 26 from 7:00am-12:00
noon.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS

Gerontissa Taxiarchia 20th Anniversary Events. . . Aug. 2/3

The Holy Nativity of the Theotokos Monastery in Saxon-
burg is commemorating the 20th Anniversary of the Repose
of its first Abbess, Gerontissa Taxiarchia, with a special two-
day event that will also celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the
founding of the monastery and the launch of a new campaign
to expand the current quarters. A flyer is enclosed. Reserva-
tions are due July 11. For information, call the monastery at
724-352-3999. The events are:

August 2 - Services and Meal at Monastery: Geron-
tissa Theophano and the sisters invite the public to join
His Eminence Metropolitan Savas and area clergy for the
celebration of Orthros, Divine Liturgy and a Memorial Ser-
vice for Gerontissa Taxiarchia, all starting at 9:00am. The
services will be followed by a meal.

August 3 - Vespers and Banquet: His Eminence will
preside over a 4:00 Vespers service followed by a Dinner
Banquet to launch the monastery’s vision of growth and
expansion. A silent auction will feature hand-painted icons
and beautiful monastery handcrafted items.

Seniors Ministry News: Driver Safety, Theater Trip

The Senior Fellowship Ministry will resume regular meetings
in September with a program for senior drivers on Monday,
September 15, 2014 and Wednesday September 17, 2014 that
will update and enhance their driving skills as well as reward
those who attend the 2 sessions (from 10:00am to 2:30pm)
with a discount on their car insurance for 3 years for senior
drivers 55 yrs and older. You may register for this program by
calling the church office at 412-366-8700. The cost is $15 for
AARP members or $20 for non-members and must be paid
prior to the first session. Each session will be informative and
casual. There will be no tests. You may invite a friend or neigh-
bor to participate in this program. Refreshments and a lunch
break will be provided. A flyer is enclosed in this issue.

The other next official group activity will be a trip to the
Mountain Playhouse-Restaurant in Jennerstown, PA on Octo-
ber 1. We will enjoy a good lunch and a play entitled “Midlife:
the Crisis”, a musical comedy. The cost of bus, lunch, and play,
including all taxes and tips, will be $80 per person. Reserve
your seats and select your luncheon offering early, as seating
is limited and must be confirmed by September 1 by calling
Georgiann Bounos (412-761-6953), Tina Fiedler (412-364-
1545) or Joyce Countouris (412-366-1498).
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Gheronda’s Corner | Fr. John Androutsopoulos

My Church Obligation

As we begin our second year
in the new church, let us read the
following prayer and practice it
every day during the coming year:
Having accepted Jesus Christ as my
personal Saviour and having made
this known by uniting with His
Church, I, therefore, acknowledge
that | want to give my Church:

Father John
Androutsopoulos

AFFECTION - | want to give my Church affection that she
may be strengthened by the knowledge that I, as a
member of the Church, am trying to serve with my
fellow believers in the bonds of holy love and unity.

APPRECIATION - | want to give my Church a kindly word
of appreciation for her ministry and want to have a
part in sending her truths to all the world.

CONSIDERATION - [ want to give my Church sympathy
and consideration and want to rejoice in the good
she is going and share to the limit of my ability.

ENCOURAGEMENT—I want to give my Church encour-
agement when temptations, vexations and annoy-
ances make the work of Christ difficult.

FAITH - | want to give my Church faith that she may be
free to proclaim the message of peace goodwill and
brotherhood.

GRATITUDE - | want to give my Church gratitude and
praise for the many things she has helped me to
bear; for the precious outpouring of God'’s love that
strengthens and gives me courage in time of trouble.

PRAYER - | want to give my Church prayer each day that
God may bless her and make her services a blessing
to everyone who enters her gates.

REVERENCE - | want to give my Church reverence as the
Divine Institution, as a body of baptized believers
organized to teach men a better way of living.

STEWARDSHIP - | want to give my Church a tithe of my
income.

TIME - | want to give my Church enough of my time to
help in the work of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to win
others to Him, when and where He needs me.

What Christians Say

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me say fare-
well to those at my home.” (Luke 9:61).

This text is typical of many so-called Christians today.
People say, | can’t do it because....” and then give 101 rea-
sons why they cannot teach a Church school class, help with
Church projects, or come to Church regularly. To many of us,
these excuses seem reasonable; the mother with the young
child, the father who is too tired after working all week. Yet
these same people find time to do things they want to do: go
to a card party or to the golf course. What would have hap-
pened if Jesus had said, “I am too young to die”? Or, “Give

Part of a reqular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

JULY/AUGUST 2014 — “THE VOICE OF HOLY TRINITY CHURCH"

me a few more years to enjoy life”? On the contrary, He sub-
mitted Himself completely to God. It is not for us to say, “I'll
follow You, but first....” Rather, as followers of Christ, we feel
compelled to say, “Here | am. Use Me.” No excuse is good
enough for not doing the Master’s will.

The Transfiguration — August 6th

The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord is one of the
12 great feasts of the Holy Orthodox Catholic Church. It is
celebrated each year on August 6th. When Jesus our Lord
took His three disciples, Peter, James, and John to the top
of Mount Tabor, He did truly prefigure His Resurrection to
them on that memorable day. These three disciples were to
be with Jesus at His betrayal, so Jesus wanted them to see
the wonderful event so that they might not be dismayed and
distressed at His suffering at the crucifixion.

Mount Tabor was covered with light during the Transfigu-
ration; the light was so bright that the three Disciples threw
themselves on the ground, unable to look upon the transfig-
ured Lord. He did shine forth in glory. At that glorious rev-
elation, Moses and Elijah appeared and conversed with Christ
that they might manifest that He was the Lord of the living
and the dead, and that He was the God who spoke of old
in the law and the Prophets, and He was the One to whom
the voice of the Father did bear witness from a radiant cloud
saying, “This is My Beloved Son in whom | am well pleased,
hear him.”

The Transfiguration was the mystery hidden before the
ages, and now it was revealed before Peter, James and John.
They were not able to stand the radiance of Christ’s counte-
nance and the splendor of His raiment, so they fell down on
their faces, kneeling, and being overcome with astonishment
at the sight of Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus.

In the Transfiguration, we have proof of the resurrection
and life after death. Moses had been dead 1569 years and
Elijah and been gone 895 years. Yet, here they are alive.
The disciples saw them and heard them talking. One by one
our loved ones are leaving us. We bury them out of sight,
we lay them in their narrow beds, and their bodies become
dust. Shall we ever see them again? Will the grave ever give
them back to us? Are we to sorrow like others who have no
hope? In the Transfiguration, we have the strongest evidence
that the dead will rise again. We find two men appearing on
the earth who had long been separated from the land of the
living, so here we see a guarantee of our resurrection.

Beloved, each Feast has its special message for us Ortho-
dox Christians, if we would just take the time to study or
meditate the occasion and the meaning of the Feast. The
Feast of the Transfiguration uplifts us. We are shown the glory
of our Lord and Savior, and we are inspired by the events of
the Transfiguration.

Wit Hes Yove,
Reo. T (%,4/0 A M‘oaéwﬁoa/ow _@‘omﬁ/‘méw
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Voula Hareras | The Cultural Side | H NMoAimiaTikn MAgupd

TovAog. H Qpa Twv Kapmwv.

Meotwvouy wplpdlouvy, yAvkai-
vouv ol kapmol ot @uon. Xapd
OeoU avTn 1| Kapmowopla.

Méoa amé otd omAdyva T YIS
aB6pufa kal dctapdtnta, UARVES
Twpa, Etolpaldtay tovto T6 Galvua,
oV OpLoe & Oedg yld TG AVAYKES
Tou AvOpwTou.

Kal 6 kaAAiepyntig mov €PaAe
kal a0Tdq Trv 8IKN Tou TtpooTdbeLa
kal toug koémoug Kkal td €€oda,td
Eexvael 6Aa, twpa do&dletl And v Kapdid Tov TV Ol Kal
damoAapfdvel Tovg KapmoLg. Aév EeOappevel SUwG EEPEL TTWG
6 prvag TolTog WEPVeL BpoxEq Kal XaAddL kal @wTLEC. Mpémel
vd do@aiioel T codld Tov, va
uiuy xabel 6Aov Tov xpdvou
6 kOmog, T6 Pwul Tov omLTIoY
Tou.

Kal tév €autd tou TpéEmeL
vd do@adicel, amd tov nAov
Td upd, oL AmelAovY KaBEva
oy &€v TOvV Aoyaptdlel Kal
dpiVAakta éktBeTat

"H xapd t¢ Kapmopoplag
padl xal 1 @povtda yd tv
dla@vAagn tng, KU'dkdpa tol

Voula Hareras

KaAdlepynty 1 mpootaocia.
AUT&d otiv  @uon, otV
yewpyn wrj.

AALAG Tl omovdaieg

dvaAoyleg kal pé v {wn tov
TIVEVLATOG, TNG LABNOEWG, TWV
yvw cewv. Mrvag 6 ‘lovAtog,
1oV ol KéToL 6ANG TG XPOVLAS
Kapro@opovy. Epyovtat Td
dmoteAéopata TG UEAETNG, ol Pabuol, t damoAvtrpla, of
Towk(Aot T{tAot otoudwv. T{ xapd vé €xelg ATMOSEIKTIKA TWV
YVWOEWY oov, T{tAoug Tov Bd cov XpelaoTtoly oTd HEAAOY.

Elvat botepa kal kdmotot dAAol kapmol, Tov e v xdpn
Toy Beol €decav péoa oov’r) dydmn otdv O€d, f miotn, N
oeuvoTNTA, 1 UTtaKor otol Beov T BEAnua, 1 Kabapdtnta
g Yuxns.

Mrv €eBapelel dpwe, Kal ylavtoug Toug Kapmoug, Toug
TIVEVHLATIKOUG, UTtdp)ouv Kivduvol Agv lvat Twpa ol BpoxEg
kal té yaAdll. Eivat § avtdpkela, i pabuula, | TeUTeALd, T6
dapnua kal E€xupa tod NoU o€ dmayopeupéveg amd toL Beol
Tév vOuo TEPLOXES, 1 dAalovela, 1] EAAeudn atdyou.

Kal botepa elvat 6 jAtog mov yivetat émikivouvog. Elval td
KUVIKA kavpata, ol mewpaopol, 1 duaptia, mold dmeldel TOV
TIVEVHATIKO €pydtn Kal Tou Kavel émkivouva

Eykaldpata.

Nowrtdv, @iAaye kal oU Tt codeldoov, Td TVELUATIKA Gou
mtAoUtn, TlG yvwoelg oov, Tlg dpeTE cov, WE TrV TTpocoxn,
do@daAloe TV €avtd ocov Bupllovtdg tou Trv Tapovasia Tol
Beov mavtoL Kal TavToTe.

A Greek language offering on the themes of the summer months of July (“The Time of Fruits”) and August (“The Month of the Greeks”).

AvyouoTtog. O Mivag Twv EAAvwv.

O Alyovotog elvat 6 pivag twv ‘EAARvwv. AUTog 6
KOAOKALPLATIKOG HAvag HE TRV ruepdda tou Kal Té yAukd
@w¢ tov, yeullet t(g Yuxeg pag amd Wwd dAAoudTiKn xapd
kal dyaAAiaon. Té yuatl T6 dmavtdel kabévag pag, and 1o
TPLEePS TS WG TOV TOAVXPOVO TTATTTOL € KAOE ywVvid T
Matpidag pag.

Elvat 6 prvag mou e0wdldlel uuwUévog AEC UE TV XApn
¢ Mavdypavtng Mntépag tov Xplotol pag, Kal SIKAg Hag
Mntépag.

Apx{et p€ tv  dyv xapd T¢ vnotelag ToU
AgkaTeEVTAVYOLOTOV, TTOU UdG TV TTapédwaoav ol alwveg and
YEVLA 0€ yevid. Nou{lelg pdAtota g Kal 1 yi Jog 1 Tatpki
UAG CUUTTOPACTEKETAL LE KATAVONGOT 0TS dylo S€og tpdg TV
Mavayla yag.

FepiCet td pdtia Kal
TA xépla pag ué toug o
wpaloug kal gvyevaotoug

Kopmoug Tng odv  vd
uéd  Aéet  {ebAoynuévol
va elote, €Eayviodnte

AAAG mapte kal yevubrte
andé Ttév udéxOo povul.
AEKATTEVTAVYOUOTOC
(Aot pou, yloptdlet
ékelvn mov oTdOnKke 1
npootacia kal i €Anida
Tov Mévoug pag.

ME 16 yéppa Tov jAtou
UEoa 0TO HaoyoBoANUEVO
deldvd, d&g mdue otig
€KKAnoleq pag, va pag
yAukdvouv Ty kapdid ol
TapaKANTKo( vuvol oTH
xdpn Tne.

N& UdAg  @TEPWOEL
"Ekelvn v Yuxn] pé avtd mol bilvel pé Tl mpeoPeleg Tng
onuepa, U €kelvo oL KpUPEL YLd VA HAg pavepWaEL avpLo.

Ag drtoAadoou e Ag xapoV e TV yaAnvn kal trv dpop@Ld
TG yloptng TNg, &g Triv vrioove. Elvatn} Kupla ©gotdkog T
uévo dwpo mol mpdowepe 1 M o6Tdv Ovpavd, yld vd KatePel
0 Ogd¢ dvapeod pag. Twpa HE TRV petaotaon Tng, dveBalvel
0Tov UPnAdtepo Bpdvo, oL TG €TolHace 1 AydTNTA TNg
kal 1 Tpoowopd tng otd Belo BEANUa. Mnyailvel otd ovpdvia
dwpata oToATUEVN, {TtemoKIApEVN}LE Oela SAEa.

Kal un pag @ofloel moté €xOpdg mavovpyog. 'H
Mavtavaocoa Hdg €xel 6t okEmn Tng Kal Ldg meptppovpel ue
€yvola YAUKELAG UNTEPag.

KaAd AekamevtalyovoTo.

Yag ebyopat vd mepdoetal €va UMEpoxo KaAokaipy,
Eekolpaoto Kkal pé vyela va td Eavamolue tév ZemtePplo,
KoAn dvtduwon otw Food Festival!

ATt6 Té mepLodIko Mpog Ty Nikn
BoUAa Xapepd

www.HOLYTRINITYPGH.ORG
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H MoAimioTikn MAgupd | The Cultural Side | Vickie Bellios

Three beautiful hymns and prayers: “A Hymn to Our Lord Jesus Christ”, “Prayer of the Fathers of Optina” and “A Prayer of Jesus.”

YMNOZ TON KYPION HMQN
IHZOYN XPIZTON

ENAZ elvat o Kiplog. Abtov
npookvriowuey Kal SoEoAoyrnowuey
£1¢ TTAVTOC TOUG ALWVOC.

AEYTEPH €(v’ j NavayLd.

TPIA i Ayla Tpldg.

Ma, évag elvat 6 Kiplog. Autdv
npookvriowuey Kal S0EoAoyrnowuey
£1¢ TTAVTOC TOUG ALWVOC.

TEXZZEPEIZ EVAYYEALOTEG

MENTE v} Mevtdtevyoc.

EZIl td Examtépuya.

M4, €vag elval 6 Kiplog. Autdv npooKkviiowuey Kal
S0&oAoyrowEY €L¢ TTAVTOG TOUG ALWVOG,.

EMNTA elvat ta Muotripta.

OKTQ 1} oktdnxog.

ENNEA e{v’ Td Tdypata.

M4, €vag elval 6 Kiplog. Autdv npookviiowuey Kal
S0&oAoyriowEY €L¢ TTAVTOG TOUG ALWVOG,.

AEKA (v’ ol EvToAgc.

ENAEKA EwBuvd.

AQAEKA ot AtéotoloL.

M4, €vag elval 6 Kiplog. Autdv npookviiowuey Kal
S0&oAoyriowEY €L¢ TTAVTOG TOUG ALWVOG,.

Vickie Bellios

MPOZEYXH TQN MATEPQN THXZ OMNTINA

KYPIE, BoriOnoé pe v’ avtipetwniow pe Yuxikn
yaAnvn 6Aa, 6oa Ba pov EpeL | onuepLYN NUEpa.
BoriOnoe€ pe va mapadobw 0AOKANPWTIKA GTO dyLo
BEAnua Zov.

TNV KABE wpa TG LEPAG GWOTLLE LE KAl SUVAUWVE
LLE YLOL TO KAOE TL.

Omoleg €8N 0EL KL av AdPw oruepa, SIBAEE e va Tig
dexOw e npepla kat we Ty akAdvntn memo®non ot
timote dev ovpPaivel, xwplg va To emitpePelg Eav.
KaBodnynoe Tig okEPELS Kal Ta cuvaLeONUATA Hov
o€ 6Ad oL Ta €pya KAl TA AdyLa.

ST antpOOTITEG TTEPLOTATELG N W APrioELS va
Eexdow OTL 6Aa tapaywpovvTatl and Zéva.

A€ Ue va ouuTEpLpEPOaL O KABE LEAOG TG
OLKOYEVELAG oL Kat 6” 6A0ug TOUG cuUVaAVOPWTIOUG
Lov pe evBUTNTA KAl GUVEDT, WOTE VA U CLYXVOoW
KOL CTEVOXWPTOW KAVEVA.

KUpte, 80¢g pov tn dVvaun va vto@Epw Tov KOTo
Kat dAa Ta yeyovoTa TG NUépag auTng, o€ OAn T
dtdpkeld tnG. Kabodriynoe tn B€Anon pov kat d(dagé
LLE va TTPOGEVXOAL, VA TILOTEVW, VO UTTOUEVW, VA
oLYXWPW KAl V’ ayarw. ARAy.

Exdoon lepds Movrig lMapakAritov - Qowrog

(Provided by Vickie Bellios)

‘WG AY1006(TC KAAOYEP0C O ‘AYI0C

H €YXH TOY JHCOY

Koouag ouviota ThY 6UXN:

Mac €3wxe (0 060¢) TO oTOMA UaC
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Church School Graduation | Community Life Photo Journal

Congratulations to all our students and many thanks to the Church School staff, parents and volunteers for a successful year!

Graduating Seniors and Their Families

www.HoLY TRINITYPGH.ORG Juwy-Aucust 2014 / HoLy TRINITY HERALD © 7
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Please join us in celebrating the talents and God-given gifts of the students from Holy Trinity Church who
are graduating from high school this year. We also thank God for the families, relatives and community
which have nurtured them in the rich soil of the Holy Orthodox Faith. May God be with them always!

Antonios Balouris Andoni gradu-
ated from North

North Allegheny High School Allegheny High

School with honors. He was
active in NA athletics and
was the starting setter for the
boys' volleyball team and led
the Tigers to an eighth straight
WPIAL title, while being named
as the setter to the First Team
All-WPIAL and to the All-State
Class AAA All-Star Team and
single-season assist record
holder in boys volleyball. Andoni has been active at
Holy Trinity in Church School, GOYA, local mission
trips and has served for years as an acolyte. He will
be attending The Pennsylvania State University.

: : rom North Hills
North Hills High School High School

where he was a member of the
National Honor Society and
participated in the Academy
for Business & Finance and the
Academy for Law and Govern-
ment. He was also a two-year
varsity starting lineman for the
Indians football team. At Holy
Trinity, Alex has been an active
GOYA member and has partici-
pated in Church School and served as an acolyte. He
will be attending Carnegie Mellon University where he
will major in business and be on the football team.

Alex graduated

Shannon gradu- ‘ -
ated from North Shannon Danis

Allegheny High North Allegheny High Shool

School where she was a cheer-
leader for 11 years and was the
state runner-up this year. She has
been in school choir since the 4th
grade. At Holy Trinity she has par-
ticipated in Church School, GOYA
and has been a Holy Trinity Greek
dancer. She will be attending the
University of Kentucky and will be
majoring in Pre-Pharmacy.

Tommy gradu-
ated from
Seneca Valley
High School,
where he played high school

volleyball for six years and club

volleyball for two years.He was

in National Honors Society for

two years and a Student Council

representative his senior year. He

has been an active GOYA mem-

ber, Church School student and

basketball player at Holy Trinity

and has attended four years of Summer Camp. He
will be attending the Pennsylvania State University
to study engineering.

Thomas Fitzpatrick
Seneca Valley Hlgh School

“Well done, good and faithful sevoant; you
have been faithful over a little, D will set
you over much” (Matthew 25.21)

gegp my words and tregasurg up
K my commandments with you;
Regp my commandments and live.
(Proverbs 7.1-2)

8 * HoLy TriNTY HERALD / JuLy-AucusT 2014

www.HoLYTRINITYPGH.ORG




Georgia Gagianas Georgia gradu-

‘ . ated from Peters
Peters Township High School 0 i 1ih

School as a National Honor
Society member. While there,
she lettered in track and field
hockey and was Homecom-
ing Queen. At Holy Trinity she
has been GOYA President and
been in Church School, Sum-
mer Camp, mission trips and the
Greek dance troupe. She will
be attending the University of
Delaware Honors in the falll.

Christopher Georgiadis Christopher

graduated with
Mars Area High School honors from

Mars Area High School, where
he was awarded the Marine
Corps' “Distinguished Athlete
Award."He was a PIAA state
champion swimmer and cross-
country runner. At Holy Trin-

ity he participated in Church
School, GOYA, served as an ac-
olyte and was a Greek dancer
and Greek Festival volunteer. He
will attend Ashland University in Ohio on Provost
Academic and Athletic Swimming scholarships, will
study Finance and Healthcare Communication.

Arielle Germanos Arielle gradu-

ated with honors
Fox 'Chape]l Area High School from Fox Chapel

Area High School. At Holy
Trinity she was active in GOYA,
Summer Camp and local and
international mission trips. She
will be attending lonian Village
this summer and then will be
enrolled at Youngstown State
University, where she will study
Biology and prepare for a career
in health care.

b

Nicholas gradu- Nicholas ]ewell

ated from North
Allegheny High North Allegheny ngh School

School with honors as an All-
American Scholar Athlete and

a National AP Scholar. He was
captain of the soccer team, is an
All-WPIAL player and is a recipi-
ent of the “Esmark All-American
Award.” He has also been special-
ly dedicated to caring for special
needs children. Nick has been

a Holy Trinity GOYA basketball
player and attended Church School. He will attend
Lehigh University, where he was recruited to play
soccer and where he will major in Pre-Med.

Alexa gradu-
ated from North
Allegheny High
School, where
she was on the soccer team. She
has been a member of Holy Trinity
GOYA since joining Holy Trin-

ity Church five years ago and is

a two-year officer. She has also
participated in Church School,
basketball, volleyball and Greek
dancing. She will attend Carlow
University in the fall to major in
Nursing and will play soccer for the Lady Celtics.

Alexa Mermigas
North Allegheny High School

"The family should strive to be that image of
godliness that will preserve the holiness that is
intended to be its identity. Surrounding the child
with the Holy Sacraments and sacred images,
a regular life in the Church, and strengthening
the good in the child are what instill this life of
grace. This grace acts as a powerful hedge of
protection around the family."

(Margaret Hock, "Blessed Are the Pure In Heart For
They Shall See God.")
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Community Life Photo Journal | HOPE and JOY Gardening Project

May 10, 2014: Young people
from the HOPE and JOY min-
istries held a “Wake Up the &
Garden” work day to get our
Holy Trinity garden ready
for spring and summer. The
children—with the help of
Father Radu and some dedi-
cated adults'—built planter
beds and planted vegetables,
pulled weeds and made signs.
Even the rain didn’t stop them!
Thanks to all our dedicated !
young stewards! Good work!
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First Anniversary Celebration| Community Life Photo Journal

Pentecost Sunday, 2014: Holy
Trinity Church celebrated the First §
Anniversary of its 2013 Thyra-
noixia and Opening of the Doors
with a special Coffee Hour recep-
tion and display of historical items
and artifacts from the building
project and opening weekend.

e T
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Community Life Photo Journal | Community Events

following Divine Liturgy with a reception for GOYA teens and families in the Fireside
Room. A special package of useful items for college, with a few personal surprises,
was presented to each senior and the group enjoyed a multimedia presentation
prepared by Emme Germanos. Pictured below are the seniors (L-R): Georgia Gagia-
nas, Shannon Danis, Alex Danis, Alexa Mermigas, Tommy Fitpatrick (via Skype!) and
Andoni Balouris. Not present: Christopher Georgiadis and Nick Jewell.

June 15, 2014: Holy Trinity
Church honored its dedicated
Church School teachers and staff
at its first “Teacher Appreciation
Sunday” celebration. Among
those honored were two Kind-
garten teachers and sisters-in-
law, Karen Georgiadis and Leslie
Georgiadis, who are retiring after §
14 years of faithful service and e
offerings of love to our precious &
young children. Many thanks to £
Karen, Leslie and the entire staff
for their dedicated love and ser-
vice to God’s little ones ... and
big ones, too!
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2014 Holy Trinity Stewardship Roster To Date | Stewardship

Thank you to the following faithful stewards who have submitted their pledge cards for the 2014 pledge year as of this publication.

Please join them in their support for the ministries of Holy Trinity and complete your 2014 pledge commitment today!

Rev. Fr. John & Pres. Becky Touloumes

Rev. Fr. Radu & Pres. Loredana
Bordeianu

Rev. Fr. John & Pres. Ethel
Androutsopoulos

Rev. Fr. George & Pres. Evangelia
Daskalakis

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Adamczyk
Mr & Mrs Sotiris Aggelou
Mr & Mrs Victor Amurgis
Ms. Georgiana Anargyros
Miss Victoria Andromalos-Dale
Mrs. Christy Andromalos
Mrs Beatrice Andromalos
Mr & Mrs Michael Andromalos-Dale
Mrs Carol Anestis

Mr. and Mrs. H. William Areheart
Mr. Andrew Athanasiou

Mr & Mrs Harry Athanasiou
Mrs Stella Athanasiou

Mr. and Mrs. Art Avlon

Mr & Mrs Alvin Backeris

Mr & Mrs Van Backeris

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Backeris
Mr. Mark Backeris

Dr & Mrs Christ A. Balouris
Dr & Mrs Constantine A. Balouris
Mr & Mrs Anthony Balouris
Mr & Mrs James T. Balouris
Mr. Anthony Balouris

Mr & Mrs. Chris T. Balouris
Mrs. Katherine Balouris
Ms. Elaina Balouris

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barron
Mr & Mrs Robert Beasley
Miss Georgia Beckas

Mr & Mrs John Beckas

Mr. George N. Beckas

Dr & Mrs George Bellios
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Bellios

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Berexa
Melanie & Charles Black
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Bonfield
Mr Jonathan Bonfield

Mr & Mrs Reggie Bonfield
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bounos
Mrs. Georgiann Bounos
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Brennen
Mrs Georgia Brennen

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brewer
Mrs Sophia Bridoux
(lifford Brubaker & Sondra Balouris
Mr & Mrs James Buldas
Mrs. Georgia Castellano
Mr & Mrs Charles Chapas
Mr & Mrs James Chapas
Mr Thomas Chapas

Mr & Mrs William Chapas
Mrs Helen Chapas

Mrs Anne Chapas

Mr & Mrs Louis Cherpes
Mrs Afrodite Condos

Mrs Joyce Countouris

Ms. Cynthia Criss

Mr & Mrs George Danis
Mrs Evdoxia Danis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dedousis
Mrs Fedra Dedousis

Mr. Lucius Delany

Mrs. Helen DeMoss

Mr. & Mrs. George Dickos
Mrs. Christine Dickos

Ms. Rebecca C. Dickos
Mr. Peter Dickos

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Durosko
Mr & Mrs Bryan Elderkin
Mr & Mrs Frank Erdeljac

Dennis Bossick & Penny Fakles-Bossick

Mr. & Mrs. Christian Farmakis
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Farmakis
Mrs Anna Festas

Ms Georgeann Festas

Mr. Joseph Fidago

Mr & Mrs William Fiedler

Mr. & Mrs. William L. Fiedler
Mrs. Carol Fiffas

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Fitzpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fraley

Mr. & Mrs. John Frandiscus
Mrs Tessie Frankos

Miss Diana Fries

Mr. John Fries

Mrs Constance Fries

Dr & Mrs Peter Gagianas

Mr & Mrs Markos Gambieris
Ms. Stacy Gambieris

Mr & Mrs Kevin Garrity

Mr & Mrs Thomas Geanopulos
Mr. & Mrs. George Geanopulos
Mr. Gregory Geanopulos

Mr and Mrs Troy Geanopulos
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Gelis

Drs. Leo and Elizabeth Gensante
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Georgallis
Mr & Mrs George Georges

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Georgiadis
Mr & Mrs Gus Georgiadis

Mr & Mrs Steven Georgiadis
Mr & Mrs Thomas Germanos
Ms Lois R Germanos

Mr. & Mrs. Spiros Giannoutsos
Mrs Toula Giannoutsos

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Gidas

Mr & Mrs Peter Glyptis

Mr & Mrs Jeremy Gracik

Mrs Eugenia Graser

Mr & Mrs Timothy Gross

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Guimond

Miss Pennie Hareras

Mrs Voula Hareras

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Henigin
Mrs Sally Hionedes

Mr. Jason R. Hodge

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hodge
Mr. & Mrs. George Hulse

Mr. & Mrs. Carlo lasella

Mr & Mrs Andrew Janis

Mr. James Janis

Dr & Mrs Brian Jewell

Dr. Kristina Johnson

Mr & Mrs Homer Johnson

Mr & Mrs James Johnson

Mr & Mrs Nick Kakavis

Mr & Mrs Gus Kalaris

Ms. Areta Kalogeras

Mr & Mrs Dean Kamaras

Mr. & Mrs. Evangelo Kaparakos

Miss Voula Kapnisis

Mrs Alice Kapnisis

Mrs Kelly Karavolos

Mr. & Mrs. George Karpakis
Mr & Mrs James Kermes

Mr & Mrs Gus Kilantonis
Mr. and Mrs. James Kolovos
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Lupnacca
Mr. John Komninos

Mrs Penelope Komninos

Mr Louis J. Kort

Presvytera Louella Kostopolos
Mrs. Fanny Kostos

Mrs Vasso Kourouklis

Dr & Mrs Dimitris Kraniou
Ms. Laura Kremmel

Mr. & Mrs. Marios Kritiotis
Mr & Mrs Michael Kritiotis
Mr & Mrs Wayne Kurtz

Ms. Carole Labiaux

Mrs Despina Ladakos

Mr & Mrs George Lalikos
Mr. & Mrs. Nektarios Leontiadis
Mrs Georgia Levendos

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Loomis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Loomis

Mr & Mrs Louis T. Loomis
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Loomis
Mr & Mrs Bryan Mackrell
Mr & Mrs David Majcher
Mr. John Manolakis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marsh
Mr & Mrs N. Jeffrey Mason
Mr & Mrs Nicholas Mastros
Mr & Mrs John McCann

Mr & Mrs Jeff Mercadante
Mr. & Mrs. James Mermigas
Mr & Mrs Meno Mitaras

Mr & Mrs. Eric Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Morris
Mr Stanley Morris

Mrs. Harriet M. Navarro

Mr & Mrs Mark Opacic

Gen. & Mrs. William Pagonis
Mr & Mrs Robert Pagonis
Mr & Mrs William Pagonis
Mr & Mrs Richard Pankowski
Mr Michael Panos

Mr & Mrs Peter Panos

Mr & Mrs George Pantelakis
Mr & Mrs Paul Pantelas

Mr. & Mrs. George P. Pantelas, Jr.

Ms. Christina Pantelas

Mr & Mrs George Papadopoulos
Ms. Loukia Papatheodorou

Mr & Mrs Andrew Pappas

Mrs. Joann Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pappis

Mr & Mrs Orestes Paras

Mr Eleftherios Parikakis

Mr. Basil Paschaledis

Mr & Mrs Constantine Passodelis
Mr & Mrs Michael Passodelis
Mr. James J. Patsilevas

Mrs. Anna Pafsilevas

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Petredis

Mr. & Mrs. Charles William Petredis

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Phaturos
Mrs. Dorothy Phaturos

Mr & Mrs John H. Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Troy Polumui)u
Mrs Pauline Pontikos

Ms Rania Pontikos

Mr. & Mrs. Evan Rigas
Mr & Mrs Stephen Roman
Mrs Angie Roman

Mr. Bill Roomeliotis

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Sarandou
Mr. Marios Savvides

Mr. & Mrs. Loukas Sawvidis
Mr & Mrs James Scaltz

Mrs. M. Helga Schrauder

Dr & Mrs Dean Scoumis

Mr. Vasilios Scoumis

Mrs. Angeliki Scoumis

Mr Steve Sedor

Ms Stephanie L Sedor
Presvytera Eileen Sedor

Mr & Mrs Emmanuel Sideris

M/M Charles Siebott & Irene Karavolos

Mr & Mrs Greg Spiros

Ms. Nicole Spiros

Mrs Amalia Stamoolis

Mr James Statheas

Mr. George Stavropoulos
Mr & Mrs Robert Stearns
Mr. Stephen D. Stearns

Mr. & Mrs. Craig Steiner

Dr & Mrs Samuel Stepanow
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Stephen
Mrs Katina G. Tanner

Mr. Chris Tarinos

Mr & Mrs James Thomas
Ms. Penny Balouris Tomalski
Mr. George Touloumes

Ms. Maria Touloumes

Mrs Georgia Touloumes

Mr. Nikolas Touloumes

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Trilivas

Mr & Mrs Alkiviadis Tsamis
Mr & Mrs Michael Tzanakakis
Ms. Eleni Valliant

Ms. Alexandra Valliant
Miss Harriet Valliant

Mr & Mrs Gerri Valliant

Mr Peter Valliant

Mr & Mrs Robert Weaver
Miss Mary-Magdalene Welsh
Mr. Kenneth Whigham I
Mr & Mrs Eric White

Mr & Mrs Daniel Willow

Mr & Mrs Stephen Wright
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zagnacky
Mr. Demo Zamagias

Mrs Effie Zamagias

Mr. & Mrs. George Zappas
Mrs. Agnes Zappas

Dr & Mrs Antonios Zikos
Mrs. Dorothea K. Zikos

Mr & Mrs Anthony Zissis

Ms Anna Zissis

Mr & Mrs Louis Zozos

Mr. & Mrs. George L. Zozos
Ms. Deborah Zuniga

(1
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Ask the Elders | On a Harmonious Family

One of the great blessings of Orthodoxy is the presence, prayers and inspired words of the Holy Elders of the Faith.
They have been referred to as “precious vessels of the Holy Spirit.” In recent years, many books have been published in
English with their writings and talks. This column provides an opportunity for each of us to be blessed by their words.

ne day a person came to my

@ Kalyvi and told me that he is very

upset because he does not agree

with his wife. But | noticed that there was
nothing serious between them. He had
a “bulge”, and his wife had another
“bulge”; and so they couldn't get
near each other. They just needed
a little planing to smooth out their
differences. Take, for example, two
rough, unplaned wooden boards. One has some knot at one
point, the other another at some other point. It you try to
connect them, they will have some empty space between
them. But if you plane one down here and the other a little
there, but with the same plane, they come together at once!

Elder Paisios

Question: How does God allow for such strange matches
of husband and wife?

ouldn’t He provide so that couples would be compat-
ible and live spiritually?” But | tell them, “Don’t you

understand that in this very difference of character
lies hidden the harmony of God? It is the different charac-
ters which create harmony. God forbid that you should be
the same in character! Think of what would happen if, for
example, both of you had a short fuse; you would tear the
house down! Or, if both of you were mild in character, you
would fall asleep standing up! If you were both stingy, you
might have been suited to each other, but you would both
go to hell. And, if again, you were both too open-handed,
would you be able to maintain your household? You would
have destroyed your home, and your children would be
running in the streets. If you were both contrary and dis-
agreeable characters, would there ever be anything similar
between you? You would kill each other in one day! So, do
you see what happens? God provides for one good character
to marry another who may be disagreeable in order to be
helped; for it may have been that he or she had a disposi-
tion to be good but never had the help to become so from
an early age.”
The little insignificant differences in the characters of
spouses help to create a harmonious family, because one
completes the other. A car needs the petrol pedal to move,
but it also needs the brakes to stop. If the car only had brakes,
it would not budge; and if it only had gas, it wouldn’t stop.
Do you want to know what | told a couple once? “You don't
match because you are a match!” They were both very sen-
sitive. If something happens at home, they lose their com-
posure and both start “Oh my God, what's going to happen
to us!” says one; “Oh my God, what's going to happen to
us!” says the other. In other words, one just makes the other
more hopeless. One can’t help the other a little by saying,
“Wait a minute, this is not as serious as you make it out to be,
after all.” | have seen this in many married couples.

Question: What if there are differences in, for example,
ideas about raising children?

ven when it comes to raising their children, parents
can be more helpful to them when they’re different in

character. One holds on to the brakes, while the other
says, “Let’s give the children a little freedom.” If they both
pressure and restrain the children too much, they will lose
them. And if both leave them completely unrestricted, again
they will lose them. Through a balance, the children are kept
on an even keel. What I'm saying is that everything is needed.
One shouldn’t go to extremes, but each husband or wife can
help the other in his own way. For example, if you eat some-
thing very sweet, you also want something that’s a little salty.
Let’s say that you eat a lot of grapes, but then you also want
a bite of cheese, to cut back on the sweetness. Or, if the green
vegetables are too bitter, they cannot be eaten, but with a
little olive oil, they become delicious. But a little bitterness,
as with a little sourness, is very good for you. But, if someone
who's sour says, “All of you ought to be sour like me” and
another who's bitter says, “All of you ought to be bitter like
me,” then we just can’t get along.

Question: Geronda, what is it that most unites husband
and wife?

ratitude. They love each other for what they give
as a gift to one another. The wife offers her husband
trust, devotion, obedience. The husband offers his wife
assurance and security that he can protect her. The wife is the
noble lady of the household, but also the mature servant. The
husband is the captain of the household, but also the lowest
laborer. Couples should have a purified love for one another,
so that they can experience the mutual consolation needed to
carry out their spiritual obligations. In order to live harmoni-
ously, couples need from the very start to set their love as the
foundation of their life, a true and genuine love, one that is
found in spiritual nobility, in sacrifice, and not in fake, worldly
and carnal love. If there is love, if there is sacrifice, one will
always arrive at the standpoint of the other, understand the
other, have compassion for the other. And when we take our
neighbor into our suffering heart, then we take Christ Himself
into our heart, and He fills us with His ineffable exultation.
When there’s love, even if one is required to be far away
from the other in certain circumstances, they will still be close
because the love of Christ cannot be separated by distance.
But if, God forbid, there is no love, the two may be physically
close, but in reality are miles apart. This is why they must
always strive to preserve their love throughout their life; they
should sacrifice themselves for each other. When there is spiri-
tual, true love between a couple, and if one spouse loses his
or her worldly attributes, not only will this not separate them,
but it will unite them all the more.

Excerpted from “Spiritual Counsels, Vol. IV
“Family Life”
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Thank You for Supporting Our Herald Business Sponsors

G) Eye Physicians & Surgeons, Ltd.
Christ A. Balouris, M.D.

Comprehensive Medical and Surgical Care
Three Convenient Locations in the Pittsburgh area

www . pgheyemds.com

North Hills/Wexford: 7000 Stonewood Drive, Suite 200, Wexford............. 724-940-4001
Aspinwall: 200 St. Margaret Medical Arts Bldg., Suite 2020...................... 412-784-9060
Shadyside: Aiken Medical Bldg., Suite 103, 532 S. Aiken Ave................... 412-621-9060

PVl
.’!"‘} BALOURIS EYE CENTER, PC

* gmt

CONSTANTINE A. BALOURIS, M.D.
MELISSA A. DERENZO, M.D.

102 TECHNOLOGY DRIVE
SUITE 120, BUTLER, PA 16001
OFFICE: 724-482-0090
Fax: 724-482-0093

Visit us at.... www.BalourisEyeCenter.com

H & A HEATING
AND AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

412-360-2990

Sales, Service & Maintenance
Harry G. Athanasiou, President

STEPHEN M. BRADY
FUNERAL HOME

412-321-0495

930 Cedar Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
Expert Pre-Need Planning & Funding

L
~ISALONIKA

IMPORTS

Chris T. Balouris
3509 Smallman St, Pittshurgh, PA 15201

Phone: 412.682.2700 www.salonika.net
Retail Store Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm | Sat 9am-2pm

Enjoy the beautiful new

Holy Trinity Center

for your banquet, wedding reception,
baptismal reception or other
social event!
Contact Arista Catering & Event Planning
sales@arista-events.com | 412-716-2835

THANK YOU

to these patrons and businesses for their
annual sponsorship of The Herald.

This space is available for you!
If you would like information on becoming a
Herald business sponsor, please contact the
Church Office at 412-366-8700.

To become a Personal Sponsor for a single issue,
see the Personal Sponsor Form below.

Name:

HERALD PERSONAL SPONSOR FORM

Holy Trinity Cemetery
8941 Ringeisen Road, Allison Park, PA

Serving the needs of our com-
munity since 1945. Please con-
sider Holy Trinity Cemetery
in your estate planning. Many
lots are available at the very
reasonable price of $500 each.

Contact Cemetery Chairman Bill Fiedler
412-364-1545 or cemetery@HolyTrinityPgh.org

Phone:

Address:

| wish to sponsor an issue of The Herald. Please include the following message:
O In memory of... [ For the health of... O In thanksgiving for... CI In honor of...

Month and Year Requested:

List name(s) or further listing information here:

Personal sponsorships listed on Page 2 each month, one per month. Please include a donation of at least $25 per issve

www.HOLYTRINITYPGH.ORG
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NON-PROFIT
NOW IN OUR NEW HOME! ORGANIZATION
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO. 1463
PITTSBURGH, PA

“FAITH. FAMILY. CONIMUNITY.”

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

985 Providence Boulevard, Pitishurgh, PA 15237
TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION: PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY!

PRESERVING THE TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH

The Apostles entrusted the teaching of Christ to the Pastors of the Church who find themselves in
continuous and unbroken Apostolic Succession and ensure the safe transmission of the Apostolic
teaching to the coming generations..

This “tradition” or “deposit” (I Tim. 6, 20) which was transmitted “once and for all times” to the saints
(Jude 3) is transmitted throughout the ages “without gaps” or “disruption” in the Church. It is not made
up of the “commandments of men” but is the result of the continuous presence of the Holy Spirit in the
Church, which has Christ as its Head (John 14,16.26,15, 16, 16,13).

The “deposit” about which the Apostle speaks is not a book, but...the result of the presence of the Holy
Spirit within the Church and of life within the Church, which is the “pillar and ground of Truth” (I Tim. 3,
15); of the life of communion with the Head of the Church and with all the saints.

That which the Church calls Tradition constitutes the sacred memory of the Church, the experience *“of
all the saints” and not human injunctions. It is expressed as the common conscience of the Church, its
“mouth” being the Ecumenical Councils.

These Ecumenical Councils are convoked whenever certain individuals within the Church, chiefly pastors, preach heretical teachings
which disturb the entire Church. In these Councils the bishops responsible for the shepherding of the Local Churches participate.
This means that the bishops express in the Councils the faith and common conscience of the Church — not their own personal
opinions. The Dogmatic texts of the Ecumenical Councils are... limits...beyond which, if anyone were to proceed, he would become a
heretic.

The presence of the bishops therefore and their unbroken succession from the Apostles’ times up to the present as well as the
Synodical system of the Church guarantee the purity of the teaching of the Church, the safe-guarding of it from the danger of heresy
and error and its transmission, whole and unadulterated, to the succeeding generations.

Rev. Fr. Antonios Alevisopoulos, “The Orthodox Church: Its Faith, Worship & Life”

Scripture of the Month: “Stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us.” (2 Thess. 2.15)



